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II-

byby JanleJanie LeakP-

reldent
LeaskP-

resident
Lta.skLtaskLeakLeaskLta.skP-

resident

..,
PresidentPreldent, , AFN-

The
AFNAFN-

'The
AFN-

The'The'The .following.fiII/owlng.fiIIowlng.fiIIfiIIowlng/ /Is excerptedexct'rplt'dexctrpltd' ' fiiom-

u
fromfiiom

a1/1u/1speerhspeechspeerhspeerhn/in/nn FairbanksFalr/xmksFalrxmks/ ,,. Dec . .5 ,

1118484 , atal aa991//99/9919919999conference1/ conference SpOf-

Is'ed
spanSpOfI-SpOfIsportsport-

sored
-*

soreds'edsed()' by Doyon ,, LtdLId, and Tanana-

Chlefs

Tanana
ChiefsChlefshlefshlefsiferencelConference/iferenceliferencelCQiference4Conferenc-

en

CQiference4-

In
()/iferencel-

In

*

\\nnIn 19119711971Alalt,, Alaska'sAlaskask '' NativeNativeco\TINativecoTIcotrncotrn-

mupity

co\n*'
tnupity01unltymupity wohwon an historichltopc, settsfitti-

exment

sfittie-sfittiee-

Anent

e-

.ment
e-e--

,.xment.mentmentAnent., Thirteen years laterIlltel , weweaireareare-

in
are-

inin the proceprocesss of trying , to im-

prove

hn-

prove
imhn-hnim-im¬--

prove that ,,settlementettlement But JUb-

tbeCllu.e
justJUbtJust-

becausebecausebeCllu.ebeCllue. itII neetjsneeqneeds improvement-
doesn't

Improvemcn-
tdoc'n'l

improvementImprovemcnt
doesn'tdoesntdoc'n'ldocnl' ' qieunI1lellnmean thatthut the leadersleaderleaderN,

tlitli-

the
tytt-

thethe land claimsclalmb movementm\VementmVement\) we-

wrong
we

wrong -- or that they sold outoUI -- <1r1r-

that
rr-

thatthat it was all a plot by govern-
ment

governgovernLgovernL-

mentment to ultimately take away out-

lands
ououfout

lands .,
'

UnfortunatelyUnfortulUltely , we do hear-

these
hear-

these
hear

these charges from a few-

members
fewfew-

membersmembers of our own people ToTo-

me
To-

meme , the saddestsadqe.tsadqet. thing about that-

attitude
thatthat-

attitudeattitude is that it threatens toi-

dividd
totoltoiII-

dividedividedividd! us at a time when , more-

than
moremore-

than
more1moreImoreI

thanthanlever,leverever ,, we need to hold-

together
holdhold1

"

together .,
'

It is appropriate for us to be-

critical
bebe-

crittcalcriticalcrittcal-crittcalcrittcalif- if honest criticism leads-

to
leadsleads-

toto constructive changecbange ., It is right-

to

rightright-

toto air our differences ,, if suchsuchairair-

ing
airair-

ing
air-air¬-

ing leads us to understand each-

other's
eacb-

other's
eacheacb

other'sothers'' views andsodsod0|\00go\o compromisecomproouloe ..,

ItIt5\Is\55 proper ,, even necessary for us-

to
usus-

toto review the past -- if we take-

lessons
taketake-

lessonslessons from it for Ithetiee future ,.

