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Elder lonely at Christmas
by Dr . Ted MalaU-

niversity
MalaMalaU-

niversity
Mala-

Unl.e,11)UniversityUniversityUnl.e,11)Unl.e11Unle11Universityof. , )' ofor AlukaAluluiAlaska ; , Anchorag-

eMexibo

AnchorageAnchoregeAnchorag-

eMexico

Anchoreg-

eMexloMexicoMexl\oMexloMexibo\: City ,, December 225 ,

1984 ., TJiisThlsThis, Christmas Pay I find-

myself
findfind-

myselfmyself (tindinIn a dark green room ,,

alone with a kindly 74 year old-

man
oldold-

manman whwhowhp() is seated at a small table-

covered
tabletable-

coveredcovered with photographs from-

the
fromfrom-

thethe 19301930's1930s193q's193qs,>'' and 1940's1940s194O's194Os1940's"He1940sHe'' ." He gaspsgasps-

for
gasps-

forfor air ,alt,4t4at this oxygen muskmask con-

nected
concon-¬.-

ncctnectedd to the two big green metal-

bottles
metalmetal-

bottlesbottles standing against ththe,, wall,..

HISHiststatel-

y

stately gray hairs combed-
straight

combedcombed-
straightstraight back , heldhel4 there by the-

green
thethe-

greengreen tinted glasses he wears , he-

begins
hehe-

begmsbeginsbegms to tell me about himself ,.

His name is StanislausStamslaus ShiliskiShlliskl ,,

one of the greatest livinghvlng stars of-

Mexican
ofof-

MexicanMexican stage
,
andandscreescrcerscree'" I spent-

several
spentspent-

severalseveral hours with him locking10pkJnglooking at-

all
atat-

allallallofof those old photographs , inIn-

cluding

in-

cludmg
in-in-¬-

cludingcludmg those taken of him with-

his
withwith-

hishis partner ""ManolmManolm"ManoltnManoltn"ManolinManolin " , in whichwhich-

they

which-

theythey acted with all time Lati-
ngreats

latinlatlnlatln-

greatsgreats likehke ""CantifWCantifW"CandOasCandOas"CantiflasCantiflas"" ,,.

[Itt remindedremmded me much of looklook-¬-

ing at the old photographs I have-

of
havehave-

ofOf my fatherfathet .., He knew my name-

as
namename-

asas they hadh8\lh8l\ just finished showing-
one

showingshowing-
oneone of my father'sfathers' films on MexMex--Mex-

ican

¬.
ican TVn' thetfietie| week before .:"

The roomroomroomwaswas poorly litht and-

was
andand-

waswas stuffystuffyIstuffycertainlyI, certainly not where-
you

WhereWhere-

youyou would
,(,
expect to find such a-

great
aa-

greatgreat man .., ..ActuallyActuallyctually it was a poor-

house
poorpoor-

househouse for retired film and screen-

actors
screenscreen-

actorsactors whichwhich is staffed by the-

Sisters
thethe-

SistersSisters of JheIhethe SacrSacredl< Heart of-

Jesus
ofof-

JesusJesus , the 811\same\ee811e nursing order thatr-

ack

thattha-
trarranrarrack! the hospital I worked at In-

Guadalajara
inin-

GuadalajaraGuadalajara some ten years ago-

"Why
agoago-

"WIJy
ago-

"Why""WhyWhy"WIJyWIJy is he here? " I asked-

Sister
askedasked-

SislerSisterSisler Zenorinalonorina.., The answer was-

a
waS-

a

was

a simple one ,. ""BecauseBecause his fami-

ly

famifami-¬.-
lyIy put him hrirehere

*"' The thought put-

a

putput-

aa knot in my stomach Here was-

a

waswas-

aa man ofsuchof such great stature who-

dedicated
whowho-

dedicateddedicated his lifeItfe to otherspthers and-

now
andand-

nownow was abandoned by his-

children
hishis-

childrenchildren
childrenHis

His wife had died severalsevernl years-

earlier
yearsyears-

earlterearlierearlter and eveVeryev'gryevgry'' ry peso he had he

gavegave0\00Ito\to take care of the same-

children
samesame-

childrenchildren who now abandoned-
him

abandoned-
him

abandoned
him
himA

A knockknockatat the door [Inn comecomet*,
an elderly woman who owns aa-

candy
a-

candycandy factory accompanied by a-

young
aa-

youngyoung man who is head of public-

relations
publicpublic-

relationsrelations for a chainchamt'hainthain
,
' of threatresthreatrrrsthreat reS ,,.

\TheyTheyThey practically bowcdlbQwedbowed !..Iown-
in

Down.IownIowndown-
inin\

, tolemnSolemn reverence to
' Mr .

