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By HOWARD ROCKROCK-
Times

ROCK-
TimesTimes Editor ,.

Out of the eastcast , on a beautifulbeautiful-
sunny

beautiful-
sunnysunny day at AnaktuvukAnitkluvuk Pass ,

appeared a hunter on the slopeslope-
of

slope-
ofof a .vava,.valleylie y . All One could see

\!
,\ was the upper part of his bodybody-

show
body-

showingshowingshow ng above whistw ist highhth$ growthgrow.thgrow.th-

of
growth-

of
.

of willows . As he came1came ' closercloser-
to

closer-
to

'

to the village there could bebe-
seen, . seen fourfoul dogs troddling alongalong-
with

along-
withwith him . The dogs were ladenladen-

with
laden-

withwith butchered and quartered
'

cariboucariboiJcariboucariboiJmeatcariboumeatmeat tucked in 'cariboucaribou'caribou-
skin

'caribou-
skin

'

skin saddle bags . The hunter hadhad-
killed

had-
killedkiltedkilled three carjboucaribou and thethe-
durable

the-
durabledurable malemute dogs had

. carried '! the entireentireentirequarteredquartered :
+

+

carcasses to the village .

Out of the PastPast-
The

Past-
The

Past-
TheThe hunter had used thethe-

modern
the-

modernmodern rifle to get the cariboucaribou-
but

caribou-
but

'-

was
w-

as'-

was
w-

as'-

was
w-

as'

but he utilizingutiliziryg an ancientancient-
method

ancien-
tmethodlofmethodmethodlof1

\ of transporting cariboucaribou-
takes

caribou-
takestakes duringduringsummersummer time . TheThe-
people

The-
peoplepeople there had adapted thethe-
malemut

the-
malemutemalemut'emalemutemalemut

' dog as a 'packpack' animal..

The sturdystur'dysturdy' dog can carry up to
lOOpourids100 pounds of meat..

Trained DogsDogs-
The

Dogs-
The

Dogs-
TheThe dogs have to be thorthor-thor-

oughly
thor-

oughly
¬-

oughly trainedtrqined to do this work .

TheyTlneyTt ,ey haveh v to be trained to,to voId-
their

}holdvoIdfoldfold-
theirtheir ground While the hunterhunter-
stdlks

hunter-
stalksstalksstdlks caribou . The first instinctinstinct-
of

instinct-
ofof thele dogs is to dashdashaflerdashafterafterafler thetilethe-
animals

tile-
animalsanimals whichwhichrewhichresultsresultsre ults *'Tnfnn thethe-
stampede

the-
stampedestampede of the herd . ThisThis-
disrupts'disruptsdisrupts'. the chances of theth-
ehunt.r

the-
hunterhunterhunt.rhuntr(...

"SomeSome" hunters taketdke as manymany-
as

many-
asas ten dogsdugsd gs and take homehom asas-
many

as-
manymany as six or seven butcheredbutchered-
caribou

butchered-
cariboucaribou . I usually taketJke six dogsdogs-
and

dogs-
andand thattl.JttlJt. is a goodgoodaverageaverage , " saidsaid-
Simon

said-
SimonSimon Paneak , president of thethe-
Anaktuvuk

the-
AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk Pass council..

Simon Paneak , rugged , intelintel-intel-
ligent

intel-
ligent

¬-

ligent , andandactiveactive leader of hishis-
people

his-
peoplepeople , is 63 years old . BeingBeing-
nono different than other olderolder-
anywhere

older-
anywhereanywhere , Simon lamented ,

"TheThe" youngeryoungeryoungergeneration'' generationeneration todaytoday-
does

today-
doesdoes not take the trouble toto-
train

to-
traintrain the dogs . In( n the old days ,

we always had good pack dogs .

They didn'tdidnt' run off and chasechase-
caribou

chase-
cariboucaribou herds' and stampedestampede-
them

stampede-
themthem as they do today . ImIm-Im-
properly

Im-
properly

¬-

properly trained dogs make itit-
that

it-
thatthat much harder to hunt.. GoodGood-
dogs

Good-
dogsdogs staystaywherewhere you tell them toto-
stayStay:; tay no matter how '"'' manymany-
caribou

many-
cariboucaribou there are around you .