If we letleI ourselves get bogged-

dpwn
boggedbogged-

downdowndpwn in what is WRONG ; if we-

spend

wewe-

apendSpendapend our timettme and energy on trytry-

Ing
try-

ing
try-try¬-

ing to findtind someone to blame-

because
blameblame-

becausebecause lifeUfe isn'tisnt' the wayweway we-

wanted
wewe-

wantedwanted It ; if we looklQOk at 1991 as-

a

aa-

B

asaa

AB time to dread --. then we will gain-

nothing
gain-

nuthina
galagain

nothingnuthina ..,

IIff we let ourselves be-

dominated
bebe-

dominated
be-

domlOBlI'ddominateddomlOBlI'ddomlOBlId' by dread or division ,,

wewe will lose our dignity .. If we let-

ourselves
letlet-

ourselves

let-

ourselvesourselves getael stuck in self-pityselfpity- ,,

we will lose our pride ,., If we let-

ourselves
letlet-

'ourselves

let-

'ourselves''ourselvesourselves think only of ""meme and-

mine
andand-

mine

and-

minemine " Ininsteadtead of"weof ""wewe and ours "
-- we will have lost the mOb-

tvaluable

mostmObtmost-

valuable

most-

valuablevaluable legacy of beingbemg Native ,,

What )IsIss that legacy ?

ManMany/ofManyofManylof/of you see it and livehve by-

it

byby-

It

by-

itit every day .. It is so much a part-

of
part-

of
partpart-

ofof you and your way of lifehfe that-

you

thatthat-

you

that-

youyou never thinkthmk twice about it It

is makmakingng lureureare y\yyouryur\>ur village elders-

eat
ciderselderselders-

eateat nrfirstt ,., | ltIt isfit taking in a child-

whose
childchild-

wholoewhosewholoe paparentsentseats cannot care for-

him
forfor-

himhim or hehciLhet1
.' It1\1\1IsIs openingopeQing youryour-

home
your-

homehome - riototof only to fnendstfnendsfriends,

neighbors , landand family - but to-

strangers
toto-

trang '
$Strangerstrang rs naas wellwell-

It
well-

ItIt uIS* resrespect''ctct for the land -- not-

because
notnot-

bccaubccaubecausee yoyoj havhave a piece of paperpdperpdper-
which

paper-
whichwhich migtrigmightt say itII belongshelongs to-

you
10-

you
to10

you *., but bebequusenu.enueuuse. the landIlInd isIh tItliFre-

for
tljpretliFre' rere-

forfor all ot01of the people to ,sharehare ,,

respect ,,. aarid protect torfor the-

future
thethe-

fUlurefuturefUlure
futureThisfUlureThis :

This leglegaclegoslegacycc-

for

Iis. an attitudealtltudc about-

life
aboul-

life
aboutaboul

life , an attituattltu leea about why we are-

here
areare-

herehere on this partharlharth and about our-

r6sponsiblitylwhile
ourour-

rcsponslbhtyrcsponslbhtywhiler6sponsiblitylwhiler&ponsiblityirponsiblityircsponslbhty\rcsponslbhty& \ while we are here-

It
herehere-

ItIt is an attitudeattltudc that says that my-

value
mymy-

valuevalue as a person lies not min whatwhutwhut-

I

what-

II can attain for myself , but inmin-

what
m-

whallwhatwhallI can do for others How II ,

as85 a individualIndlviduaindividua ,, can in some way-

large
wayway-

largelarge *6r'Sma16rSma1r '"\"smallsmall\malmalrmal ,, cbncbnt'nllutlcbntnllutlcbntributMo'ributbto: ,''toto the-

wellbeing
thethe-

wellbeinawell-beingwellbeingwell-beinabeinawellbeingo--- 0oof my peoplepeoplet' And-

maybe
AndAnd-

maybemaybe even thetile world , too-

"That's
tootoo-

"That's
too-

"that's""That'sThats'' all'fneallfneairtyneall'qneallqne' and good "" you-

might
youyou-

mightmight be thinkingthinklna -- ""ButBut like it-

or
It-

IIr

it

prIIror not ,, we are part of the Western-

world
WesternWestern-

worldworld and ththethqthqwesternwestern Worldworld-

doesn't
world-

doesn'tdoesn'tdoesntdoesn'tlalue' \value\laluelalue thatmatthat legacy ,,.
""

