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ChildrenCh
.

ldren, WriteWrite
!

rite About Deplorable
.

ep rable Housing
WASHINWASWASiINC! IN TOMrJON , D.C-"TheD.CTheD.CDC"TheTheD.C"The-

wind
D.C"The-

wind
.-. -.- "

wind blowsblQsblowsbordbIQWIhardbIQWIhardand* -bordbordhard-,.
,
;hardandandandcomescomescomes-

under
comes-

underunder 'oufouf'OlltOlltout' house ,. up the cellareel/oreeloreelor-
and

cellar-
and

/
andandpushliSandpv5ha3pushespushliSpv5ha3 'upup' the old linolino-lino-
leum

lin-
oleumIf

-¬-

leumleum-IfleumIf:.:' ,;'' 1
-
ffff'( '-alsoa-lso'-alsoa-lso''also gets aroundaround-

thirty
aroun-

dthirtythirty'; degreesdegreseQres, below zero ,

with winds gusting up toto-
foy

to-
fortfortyfoyfort,! mphmp , "! '

That was the way on eightheighth-
grade

eighth-

gradegraderade student at CovenantCovenant-
High

Covenant-
HighHighligh School in Unalakleet ,,

! .

, Alaska , described his homehome-
i

home-

iiiinjiiii ; aQ letter to Senator E.LEL...

Borjlett8i1rtlettBartlett (0-Alaska(00Alaska( I.AlaskaIAlaska).- Alaska) . .

jfts.sstis'. a project thethesludentsiudentsludentstudent andand-

hi

'

hi $ t12' 12 classmatestlassmates wrote SenSen-Sen-
ator

Sen-
ator

-¬-

ator Bartlett'Bartlett'
about housinghousing-

conditions
housing-

conditionsconditions in UnalakleetUnalaklee! ,. aa-
small

a-
smallsmall frshlngfishing vivillage1I0ge Oilof ? Norl4or .

toittollto Sound in Western AlaskaAla5kaAlaska-
less

,

lessles$ than 200200milesmiles south orofof-

ihe.Arctic
00-

theArctic

{

theArcticihe.ArcticiheArcticthe ,. Arctic Circle .

TheyTheywrotewrote to Senator BartBart-Bart-

lett
Bart-

lett
¬-

lett, because , as a 13-year-old13yearold13-yeor-oldyeor-- --

borboy13yeoroldboy13yearoldboy
) said, ". . . you are the oneone-

who
one-

whowho is trying to pass the billbill-
about

bill-
aboutabout the Housing Program .

If"I-
fTheTheThestudentstudent waswos referringreferring-

too
referring-

tootoatoo bill introduced by BartlettBartlett-
last

Bartlett-
lastlast Session whichwhichwouldwouldwouldeseses-eses-
tablsh

es-
tablish

¬-

tablishtablshtablshatablisha! a specialspecialnotivespecialnativenativenotive hous-
ing

houshous-housi-

ng
-¬-

ing program in Alaska.
SenatorSerJatorSe ator Bartlett said hehe-

would
he-

wouldwouldwouldwouldshowshow the letters to thethe-

members

the-

membersmembers of theth. Senate Housfious-fiousHous--¬-

ing1ng SubcommitteeSubcornmittee when theythey-
consider

they-
considerconsider the bill .,

"TheThe" lettersI ett rs, better thatthanthan-
could

than-
couldcould the mostmosteloquent-eloquenteloquent'eloquenteloquent-
spokesman

'eloquent-
spokesman

-'-
spokesmanspokesman ,. describe thethe-
shocking

the-
ockingshockingshockinghousi19ocking housingtousipghousi19! conditionsconditions-

inin our nativenollve villages and thethe-
hopes

the-
hopeshopes of the natives for a betbet-bet-
ter

bet-
ter

¬-

ter way of life ," SenatoiSenatorSenator-
Bartlett

Senator-
BartlettBartlett said .

One studentstud"tstudtstud," t wrote ,. in eaa-
poi

a-
poignantpoipoignantgnant understatementunderstatement , "OurOur"Our-
house

"Our-
house

"
house is onlyon1 202{) ' x 18' and iisis-
a

is-
aa tone-roomtoneroomlone-roomloneone-roomoneoneroomhouse-- househouse

. It is ververyvery-
small

very-
smallsmall for a family ofofeighteight .