"

Vital AnimalAnimal-
Life

Animal-
Life

Animal-
LifeLife at AnaktuvukAnaktuvUk Pass rere-rere-

volves
re-

volves

¬-

volves around the caribou , the

animal tliattHatthat has been so.vitallysovitallyso.vitally-
impbrta

sovitally-
important

._
imp6rtahfinimpbrtaimportant1 ; in theirthei {

., survival'TheysurvivalTheysurvival'They-
eat

.'
eat and talk caribou .

As the ' TaqeoqmiutTageogmiut '( salt ,

water people , as the AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk-
People

Anaktuvuk-
peoplepeople call theth coastal Eskimos )
at Barrow or PointtPoint(! Hope talktalk-
about

talk-
aboutabout whalingwhaHng adventures inin-
every

in-
everyevery detail , ', thethemen-menmeninen-

t\
ofof-

Anaktuvuk
of-

AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk Pass talk about theirtheir-
exploits

their-
exploitsexploits

'
in hunting ofor thethe-

caribou
the-

cariboucaribou . _- ,

With the intjmateintimate knowledgeknowledge-
ofof the land around themthem'thethemthethem'thet-
ellers

, 'thethe' thethe-
tellerstellerstellerstellersof'

of 'thethe'tiletile'thei'tilel'theadventures'tileadventures
'

jjadventuresil adventures 'cancan'can-
relate

'

.relaterelate., re late storiesstOl'iesstOliesstOl'iesI' I
}

;: telling exactlye"actlyeactlye"actly-
where

exactly-
where

"
where they happened and how ,
therefore making them interesinteres-interes-
ting

interes-
ting

¬-

ting ' to their listenersIlsteners ,. TlieyTheyTliey-
point

They-
pointpoint out landmarkslandinrkslandin rks ,. certaincertcertain-
bends

inin-
ben.dsbendsben.ds. of rivers , or a huge cragcrag-
on

crag-
onon a certain side of a mountain .

Great AdaptationAdaptation-
These

AdAdaptation-
These

ptatio
These are the peoplepeoplepeoplewhowho ,

perhaps , have mqdem1dem cle; a completecomplete-
'adaptation

complete-
'adaptation'adaptationadaptation' to the caribou ciil-ciilcuI-cuIcdl-cdlciil-
ture

cuI-
ture

cdl-
ture

-

,ture . To whwhitt extent thetthe-
animal

ee-

'animalanimal'animal
'

is used there is remarkremark-remark-
ble

remark-remarkremark-
able

¬-

ableableble . Besides food , it is use'-duse-duseusedused-
for

'

for shelter , bedding, , footwearfotwearf otwear ,
baby booties , snowshoe lacings ,
tallow lamps , packack dog saddles ,

and many other uses .,

ItI t is little wonder that thethe-
p

the-
ople

,

peoplep ople of the PassjiavePisshavgPiisS) .havhav.,
builtblJ1built1t ajof1J1-

Jculture
o-

fculture
!

culture around the caribou . TheThe-
Nunamiut

The-
NunamiutNunamiut land((land people ) considerconsider-
themselves

consider-
themselvesthemselves somewhatsomeYhat{ apart fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe coastal Eskimos . InI n thethe-
remote

the-
remoteremote past they had chosen toto-
live

to-
livelive in that area deep in thethe-
Brooks

the-
BrooksBrooks Range where caribou arcareare-
plentiful

are-
plentifulplentiful.. Building a cultureculture-
around

culture-
aroundaround the animal was a naturalnatural-
thing

natural-
thingthing

.
for them to do .

Nomadic PeoplePeople-
The

People-
The

People-
TheThe people of AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk-

Pass
Anaktuvuk-

PassPass did not always live in thethe-
present

the-
presentpresent permanent settlement..

TheyTheywerewere a nomadic people .

This mode of life had gone onon-
until

<;>nn-
untiluntil 1948 , when they finallyfinally-
made

finally-
mademade steps to establishestablishaestabli hhaa village .

Strangely enough , sciencescience-
seems

science-
seemsseems to have been one of thethe-
motivating

.

motivating forces in the-thetheesthe -. eses-eses-
tablishment

es-
tablishment

¬-

tablishment of Anaktuvuk Pass .

