
Full Title AskedAsked-
For

Asked-
ForFor 96 Million Acrescres,

The Arctic Slope Native AsAAs-
sociation

"
socmtion8Oclatlonsociation isI " inm the process ofof-
filing

of-
filingfiling with the state and fed-fedfe-

dclaimfor

fed-
eral

fed-
eral

-
eral gov'mmentgovmmentgovernment(' a huge landland-
claimfor

land-
claimforclaim-forclaimfor- about 96 millionmillion-
acres

million-
acresacres inI Alaska'sNorthAlaskasNorth' Slope .

The claim-theclaimthe- largest yetyet-
made

yet-
madeAlaskaencompasseslandsmade inm AlaskaAlaska-encomposBeBAlaskaencomposBeBAlaska--encompassesencompassesAlaskaencomposBeB1-
8IIds

---encompasses
lands18IIds on whichwInch theret"el'PtelP" ' is muchniirhOJniirh-
oil

", ""
oil0,1010,1andoiland, and gas exploration .

"WeWe" are seekingseeillng full titletitle-
to

title-
toto the' landlandsoBO80so that by use of

the ' naturulnaturalnaturulrourclrourclresources(", '' WPwe mnvmaymay-
becomeplomebecome[, , an economically mdinde-indeind-
ependent

(-
pendent , selself-supportingselfsupportingf-lfl-UpportJng seg-segseg-
ment

seg-
ment

-

ment of PJ'RldentPJRldentPresident'( John"on'bJohnonbJohnson'sJohnsonsJohn"on'b-
Great

Johnson's-
Great

" '

Great Society&> clety," said HughlIulhlIulh-
Nichols

Hugh-
Nichols

(
Nichols , a member of the as-asaEtanas-
sociation's

aE-
t8Oclaton's

-,

sociation'ssociations8Oclaton's8Oclatons! ' board , in an intermtel-mtelinter-mtel-
view

inter-
view '-¬-
view .

"ByBy" attractingattractlnll potentialpotentialmpotentialinm-min-inm-

asecableto

m-
dustnal

in-
dustrial

-
dustnaldustrial development,, nownow-
foreseeable

now-

foresecabletoforeseeableforesecabletoasecabletoto the area , it willWill-
proVIde

will-
provideprovide jobslobs , higher livinghvmghvmg-
standards

living-
standardsstandards and8IId a positiveposibve fufu-fufu-

ture
fu-

ture
¬-

ture for the people ," he said .

"TheThe" Eskimo people of thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic Slope feel that withWIwith-
title

thth-
lltletitlelltle to the land andandItsits nchrichnch-
resources

rich-
resourcesresources that they areere nownow-
c

now-
capablecapablec able ofofcreatingcreating anWI areaarouarou-

Con"nued

area-
Continued(? Con"nuedConnuedContinuedCon"nuedonContinuedon" on Po.ePoePape. 8)8)



Huge Land Claim FiledFiledCo-
ntinued

. 0. 0. ,

( ContlnuodContinued from" 0 " p..
o.fofwfthschools. self-sufficiencyselfsufficiency-- withwfthwith-
schoolsschoolsschools , hospitals,, and sani81111isani-sanisani-
tation

¬.-
tation facilities forror all the vil-vilViI-ViIidt-idtvil-
laxesfree

Vi-
Ilaxes

idt-
laxes

-
laxesfreelaxes free of government agenagen-agen-
cy

agen-
cy

¬-
cy aid or assistanceas/listanceaslistance/ . "

Tholhe"TheThe" area claimedcl mmed includesmclUdesmclUdes-
all

Includes-
allall theHe, landswldsI north of aII linolineline-
running

line-
runningrunning east from the ChukchiChukchi-
Sea

Chukchi-
SeaSea along the 68th North LatLat-Lat-
itude

Lat-
itude

-¬-
itude to the 148th West LongiLongi-Longi-
tude

Longi-
tude

¬-
tude and north of said longilongi-longi-
tude

longi-
tude

¬-
tude to 68 degrees , 30 minmln-mlnmin-minmln-
utes

min-
utes

¬-
utes ., North LatitudeLoti tude , thenthen-

east
then-

easteast along said latitude toto-
141st

to-
141st141st West Longitude whichwhich-
ISis the CanadianCanadi an borderInrderharder .