thoughtbf,

IIAnAnAnd<I if you satdsaid thatthaI or thoughl-

of
thoughtthoughl

bfof it ., 'I'dId'' have to agree with you-

to
you

- to a point ., All around us ,,

Western society Is telling us to-

look
10-

lQOk

to10

looklQOk out for number one .., NeverNever-
mind

Never-
mindmind the \>othersthers ,, it seems to say .,

Just getaet what you can for-

yourself
forfor-

yourselfyourself ..,

Television tells us that and It's-

a
It'sItsit's-

a

''
a big force in our lives whether-

we
whetherwhether-

wewe like It \>orr not.. A typical cor-

poration
cor-

poration
cor-corcorcor--¬-

poration - and our Native cor-

porationtit
cor-

porations
corcor--¬-

porationporationsporationtit* j\j\arejNOTNOT typicaltypicai'* at-

least
atat-

least \is\ss founded those-

same
thosethose-

aame
least not yetyets-- on
sameaame principles of Individual-

gain

individualindividual-

gaingamgain .,

How often have heard ¬-you peo-

ple
peo-peope0-

ple
peope0-pe0-

ple -- your friendsfnends or e\eneeneven\ your-

family
youryour-

famtlyfamilyfamtly members -- standstandlp\up\lplplpatupatat a-

meeting
aa-

meetinameetingmeetina likehke this andnd demand ::

"'WhereWhere"Where' is MY land ??"" Not-

"OUR
NotNot-

"OUR""OUROUR" land , to protect for-

future
forfor-

futurefuture generations -- but MY landlandslands-

When

*?*

When I hear thatthot ,, I gellIet frighten-

ed

fnghten-

cd

frightenfnghten-fnghtenfrighten--¬-

edcd and I wonder what is happen-

Ing

happen-

ing
happenhappen-¬--

ing to us .., Are we losing ourout sensesen\CsenC\

rtffcif communityebminynity ? Are we losing10.Jng10Jng. our-

traditional
ourour-

traditionaltraditionaltraditionalvaluesvalues which '''telltellItcll us-

that
UKusus-

thatthat ""WETWET"WgWg"WF1WF1,} '' iIS muchmuch'moremuchmore'''moremore jmpor-

ttnt
jmpor-

tunt
imporjmpor-jmpor-¬-

tanttuntttnt{ thenthen ""MEME " ?

As hard aa1a4! It is to admit , I fearfea-
r'hat

fear-

that'lhat'hathatthat it IS happenmghuppenmghuppening.1huppening1huppening.1Not(".
(

Not-

evfrywhLrq
NotNot-

eVerywhereeverywhereevfrywhLrq and not tom eveeverybody>dY
low "MEME"MtMt" '" attitudetitude-

is
tltUdotitudetltUdo-

Ii

--. but hlowlyslowly
(
y , thethq a

Iiis dncroaccncroac1lnging onoh U\UusUa\ , itsa' a picpiepie-

But

pic-

But
:

But it Iisn'tisntn'tnt' to6tob latelaIc to stoptop nIIit ,

to turn it around AndAttd thalthat'sthats' whywhy-

aua part of01 me welcomeswelwmest'elcomesstelcomes' ' 1991-

not

19911991-

notnot the year itseli'hutitselihutitselfItelf, ,, '''butbut the oppor-

tunity
oppororpororporI-

UOItytunityIUOIty itII carriesearne, Look around-

you
aound-

you
unoundaoundaround;

you What do you SeeSee-

I

SeeII''
I ,seeee ua diversedlvere, groupgroupotgroupofotofor p40ple-

trom

peoplep40plepeople-

fromfromtrom villages throughoutt1roughout! the-

region

thethe-

regionregion People with lots (of)f dif-

ferent
difdlfdif--¬.