In 1947 , Dr . Lawrence Irving ,

working out of Arctic ResearchResearch-
Laboratory

Research-
LaboratoryLaboratory at Barrow, made aa-
trip

a-
triptrip into the Brooks Range toto-
study

to-
studystudy birds andandanimalsanimals of thethe-
area

the-
areaarea .

Birth of the VijlageVillageVijlage-
The

ViJlage-
The

Village-
TheThe group , piloted by SigSig-

Wien
Sig-

WienWien , president of Wien AlaskaAlaAlaska-
Airlines

kaka-
AirlinesAirlines , landed at ChandlerChandler-
Lake

Chandler-
LakeLake where they met SimonSimon-
Paneak

Simon-
PaneakPaneak , Elijah Kakena , Frank

Rulland , ," aridacid their familiesf mil es .

ConversationsConversati ns followedfollowedortfollowedorjon-ononmanyortorj - manymany-
things

many-
thingsthings , includingirtcluding .scientificscientific.scienscien. tiftifcc rere-rere-
s

re-
search

¬-

searchs atch . To pursue this , jtititVaswas\VasVaswasVas-
apparently

was-
apparently \apparently mentioned thattatt t ifif-
the

if-
thethe Eskimos of the area wouldouldould-
congregate

ould-
congregatecongregate ' inonein ' : one settlementsettle ent ,
scientific knowledgeknowledgecoo-coocoo-,; couldcou d bebe-
obtained

be-
obtainedobtained much moremoreore readily .

Considerable ,. incpmeincpmenc me ifrpmfrpmi frpm-
scientists

fromfrom-
scientistsscientists diddidresuUdidresultresultresuU through thethe-
ensuing

the-
ensuingensuing years ., because AnakAnak-Anak-
tuvuk

¬.-
,

tuvuk Pass and the area aroundaround-
it

'-

as
a-s'it lended itself as one oflidealofidealofideall-

ocations
ofideall-

ocations
;

locations for scientific researchreseresea = rch .

Stabilization5tabiliationStab5tabiliationt5tabiliationD-
uring

1i1iationation jit
-'

During the conversationsconversations , anan-
airstrip

an-
airstripairstripairstripwaswas presumably jnefl-jneflmen-menjnefl-

tioned
men-

tioned
inert-inertinert-

tioned
-

tioned ., This , albngalong with otherother-
subje

other-
subjectssubjectssubje ts talkedtalkeda6outtalkedaboutaoouta6outabout ',, no doubt ,

influenced the Eskimos of thethe-
area

the-
areaarea to choosechooschoosg AnaktuvukAlJaktuvukAraktuvuk) PassPass-
as

Pass-
asas the site for a permanentpermanent-
village

permanent-
villagevillage ., SubsequentlySubsequehtly , an airair-airair-
strip

air-
strip

¬-

strip was built bjfby Wien AlaskaAlaska-
Airlines

Alaska-
AirlinesAirlines . A PresbyterianPr sb terian churchchurch-
was

urchurch-
was 'was erected and literIliterter , the 'StateStateSlateStateState-
established

.

establishedestablishedaa school..

The building !! of thesethese-
facilities

these-
facilitiesfacilities had definite stabilizingstabilizing-
influences

stabilizing-
influencesinfluences. ,The resulting airair-
freight

air-
freightfreight also hadhad much effect..

Families from Tuluak Lake andand-
other

and-
otherother areas began to move toto-
Anaktuvuk

to-
AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk Pass . , Soon 7070-
people

70-
peoplepeople settled in the village .

Of course , the main reasonreason-
for

reason-
forfor the location of AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk-
Pass

Anaktuvuk-
Pass

'-

easy
e-

asy
'

Pass was its easy accessibility toto-
the

to-
thethe 'qariboUqariboU'cariboucaribou'

<;aribo herds . LargeLarge-

numbers
Large-

numbersnuihbersnumbers of this animal migratemigrate-
through

migrate-
throughthrough the pass .

Apt Research AidsAids-
From

Aids-
From

Aids-
FromFrom the{he beginning , Dr .