The arealIrea generally includesincludes-
all

includes-
allall that northnorthofof the BrooksBrooks-
Rllllge

Brooks-
RangeRangeRllllge dividedi vide .,

"OurOur" people havehav been onon-
this

on-
thisthis land for over 8,00080008K)08K0, ( ) years ,
3,0003000, yearsyea rs before MosesMoses-
brought

Moses-
broughtbrought the children of IsraelIsrael-
out

Israel-
outout of Egypt,, andWld we feel byby-
aboriginal

by-
aboriginalaboriginalaboriginalnghtaboriginalrightrightnght we have justjust-
claim

ustust-
chumclaimchum to the land,, " NicholsNichols-
smd

Nichols-
saidsaidsmd.

WilliamWilham L . Paul StSr . , an atat-atat-
torney

at-
torney

¬-
torney from Seattle , has beenbeen-
emplcyld

been-
employedemployedemplcyld: by the associationassociation-
toto put forth the claim formalformal-formal-
ly

formal-
ly

¬-
ly to the state and formalformal-
government

formal-
governmentgovernment . Paul ,. a TlingitTlingitf-
rom

Tlingitf-
romfrom Southeast Alaska., is a1\1\1-
former

a-
formerformer president of the AlaskaAlaska-
N

Alaska-
NativeNativeN alJve Brotherhood , an organorgan-organ-
i

organ-
zatlon

organ-
ization

¬-
izationzatloni which pressed the abab-abab-

original
ab-

original
-¬-

original daimclaim of SoutheastSoutheast-
Alaskans

Southeast-
AlaskansAlaskans for landsIl1I1ds taken byby-
the

by-
thethe formationfurmation of the TongnssTongassTongass-
NalJonal

Tongass-
NationalNationalNalJonal Forest .

PaulPaulsentsent a letter of propro-pro-
test

pro-
test

-¬-

test to Governor Egan andmd thethe-
Deportment

the-
DepartmentDepartmentDeportment of InteriorIntenor lastlast-
week

last-
weekweek .

Attorney GeneralGen ral Warren C.
Colver , in answeringanswenng the letlet-letlet-
ter

let-
ter

¬-

ter to Governor Egan , saidsaidItitIt-
was

it-
waswas up to the federal governgovern-govern-
ment

govern-
ment

-¬-
ment and not to the state toto-
decide

to-
decidedecide whether valid nativenative-
claims

native-
claimsclaims existed on land sse-sesel-
ected

se-
lected

--
lected by the state .

GeneralGeneralltleetingGeneralltleeting-
The

MeetingMeeting-
The

Meeting-
TheThe people of Barrow heldheld-

aa general meeting on January

byCharles15 whichwhichwaswas presided by
Charles EdwardsenEdwardson Jr. duringduring-
which

during-
whichwhich he presentedpreagnted} brieflyhfiefly thethe-
history

the-
historyhistory of Native landIlIIId claimsclaims-
and

claims-
andand theirthClr significance inI thethe-
plans

the-
plansplans of the new organization .

He1\e1e\ further reviewedrevlCwed the workwork-
that

work-
thatthat had been done by theUleUle-

orglUllzmg
the-

organizingorganizingorglUllzmg committeemmmltl .(' (> . A votevote-
of

vote-
ofof confidence by the peoplepooplpeople-
affirmed

. .

affirmed the efforts of thatthat-
groUI

that-
groupgroupgroUI) .

The problempro-ternproternpJ"temtem'"- committee waswas-
composed

was-
composedcomposedcomposedofof Rev . Samuel SimSIm-SIm-
mons

Sim-
mons

-¬-
mons , Charles EdwardsenEdwardson Jr ,

Hugh Nicholls ,. andI1I1d Guy Oka-OkaOka-
kok

Oka-
kok

Oka-
kok

---
kok .

Edwardsen then turned thethe-
meeting

the-
meetingmeeting over to the people forfor-
electionIet\onIetonelection!:\ : ofofnewofnenewne v offirereofficers .

