Children Write About D.éplqrable Housing

WASHI N, D.C-“The
wind bN whur'd and ‘comes

¥ ol use. up the cellar
i vp the old lino-
f ‘also gets around
] es below zero,
ith: winds qusting up to

60& oh.

[hat was the way cn eighth
rade student at Covenant
Figh School in_ Unalokleet,

».(M'l;slku, described his home
in a letter to Senator E.L.
B?;;Im (D-Alaska).

a project the sfudent nnd.'

his ‘12 classmates wrote Sen-
ator. Bartlett about housing
conditions in Unalakleet, o
small fishing village on Nor-
ton Sound in Western Alaska

less than 200 miles south of

the: Arctic Circle.

They wrote to Senator Bart-
lett, because, as a 13-year-old
boy.said, “‘... you are the one
who is trying to pass the bill
‘about the Housing Program.”

The student was referring
toa bill introduced by Bartlett
last session which would es-
tablish a special native hous-
ing program in Alaska.

tor Bartlett said he
woul
members of the Senate Hous-

show the letters to the -

ing Subcommitiee when they
consider the bill.
“The .letters, better than
could the most eloguent
kesman,  describe  the

acking ‘nousiug conditions
in our native villages and the
hopes of the natives for a bet-
ter way of life,”" Senator
Bartlett said.

One studgnt wrote. in_a
Rolgnunnm erstatement, *‘Our
ouse is only 20' x 18 and is
a one-room house. It is very
small for a family of eight.
Sometimes when we come home
from basketball or someplace
itis ver‘ cold” .
“More than ane eighth grader
expressed concem over rough
wooden floors in many of the

ses.
“When the children are run-

ning around barefoot, th t
g re o, ey g

splinters  from

one correspondent

of Alasku’s notive villages
too poor in many instances fo
build new homes, but that ex-
isting federal housing pro-
grams were inapplicable be-
cause federal building stand-
dards were too high for con-
struction costs in Alaska.

““The basic problem is not a
need to build handsome, airy
sttuctures which might be pos-
sible in other areas of the no-
tion. The basic problem is
that our native people need
warm shelters, and you cannot
et any mere basic than that,”
Senator Bartlett observed.

A 13year-old girl summed
up the feeling of ﬂ-e students
simply with the observation,
“I think many people in this
vill would be happier if
they had better housing.”’

welve students favored en-
actment of a housing program.
The thirteenth student, while
pporting