Laurence Irving found thethe-
Nunamiut

the-
NunamiutNunamiut very cooperative asas-
well

as-
wellwell as Valuable research aids .

He particularly praised them forfor-
their

for-
theirtheir vast knowledge of manymany-
species

many-
speciesspecies of birdsbi.rds. . He creditscredits-
them

credits-
themthem in this manner :

"TheThe" Eskimos of AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk-
Pass

Anaktuvuk-
PassPass have been very helpful toto-
science

to-
sciencescience .:' This is becausebecause-
scientists

because-
scientistsscientists can go in there , andand-
lIve

and-
livelive with them in111 a very relaxedrelaxed-
mam.er

relaxed-
mani.ermam.ermamermani.ermanier. , and learn the thingsthings-
the

things-
thethe Eskimos already know .,

They have been most coco-coco-
operative

co-
operative

¬-

operative ."
RuggedRugge<! .,. .ldld.idid.id CharmingCharnungCharming-

The
Charnung-

TheThe people of AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk-
areare as rugged as the countrycountry-
around

country-
aroundaround them but they areare-
friendly

are-
friendlyfriendly and charming . TheyThey-
live

They-
livelive in close harmony withwith-
nature

with-
naturenature that has been bountifulbountiful-
toto them and has generouslygenerously-
furnished

generously-
furnishedfurnished their food - the

caribou .,JGreatfGreat<' ,.
'

Jf
Great HuntersHunters-

Needing

\rr-
'Needing'NeedingNeeding
'
Needing this animal 'forfor'fors-

urvival
' forfor-

survivalsurvival , the mennien are probablyprobably-
the

probably-
thethe greatest caribou hun'tershuntershunter's' ' inin-
the

in-
thethe world; . They 'havehave'

intiniateintimateinintimate-
knowledge

titrtatetitrtate-
knowledgeknowledge bf Itsi'tsits'' behavioralbehavibehavioral-
pattern

ralral-
patternpattern . They know how thethe-
weather

the-
weatherweather influences itit.. TheyThey-
know

They-
knowknow when and how to get.. itit..
This great knowledgekl10wledgekl10wledgeofknowledgeofof '-the

t- he'-
theanimal

' thethe-
aAimalanimalaAimalpasseddownis aa tradition passed
down from generation to genergener-gener-

ation
gener-

ation
¬-

ation . .

'.

j
iti-

The

t-

TheThe importance :,
, of this anini-nini-

mal
ni-

mal
¬-

mal is evident today , atat-
An

at-
AnaktuvukAnaktuvukAn ktuvuk Pass . The trainingtraining-
of

training-
ofof young caribou 1,1huntershunters isis-

going
is-

goinggoing on there as It had siricesidcesincesidce-
ages

since-
agesages of the past.. They havehave'tohavetohave'to-
be

'toto' toto-
bebe good , ififnotnot great hunters, .
They have to fit into the EskimoEskill10Eskimo-
philosphyphilosphyhilosphy , "bebe" a great hunterhunter-
and

hunter-
andand you will have the respectresrespect-
and

ectect-
andand , acclaim of your people .,

"

This hunting philosophyphiosophy) ofof-
the

of-
thethe Eskimos is firmly establishedestablished-
inin the lives of the iNunamiulNunamiuNunarniut: I..

Their very existence., is gearedgeared-
toto the taking ofor the caribou .

To them , it is life today andand-
life

and-
lifelife tomorrow . It'sIts' a culture -
a way of life .

Uncertain FutureFuture-
Today

Future-
Today

Future-
TodayToday , life at Anaktuvuk PassPass-

faces
Pass-

facesfaces an uncertain future . AnAn-
ominous

An-
ominousominous pallpJlI ofofradiationradiation hashas-
become

has-
becomebecome evident.. TheThe-Thefallout- fallout ,

mainly from the Russian andan-
dI

and-
IUI!( I . S . nuclear testing, is affectingaffecting-

the
affecting-

thethe people through their mainmJinmJin-
source

main-
sourcesource of foodfon ,. the caribou .