New OfficersOfficers-
Those

Officers-
ThOBe

Officers-
ThoseThoseThOBe electedelectedwerewere : SamSam-

Taalak
Sam-

TaalakTaalak , president;; Abel Ak-AkAk-
pik

Ak-
pik

Ak-
pik

-
pik , vice president,, CharlesCharles-
Edwardsen

Charles-
EdwardsonEdwardsenEdwardson Jr , vice presipresi-¬-
dentdentpresident;;; James Nayak , secresecre-secret-
ary

secre-
tary

-¬-
tary ; andaidWI d Fred KanayurakK an ayu rak ,

treasurer .

_ Three menmere were then apap-apap-
pointed

-¬-

pointedappointedby President TaalakTaalak-
toto serve as Executive DirecDirec-Direc-
tors

Direc-
tors

-¬-
tors aid.andand. they WereWf'reWfre' :. Rev . SamSam-Sam-
uel

Sam-
uel

-¬-
uel SimmonsSlmmO/1sSlmmO1s/ ,. Hugh NichoiisNichollsNlChois ,

and Walton Amagouak .
Following thisthil' , the meetingmeeting-

agam
meeting-

againagainagam stressed the primaryprimary-
objective

primary-
objectiveobjective mentionedmenlJoned abovealnve .

AsksAsks'SupportAsksSupportAsks'Support-
Earlier

Asks'Support-
Earlier

'SupSup'
portport-

EarlierEarlier , letters had beenbeen-
sent

been-
sentsent by the interim committeecommittee-
asking

committee-
askingasking support from Point ,".

Hope , PointPomt Lay , WainwnghtWainwright ,

Anaktuvuk P&ssPssPI1SsPass& , Colville.01ville('.0101. ville ,

and KaktankKaktoY1kKaktovik ,
Although the ASNA initiallymltlallymltlally-

meuded
initially-

includedincludedme/udedmeuded/ that area where thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople are modimoStmoStcloselyclosely asaa-aaas-asaa-
sociated

as-
sociated

-¬-

sociated by dialect,, familyfamily-
ties

family-
tiesties , historic whalingwhalmg andand-
hunting

and-
huntinghunting routes ,. other EskimoEskimo-
villages

Eskimo-
villagesvillages beyond the area covcoy-coycov-coy-
ered

cov-
ered

-¬-

ered were asked to become alal-alal-
hed

al-
lied

¬-
liedhed and that they were welwel-welwel-
come

wel-
come

¬-
come to contact the AssociaAssocIa-AssocisAssocIa-
tion

Associs-
tion

-¬

tion for information .
General DiscussionDiscussion-

InIn a general discussionwscussion thatthat-
fullowed

that-
followedfollowedfullowed the formalrormal businessbusiness-
ofof the meetingmeetJng , such subjectssubJeetssubJeets-
as

subjects-
asas population of the ArcticArctic-
Slope

Arctic-
SlopeSlope area were mentioned .

The audienceudlence was told thatthat-
according

that-
accordingaccording to storiesstones handedhlllldedhllllded-
down

handed-
downdown and accordingaccordmg to anthroanthro-anthro-
pologists

anthro-
pologists

-¬-
pologists and archaeologistsarchaeo ogists ,.

that area supportedsupportedaboutabout
30,00030000,ooo Eskimos around thethe-
early

-
early 1800's1800s1800 ' s .

That was generally the tamelimelime-
when

tame-
whenwhen early voyagers fromfrom-
such

from-
suchsuch countriesCOuntrlCS as England,,
RussiaRussI a,,, and theth UnitedUmted StatesStates-
began

States-
beganbegan to arrive in Alaska andand-
Its

and-
itsIts northern regions , andandwithwithwith-
them

with-
themthem came the new diseasesdiseases-
for

diseases-
forfor which the EskimosEljklmosEqkimos had nono-
Immunity

no-
immunityimmunity .

