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THE CAUSE OF ACTIVITY - Feverish activity is beginning toto-
develop

to-
developdevelop on the North Slope to begin tot install the huge 48-inch48inch48-mchmch48mch-
pipeline

48inch-
pipeline

-

pipeline thatthatwillwill transport the Prudhoe Bay oil011oil-
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.
.
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Newspeople ConvergeConve ge on PrudhoeP dhoe
By MARILYN RICHARDSRI'IIARDSRIIIARDSRICHARDS-
Members

RICHARDS-
Members

RI'IIARDS-
Members

( '

Members ofofvariousvarious newsnews-
media

news-
mediamedia from Alaska and thethe-
Lower

the-
LowerLower ' 4848lonverged48convergedconvergedlonverged: at thethe-
Fairbanks

the-
FairbanksFairbanks airport atal eight oneone-
mornll1g

one-
morningmorningmornll1g greetedgrected by officialsoflcl3lsoflofficials-
from

cl3lscl3ls-
fromfrom RCA-AlascomRCAAlascomRC A-AlascomAAlascom- , AlycskaAlyeskaAlyeska-
Pipeline

Alycska-
PipelinePipeline Service Co . andan AlaskanAlaskan-
Arcllc

Alaskan-
ArcticArcticArcllc Gas , who were sponsoringsponsormgsponsormg-
a

sponsoring-
aa tour of the North Slope'sSlopesSlope's-
facilities

Slope's-
facilities

'

facilities andaridandoperatIOnsaridoperationsoperationsoperations-
II

operatIOns-
ItIIIt was curiouslyurlollsly,: excitingexcltllexciting-

wondering
! !

wonderingwonderingwhowho waswa\wawathere\ there , wherewhl'rcwhlrcwhl'rc-
they

where-
they

'
theytheywerewere fromtrom and wluitwhtwhit, ! theythlthey-
represented

'

fepresentedrepresented The anticipationanllClpJtlOJanticipation-
of

]
of travelingtravehng alsodhoalsoadded-addedadded'added-' loluto theIheIhe-

excite
the-

excitementexcitementexcite men t , many of thet he presspre ,.

myself included ,. had never beenheenheen-
to

been-
toto Prudhoe BayJY before .,

We left FairbanksFan'banksFanbanks' plus sixtySIXsixty-
some

tyty-
somesome degree weatherweather to followfollow-
th

follow-
thetheth Trans-AlaskaTransAlaskaTrans.AlaskaTransAlaska-. oil011 pipelineplpehneplpehne-
route

pipeline-

routeroute in111 a chartered F-27F27- , a1<1-

turboprop
a-

turbopropturbo-propturboprop- jet The TananaTanana-
Valley's

Tanana-
Valley'sValley'sValleys'' rollingroiling lullshills111 lis , whosewhusewhuse-
leaves

whose-
leavesleaves were just buddinghuddinbbu dlOb greengreen-

were

green-

werewere soonOOll obscured by clouds .

Alaska is a land ofofsimulsimulsimul-simul-

taneous
simul-

taneous
¬-

taneous seasonsseason . ThroughThrough-
breaks

-

breaks in the cloudscluuds ,, we couldcould-
see

could-
seesee brown

.
where green onceonce-

appeahl
once-

appearedappcait-dappcaitdappea/hlappeahlappeared/ - Below there were ' ,

countless nameless rivers andand-
lak

and-
lakeslake'slakeslakslak ' s . Some Were partially rirn-rirnrim-rimrirn-
med

rim-
med

rim-
med

-

med with snow andandIceice . SomeSome-
wi

Some-
withwithwi th theirthcir originsJrigms( unknownunknown-
glinted

unknown-
glintedglinted silver in the sun .

Others were brown . SomeSome-
appeared

Some-
appearedappeared lost in the mountainmountain-
valleys

mountain-
valleysvalleys . Some were dying -

.
trapped with no place to comecome-
oror go - Ox Bow Lakes they areare-
called

are-
calledcalled , once

,

rivers-riversriversbut.- but nownow-
Continued

now-
Icontlnued

now-
ContinuedIcontlnued(Continued on Page 6)6)
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choked off from their otherother-
wates

other-
waterswaterswates{ which changed paths .

The plane'splanes' gradual descentdescent-
proved

descent-
provedproved another , change ofof-
scenery

of-
sceneryscenery . The still brown landland-
was

land-
waswas scarred with polygons ,

geometric designs formed by ice '"
wedges .

