Toking of Marine Mamms Is llegal

~* Warning: The {aking:of a mar-
ine mammal, deal or alive, with-
out a permit s an illegal act that

can subject the taker or posses- .

sor to a fine, an arrest, or both,
The protected species are por-
. poises,. seals, seal lions, whales,
polar beats, sea o'.ncrs. manatees
and walruses. :
Under - the -pravisions of the
Marine: Mammal Protection Act
of 1972 and related regulations,
none can be taken without a sci-
entific research permit or'a pub-
- lic display permit.,

The prohibitioh was restated

recently by the Nhtional Ocean- -

ic and A (mospheric Administra-
tion, because, of fthe recent in-
crease in" numbers ‘of marine
mammals salvagedifor their skins
by peuple who found them on
U'S. beaches, obviously soon af-
.ter death occurred. s

The - Commerce Department
agency's National Marine -Fish-
eries Service administers and en-
forces the act-as it applies to sea
lions, ~seals, .porpoises, and
whales. i

The other marine mammals
are the responsibility of the De-

partoient of the Interior. .

. Seals and sea lions ‘are! the
most ccommonly found ‘species.
In cach instance the finder, even
though unaware of wrongdoing,
is guilty of a violation of -the
law.if in_possession of a marine
mammal. ‘

The ‘correct. procedure ‘is ‘to

“leave the carcass where it:is and

inform state or local enforce-
ment .authorities or - the local
conservation. ¢epartment of the
situation. i
+The “ban - against retentjon
does-not apply to-bones, tecth,
or ivory .of marjne - mammals

found ‘on certain shorefands, pro-

.vided ‘such items ‘are’ registered

with agents; of cither the NMFS’

or the'Bureau of Sport Fisheries
and’ Wildlife within 30 days of
collection. . >

To date, but only as a tempo-
raty measure,'a very small num-
ber of law violators have been

punished only to the extent of

being forced. to relinquish ma-
rine. mammal pelts when state
authorities. found them to be in
illegal possession.

Act. 1

NMFS authorijties said, how-
ever, that from fow on ‘a strict-
er application of the law will
prevail in such situations. A yio--

‘lator, according tothe legal pro-

visions' covering 'such occasions,
can be fined as much as $10,000
per violation.  © ¢ i

By ‘a Letter [of - Agreement

_dated April’ 10, 1974, arrange-

ments were completed between’
the NMFS and the Smithsonian
[nstitute, authorizing the Insti-
tute to collect and utilize for
scientific research: dead marine
mammals found on U.S. beach-
es, Lot ; i

A systemfora* full ‘record
of  each culle%:liu’u ‘transaction
is provided forjin the agreement.
The 'rights and responsibilitics:
of the states as set forth in'ma-
rine -mammal legislation are not
affected 'in any way under the
new arrangement.

The agreement  pertains to
those species ‘under. NMFS re-

sponsibility “and"does not in-

“ clude ‘marine: mammals listed as

endangored or threatened under

Uthe Endangered Species Act of.
211973,