This animal,111111, il11a I eats lichens , thethe-
plalJt

the-
plantplantplalJt that gets nourishmentnouri hment outout-
of

out-
ofof the air and with itt , thethe-
radioactive

the-
radioactiveradioactive fallout..

Serious and DelicateDelicate-
ItIt is obvious , that if thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople keep eating the caribou ,

the radiation count in theirtheir-
systems

their-
systemssystems will continue to increaseincrease-
ifififnuclearnuclear testing is kept up byby-
the

by-
thethe world powers . PerhapsPerPerhaps-
science

hal'shalshal's-
science 'science can solve fhefile(he problem .

Perhaps the world powers willwilwit :!

refrain from further testing .

Perhaps a workable'rlorkablerlorkable' plan can bebe-
conceived

be-
conceivedconceived that will b ' beneficialbene/kialbenekialbenekial-
to

beneficial-
to

/

to the people . Something willwill-
have

will-
havehave to be done because at thethe-
present

the-
presentpresent rate ofofradioactiveradioactive fallfaIl-faIlfall-fallfaI-
lout

fall-

out
¬-

out , the entire Arctic Food chainchain-
isis being endangered .

The situation at AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk-
Pass

Anaktuvuk-
PassPass is a delicate matter , oneone-
that

one-
thatthat has the ingredientsingredients toto-
destroy

to-
destroydestroy the spirit andandwillwill ofof-
the

of-
thethe people if it is not handledhandled-
with

handled-
withwith care . It is not the problemproblem-
toto be left alone until some harmharm-
has

harm-
hashas been done to the people .

ConfusionConfusion-
There

Confusion-
There

Confusion-
ThereThere is another deplorabledeplorable-

situation
deplorable-

situationsituation in connection withwith-
radiation

with-
radiationradiation . There is a persistencepersistence-
ofof conflicting evaluation byby-
scientist's

by-
scientist'sscientist'sscientists'' aboutabollt the seriousnessseriousness-
ofof the effect ofofradioactiveradioactiveradioactive-
fallout

radioactive-
falloutfallout on human beings . SomeSome-
say

Some-
saysay it is not serious and othersothers-
say

others-
saysay it needs immediate attention .

This sad situation is indeed aa-

disservice
a-

disservicedisservice to the peoplepe ple who areare-
directly

,areare-
directlydirectly concerned with thethe-
probable

the-
probableprobable adverse effect ofof-
radiation

of-
radiationradiation . Little peoplepeuple are

confused as wellgswellaswelds:'
, the governorgovemgovernor-

of
rr-

ofof Alaska , William A . Egan whowho-
recently

who-
recentlyrecently '. remarked , "WhomWhom" areare-
we

are-
wewe to believe ? "

The Anaktuvuk '
PasPaPass§ problemproblem-

calls
problem-

callscalls for honest evaluationevaluat ion inin-inin-
stead

¬.-

stead of silly , childishchildish bickeringsbiekeringsbibiekerings-
of

keringskerings-
ofofofourour learned scientistscientists whowho-
persist

who-
persistpersist .inin.

.in ,
.-
saying

s-
aying.
saying , ., "TisTis" notnot-

neither
not-

neitherneither ," and "TisTis" too ." ',
v4"v-

It
4-

ItItItseemsseems to-'bcto'bcbctobetube-. .:' abputabout, timetime-
when

time-
whenwhen a falhedyfathetlyfatherly hand ' isis'broughtisbroughtis'brought-
to

s 'broughtbrought'brought-
to

'

to bear
'-

upon
u-

pon
'

upon the 'scientistsscientists'scie.ntistsscie.ntists'
.

andand-
make

and-
makemake them cooperate . There is iji-

no
j-

no .no room f6rforf r bickering when anan-
apparentlyapparentlyapparenlly dangerous situationtuations J;J-

existsexists thattha t threatens the( he great '

Arctic foodfoodchainchain . Ironically ,.

this threat !:is causedcaus d by one ol01cif
'

science'ssciencesscieJlce'sscieJlces' griatgreatg-'rbtg-rbt'
discoveriesdis overies - thethe-

splitting
the-

splittingsplitting of the atom and ititsits-

dangerous
*

dangerous side productpro uct , thethe-
radIOactive

the-
radioactiveradioactive fallout..