The continuous patterns ofof-
the

of-
thethe polygons over the ice andand-
snow

and-
snowsnow_ that now covered thethe-
terrainterrain made it impossible atat-
times

at-
timestimes to distinguish whether itit-
be

it-
bebe water or land beneath them .

We landedlandedatat Deadhorse ,

which both ironically andandconconcon-con-
venien

con-
veniently

¬-

venientlyvenien tly consisted only of aa-

terminal
a-

terminalterminal and bankba'nk
'

. Inside thethe-
terminal

the-
terminalterminal were waiting workersworkers-
who

workers-
whowho were anxious to departdcpart onon-
a

on-
aa 737 jetJct also ata\aathe\ the airport.. AA-

Herc
A-

HercHereHerc was unloading suppliessupplies-
nearby

supplies-
nearbynearby .

After boarding a bus , flatflat-
snow

flat-
snowsnow covered land was all oneone-
could

one-
couldcould see that was not sproutingsprouting-
with

sprouting-
withwith oiloj) derricks as many in thethe-
group

the-
groupgroup expected . There was nono-
wind

no-
windwind , which is rare , and thethe-
temperature

the-
temperaturetemperature was in the midmid-
twentics

mid-
twentiestwentiestwentics . The air ,. was brightbright-
with

bright-
withwith glare , the sky and earthearth-
reflectmg

earth-
reflectingreflectingreflectmg white making a somesome-some-
times

some-
times

¬-

times indistinguishable horizon .

The group then visited GasGas-
Arctic's

Gas-
Arctic'sArctic'sArctics' facility where pipe bothboth-
above

both-
aboveabove ground and buried , isis-

tested
is-

testedtested for permafrost degradadegrada-degrada-
tion

¬.-
tion .

Also on the agenda waswas-
RCA's

was-
RCA'sRCA'sRCAs' earth station equippedeqUipped-
with

equipped-
withwith a 10 meter dishdishreceivingreceivingreceiving-
micwwavc

receiving-
microwavemicrowavemicwwavc radio signals byby-
satellite

by-
satellitesatellite.,

This stationstat ion is one of threethree-
in

three-
inin the statestale . Others are at thethe-
Bartlett

the-
BartlettBartlett Earth Station , ValdczValdezV ldel ,

and Nina Point..

Two more arearc to be builtbuiltatatat-
Nome

at-
NomeNome and Bethel .., LouieLouie-
Custrini

Louie-
CustriniCustrini of RCA said therethere-
would

there-
wouldwould be approximately 15I15-

moremore stationsstal10ns built at the endcndcndofendofofof-
the

of-
thethe year providing "aa" fail safesafe-
system

safe-
systemsystem for pipelinepipclme construccomtruc-comtrucconstruc-comtruc-
tion

construc-
tion

¬-

": 'tion .,

About 60 milesmi1es of gravelgavelgavel-
roads

gravel-
roads

;
roads are laidlaidoutout on thethc slopeIlpe) .

The land is so flat ,. it would bebe-
casy

be-
easyeasycasy to lose directiondireclion . AnAn-
Atlantic

An-
AtlanticAtlantic RichfieldRichfieldofficialofficial adad-adad-
mitted

¬.-

mittedmit tcd he got lost once but waswawas-
tootoo embarrassed to call in forfor-
help

for-
helphelp.

The group alsoal o saw the dockdock-
facility

dock-
facilityfacility where barges wercwere .stst,. slillstillstill-
frozen

IIIII-
Ifrolcnfrozenfrolcn in the iceicc , the pipelinep1pelme
rard where 160 miles "ofof" the-thethe-

nost
I( helie -.

photographedphutographed pipespi es arclfeare,
" andandaa buildingbUildingwbuildingwherewherewwhere-

the
ereere-

thethe pipe is coaledcoated for either

above oror'beloworbelow'belowbelow' ground specialspecia-
ltreatment

specia-
ltreatmenttreatment .,

There.There. are also two producersproducers-
which

producers-
whichwhich supply most of thethe-
cement

the-
cementcement for construction locatedlocated-
onon the slope .

Prudhoe Bay'sBays'' "NationalNational"National-
Forest

"National-
Forest

"
Forest " ( one tree ) in BritishBritish-
Petroleum's

British-
Petroleum'sPetroleum'sPetroleums' new $2121$2\$22$2million$ \ millionmillion-
b

million-
basebaseb ;e camp ,. which is to open
JuneopenJune13 , was also visited . BP'sBPsBP's-
base

BP's-
base

'

base camp is built on 40 feet ofof-
steel

of-
steelsteel and concrete piling exex-exex-
tending

¬.-

tending partially into the 2,00020002,000-
feet

2,000-
feet

,

feet of permafrost..