ShiliskiShlliskl . EarlierEarher that daday)! , StShiliski-

had
Shiliskilt klkl-

hadhad been interviewed bybyocal)Jocallocallocal-
tel

.
ocalocal-

televisionteltelevisionvislon .,

'"""II' 1! used to entertainentertam the old pea-
pie

peaipeopea.
pie at this home , " he said , ""butbut"but-
I1I never believedbeheved that IIIyould\would\youldyould endend-

up
end-

upup here ,. I don'tdont' likehk people to dodo-

anythidg
do-

anythinganythinganythidg (foror aleme , even help me get-

up
getget-

upup , because I am so-

independent
soso-

independentindependent . "

pioneerhomeI then thought of the pioneerpioneer-
homehome in Kotzebue and how manymany-

steps
many-

stepssteps have been taken to assureassure-
that

assure-
thatthat each personperSlnpersqn) has hishili or her-

own
herher-

ownown room , andand as muchmuch'dignitymuchdignitymuch'dlgnltymuchdlgnltymuch'dlgnlty-
qs

'+ dignitydignity-

asasqs one can have in an institutioninstitution-
II'laskaNallwsAlaskaNativesI thought of how 'I'laskaIlaskaAlaskaAlaska

NativesNallws have ""rediscoveredrediscovered " ourour-

elders
our-

elderselders and how mumudimuchh we can-

learn
cancan-

learnlearn from themthem-
I

them-

sawI saw other well known actoactors-

alone
actors"

alone this ChristmasChhstmas Day It-

seemed
ItIt-

seemedseemed strange how in10 a ditydUY of
16 millionmdhon \peoplep\lopleplople a perpersonon ''could-

be
could'couldcould-

bebe ""alonealone"alone-"alonealone" -, ,

ThenThen,, I thought about the quail-
ty

qualiquailquali-
tyty of Lifelifetlfe and |howiowow it goes downdown-
with

down-
withwith the more people thatthqt livehve In-

the
In-

the
in

the sanieS8i1same space .

Just yesterday there were I115'$
murdersmurderg

,
and 240 autbautoautd accidents-

reported
accidentsaccidents-

reportedreported here over the holidayshplldays .

Mexico IsixI. a cpuntrycQuntry where thethe-

daily
the-

dallydailydally livinglivmglivingwagewage is still8ull five-

dollars
fivefive-

dollarsdollars . *,

I told Sister Zenol'1Zenol1ZenonnaZenorina'8 I felt that-

life
thatthat-

lifelife was better in AlAlaskaska irtIIIin ourour-

rural
our-

ruralrural areas because there are soso-

few
so-

fewfew people aroundarouFld and so80 we tendtend-

IQ

tend-

totoIQ look out for one anotheranother-
One

another-
One

another-
OneOne accident or one death huns-

us
hurtshunshurts-

usus all Yet in thisIhls metropolismetmpohs of-

millions
ofof-

mllhonsmillionsmllhons ,. several deaths hardly-

cause
hardlyhardly-

causecause a ripple We might not havehave-

all

have-

silnilsilall of the advantages that larger-

cities
largerlarger-

CillescitiesCilles do , yet we are way aheadahead-

of
ahead-

ofof our neighbors to the south-

Shilisko
southsouth-

Shihsko
south-

ShlhShlhShihskoShiliskoko was inm Vladivostok-
when

VladivostokVladivostok-
whenwhen the firstlirst shots of the Rus-

Sian

Rus-

sian
RusRus--¬-

sian revolution broke outOlltopt
. inm 19119111911-

He

1

,

He and \his1\15115 new RussianRussian bnde-
escaped

bridebndebride-

escapedescaped andarid subsequently livedhved inm
'

Japan ,. Cfunaqmagiina , Germany , andand-

MexIco
and-

Mexico
andII

Mexico , where he has livedhved For-

the
forfor-

thethe papastt 661jyears61years1j years-
He

yearsyears-

He
years-

HeHe has survived revoJullons-
wQrld

revolutionsrevoJullonsrevolutions-
WorldwQrldWorld depressionsdelressions? , lifeIafe 10-

liollywood
in10in-

tollywood}Bollywoodliollywoodtollywood as ''fellfellwellvell as in Mexico-
Now

MexIco-
Now

Mexico
Now he facestaces the greatest-
Challenge

greate,1-
hallcnge

greatestgreate,1greate1,
,challengehallcnge of his career ,. livingIIvmg outout-

the
out-

thethe rest of his days withwllh the same-

excitement
samesame-

eXcitementexcitement and gUgustoIQ he has givengiven-

toto millionsmllhons of people around thethe-

world
the-

worldworld
worldThank

Thank you StanislausStamlaus, for givglvgiv-

inging109 me one of my bebest-

Christmases
best11-

ChmtmaChmtmaChnstmasesChristmasess ever We have soso-

many
so-

manymany' elders of Our own totQ looklook-

to
look-

toto May they "live"veve out theirthett days-

with
daysdays-

withwith the dignitydlgmty and independence-
they

independencemdependellCemdependellC-
etheythey have exercisedexercisedallall-

throughout
allall-

throughoutthroughout their hves-

"Feliz
liveshveslives-

"Feliz""FelizFeliz1'eliz1eliz' NavidadNavldad " , ShllaShiliskiShiliski-
Here's

klkl-

Here'sHere'sHeres' a toatoastt to you from all ofof-

us
of-

usus in Alaska to many more yearsyeat'SyeatSyears-

of
yeat'S-

of 'of lifeIafe and happinesshappmes5