ferent thoughts and ideas ., And we-

are
wewe-

areare all here together for the samesame-

reawn
same-

reasonreasonreawn *' To figuretigure out how we cancan-

en.ure
can-

ensureensureen.ureenure. that a tool created for Uus-

and
us

and for all AlaAlaskaka Natives cancan.b-
c

canb-
c.
be-

used
bebe-

u'iedusedu'ieduiedusedor' //ororJarfor the good ofofAriofAlaska4Aiasi-

Natives
/
,--AriAri/-AlaskaAlaska4Aiasi-4Aiasi- ..kk- "-

Natives -*- now and In the future
1991 has given

''usus an ooppor-

tunity
opporoppor-por-

tunlty
por-por¬--

tunitytunlty -- anann opportunityopportunityopportupity
,'

for us toto-

reevaluate
to-

reevaluatere-evaluatereevaluate-- where we are goinggolog ,

as individuals and 41Sass a people
1991 is givingalvlngalvlngIS\us\ISIStis the chance to-

ask
toto-

aaaskk ourselves whether the direc-

tion

direc-

tion
direcdirec--¬-

tionrightlfurISwe are goinggCiing iriirliii is rightrightJrightlfurrightJfor
'
for

I'

\US\ISIS ,
J.

1991 is giving us the chance to-

break
toto-

breakbreak out from under someIIome of the-

outside
thethe-

outsideoutside influences that are taking-

control
takingtaking-

controlcontrol of our liveshves - in ways so-

subtle
soso-

subtlesubtle sometimes that We don't-
even

don't-
even

don'tdont'
even know it'sits' happening ..,

If Uit weren'twerent'' for 1991 ,, there-

would
therethere-

wouldwould be hdhno crisis to pull usus-

together
us-

togethertogether .,. There would beb nono-

causecauseause totl) (tallyBlly aroundaroundi; one thatthat-

forces
that-

forcesforces ususto,, to talk tptQto one another-
and

anotheraootheraoother-
andand ask questions - often very dif-

ficult
difdlf-dlfdif-dlf-

ticult

-¬-

ficultticult questions , which require us-

Christian

us

Christian Singles meet at 77-

pmpm . for fellowship at MuldoonMuldoon-
DenaliDenaliII Baptist Church
1333-958813339588333-95083339508-- or 337-3373 -

andjj
to ..tetestep bbackck andandjlbokandlooklook at where Weviewe-

are
vie-

areare andnd where weea want to.
go-

Many
gogo-

Many
oo-

ManyMany people naveHveave saidsHld that we-

cannot
Welyelye-

cannotcannot justjust'etu\'\'etu'etuetui'etuietureturn' trtQttQ? the old wways-

I

waysysys-

II1I mustmut, agree *WIwijhI h thdmthem We dodo-

live

do-

livelive in10 a dlfferediffersdifferentt , and far more-

cgthplicated
moremJremJre-

cQI1plic

(

cqrtiphcatcdcgthplicatedcQI\1pliccQI1plic\ ted WrldW <| rld ,, than our-

grandparent
ourour-

grandparentgrandparentsgrandparentgrandparent-grandparentevyr-,' evurevqrevyr knew that ip-

just
isipI

just as true -- maybemuype Ivenven more 's6sty6
.- for (rhethehe villages anas it is torlorfor ihme-

of
thoseihmethose-

ofof uus, who livehve in the citieselliecities-
I

'
I .see.eeee 1199199 1 aas' an opportunityoppurtuntlvoprkrtuntty) it10-

use
to10)

use thutthat chchangechangebewilderingnge -.-
,,BewilderingbewllderlOg-bewilderingbewilderingitsasitsits-

it

'"
itII '!seemsCern' sonietim'sometimes'onwtlmCjoonwtlmCjo fortor the good-

of
good8exx]

otof our people 111ItKits?
I

, a chancechdn'echdne' toto-
I

to-

take
to-

taketake controleonlrol ofoi thattnllt change Hn-

due

andHndand-

useuseue, .U.11it das' somethings01l1ethmg good for our-

people
ourour-

peoplepeople insteadIn\teadIntead\ of lettinglettingItit Lon-

trot
""In-

trol
ton"InInLon

troltrot us