Inside the complex ,. which isis-

colorfully
is-

colorfullycolorfully carpetedc petedrpeted and painted ,.

are 140 bedsNbeds\bedsbedswlmmilltbeds'vbedsv;\!;' swimmingwlmmillt pool ,

sauna , theater , conference room ,

andandrecreationrecreation facilitiesfacih ties inIin-inin-
cluding

¬-

cluding poolPQolPQolandpoolandand ping pongpong-
tables

pong-
tablestables among other games . TheThe-
complex

The-
complexcomplex has its own power ,

sewer andaod water plants . It alsoalso-
has

also-
hashas a glassed in sun deck 200200-
by

200-
byby 50 feet..

We ate at the AtlanticAtlantic-
Richfield

Atlantic-
RichfieldRichfield base camp , itselfitselfaa
$1212$ million 215 bed structurestructure-
with

structure-
withwithwith its own luingchang& mdnd similarsimilar-
facilities

similar-
facilitiesfacilities at BP'sBPs' . UncalledItItcalledIts\calledcalled\called thethe-
"Hilton

the-
"Hilton"HiltonHilton" of the( lie Slope .

' Twenty-TwentyTwenty-
eight

Twenty-
eight

Twenty-
eight

-

eight Eskimos mostly from thethe-
Barrow

the-
BarrowBarrow areaaf( a ,. arearc non-uniom/cdnonuniomcdnon-unionisedunionisednon-unionnonunionnonunionised-
employees

- liedlied-
employees

/
employees of ARCO , Liquor isI-
Snot

is-
notnot allowedallowedonon the Slope .

Sights along the tour alsoalalso-
included

oo-
includedincludedincludedaa refineryrefneryref nery andandseveralseveralseveral-
ground

several-
groundgroundgroundsquirrelssquirrels thatIhat( fiat werewere-
probably

were-
probablyprobably wonderingwonderrngwonderrngwhatwonderingwhatwhat in thethe-
heck

,'heck wentwenl o'hohtin'h duringouring theirthCJrthCJ-
rrecenrecentrecen t hibernationhibernation-

Prudhoe
hibernation-

Prudhoe
hibernation-

PrudhoePrudhoe Bay is divided intointo-
two

into-
twotwo sections , the westernwestern-
operated

western-
operatedoperated by BP andmid the easternea tern ,

operated by ARCO , for 1II1 otherother-
participating

other-
participatingparticipating oil companiescompdnles ItIt-
is

It-
isis estimated that it containscontal/1contal1contains-
recoverable /recoverable reservesrescrves of 9169.6916969169.6-
billion

9169.6-
billion

.

billion barrelsbarrcls "ofof".* of oil and 2626-
trillion

26-
trilliontrillion cubic feelfeet of gas .

Before returningrelurnrng lito> FairbanksFairbankFairbanks-
the

>
the F-27F27- followed part of theth( hehe-
proposedproposedpropo ed gas routerou te of AlaskanAlaskan-
Arctic

Alaskan-
ArcticArctic Gas , a consortiumcomortlUm of 2727-
Canaqian

27-
CanadianCanadianCanaqianCanadian and Alaskan gas comcom-com-
panies

com-
panies

¬-

panies . Off the coastlinecoastlmecoastlme-
tremendous

coastline-
tremendoustremendous and threateningthrealeningthrealening-
lookmg

threatening-
lookinglookinglookmglookingpressure-pressurepressure.pressure-. ridges of iceice-

were
cece-

wewerewe re seenseen-
We

seen-
We

seen-
WeWe turnedumedI back , circledcucledcucled-

Prudhoe
circled-

PrudhoePrudhoe Bay.lYlY. , andandreturnedreturned byby-
the

by-
thethe oil pipeline route , passingpassing-
over

passing-
overover the( lie icy blue and hmwnIlrownbrownIlrown-
polygons

brown-
polygonspolygons scratched deep byhy thethe-
wind

the-
windwind We passed fro/.cnfro.cnfro.cncnfrolenfrozen/. andand-
Oowing

and-
flowingflowingOowing rivers , glaciated bluffs ,.

theIhe pipelineplpelll1e road ,. mountainsmoul1laimmoul1laim-
and

mountains-
andand hillshilb We passedpa sed fromfrom-
Alaska's

from-
Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' latelatc winterwrntcr backhack to10 itsItS-

early
its-

earlyearly summer .