. . , _TO ! : j ij- -These didiseasesseases descendeddescended-
upon

descended-
uponupon the people and they dieddied-
off

died-
offoff by the thousands . WholeWooleWoole-
camps

Whole-
campscamps were wiped outout.. NoNo-
family

No-
familyfamily was spared . For moremore-
than

-.

than a hundred years , deathdeath-
was

death-
waswas the constant uninvitedonmvitedonmvited-
guest

uninvited-
guestguest in10 every Eskimo homehome-
from

home-
fromfrom Bristol Bay to the shoresshores-
of

shores-
ofof the ArcticArclJc Ocean .

The spokesmanspokesmllll said :

"YetYet" despitedespite death ,. abuseabu se,

exploitationexplOi tatlon ,. neglect,, and thethe-
dt'pletlOn

the-
depletiondepletiondt'pletlOndtpletlOn' of his life'slifeshfc'shfcs' sussu8-su8sus-su8t-
enance

sus-
tenance

-¬-
tenance , theth (' immutable EskiEski-Eski-
mo

Eski-
mo

¬-
mo managed totD persevere toto-

retaIn
to-

retainretain his sensese se of selfS'lfSlfS'lfreselfre(' rere-re-re-
spect

re-
spect

¬-
spect,, his dignity and hishis-
cui

his-
cultureculturecui ture .

"AndAnd" how have the peoplepeople-
been

people-
beenbeen ableabl e to survivesum ve such caca-cacal-
amity

ca-
lamity

-¬-

lamity and stillsl1llsl1llretamstillretainretainretam theirtheir-
abihty

their-
abilityabilityabihty to quickly leantlearn newnew-
WllyS

new-
wayswaysWllyS , to stillstili be light-heartedlightheartedhght-heartedhght-- ,.

to be able to laughaughI at theirtheir-
own

their-
ownown mistakes '?'

"BecauseBecause" the land inm whichwhich-
they

which-
theythey have lived forror the pastpastU-

IOUSWld
past-

thousandsthousandsUIOUSWld! of yearsyMrs , and whichwinchwinch-

they

which-

theythey claimclwm as their own , hashas-
I

has-
mparted

has-
impartedimpartedmpartedI to the characterchracter ofof-
the

of-
thethe peoplepeo\JlepeoJle\ a tenacitytenacitenacity--atenacityaty--atya---a perseperse-perse-
verance

perse-
verance

-¬-
verance andandaa will to over-overover-
come

.-,>

comecornEl adversities whichwhichewfewfew-
other

(ewew-
otherother races possess . . . "

ImpassionedIossionedI ossioned SpeechSpeech-
During

Speech-
DuringDuring the discussiondi scussion periperI-perm-permperI-

od
perm-

od
-¬-

od , Noah Itta gave an impasImpaa-Impaaimpas-Impaa-
sioned

impas-
sioned

-¬-

sioned address in10 his own nana-nana-
tive

na-
tive

-¬-
tive Inupiatlnuplat dialect totD a hushhush-hush-
ed

hush-
ed

-¬-
ed audience . Hetie said in partpart-part-

"I
'-

"II"1 am happy that there arelire ,.
at last,, people taking actionaction-
to

action-
toto the traditionaltradi tion alprotectprotectthe hunthunt-hunhunt-
ing

-¬
ing lands of the Eskimo . InIn-
the

In-
thethe past ,. they had alwaysalWllySalalways-
traveled

WllySWlly-
Straveledtraveled the coastconst,, the tuntun-tuntun-
dra

tun-
dra

¬-
dra , and the foothillsroot4lsroot4 \lsls\ of thethe-
mOUiltains

the-
mountainsmountainsmOUiltains to the south in thethe-
everevere-

ei

ee-

ie:shiftingshiftingpursuitpursuit
.ofofof gameggame-

to
e: ; lat:to feed theire families ,.

"NowNow" I seesoo these landslands-
would

I andsands-
wouldwould be retained for mymy-
people

my-
peoplepeople-peoplepeopleand-' and$1d1d$ theirtejr Children's-Children'sChildrens.children'S.childrenS(.Children's-
childrem

children's-
children

''-childremchi1dchildrennt.4y.MyY Jtepl\JteplheiJteplpp1heheletheart\,i tebfclet' pp14ppY;> P* i"''. . ., . . ,.