SometimesSOmetimeswhenStimetimeswhenwhen we come homhomfhomthomf-

from

homt-

fromfrom basketballboOketbolJboOketbolJorbasketballor! or someplacesomeplace-
itit is veryvery cold . "

More thantan one eightheighthgradergradergrader-
expressed

grader-
expressed

grader-
expressedexpressedexpressedconcemexpressedconcernconcernconcem over roughrough-
wooden

rough-
wooden _ . ._1j ii : .C-.C.-
Chouses

-wooden floors in many of thethe-
houses

the-
houseshouses .

"WhenWhen" the childrenchi Idren are runrun-run-

ning

run-

ning

-

ning around barefootborefoot , theytheyelgegetget-
splinters

elel-
ssplinterss linters from the woodeiwoodenwooden-
flaors

woolenwool-
enf

woolen-
oorsfloorsflaorsf oors, " one correspondedcorrespondentcorrespondent-

exe'ained
correspondent-

exexplainedexe'ainedexeainedex Iained' .

keepinghousesButGilt the difficulty in keepinkeeping;
houses warm was the mairmainmain-
concem

main-
concernconcernconcem .

One boyboywrotewrote , "TheThe" floorfloorsfloorsfloors-
are

floors-
are

:
are like bigliig icece cakescokes wherwhenwhen-
we

when-
wewe step on it . We allallwontallwantwantwont toto-
get

'

get up in a nicnnl _ warmran house, . ""
Another safdsaidsaidfiid, "Some-find"SomeSomefind"SorbHjndSorbHjnd"" - iit-

hard
itit-

h
it-

rdhardh rd to heat up their houseuseshouseshusesw-
hich

houses-
which

,

which have crackscrocks in the floofloorfloorfloor-
and

floor-
andandandwallswalls where thethesnowsnosnowsnow-
blaws

snow-
blows

>

blowsblaws in andandmakesmakes it eveneven-
harder

even-
harderharder vetletZet to heat ."

And !'' . . .whenwhen. there is littlelittle-
heat

little-
heathealheat often it willwillescopewillescapeescapeescopeescope-
through

escapet-
hroughthrough tiny Crockstracks wherewhere-
there

where-
therethere isn'tisnt' much insulation . "

The effect of the poor houshous-housi-
ng

hous-
ing

-¬-
ing on the village waswos not lostlost-
on

lost-
onon the childrenchil dren .,

"TheThe"" people that have gonegone-

OWC

gone-

awayawayOWC/OWCOWCandawayand'!/ andandcomecome backbock to visitvisit-
find

visit-
findfind that they haven'thavent' a placeplace-
toto stayslay , so: theytheytheyusuallyte usually returnreturn-
to

return-
toto the place theythey have comecome-
from

come-
f

come-

romfromfrom . "
The same letterlett r stated in aa-

sentence
a-

sentencesentence the reason whywhynecnecnec-nec-
essary

ne-
cT

nec-
ry

¬-

essaryessaryrepairsryryrepairsrepairs are not made .T" livedlived-
in

lived-
in
"TheThee peoplepeaple who have
in their old house preare somesome-some-
times

some-
times

-¬-

times too poor to get materialsmateriolsmateriols-
to

materials-
toto buildbuilbuildanotherddanotheranother house ."

When Senator Bartlett introintro-intro-
duced

intro-
duced

-¬-

ducedexplainedthathis bill he explainedexplained-
thatthat not onlyonlywerewere the people

of Alaska'sAlaskasAlasku'liAlaskuliAlaskuAlaskus' s nativenolie'! villages1i11ages1i11ages-

too

villages-
too

'
too poorpoorin, in many instancesjlst"cesjlstcesinstances, " toto-

build

to-

buildbuildbuildnewnew homes ,, but that exex-exex-
i.stino

ex-
isting

¬-

istingi.stinoistino. federal'' housingLousing propro-pro-
grams

pro-
grams

--¬

grams were inapplicable bebe-bebe-
cause

be-

cause
-¬-

cause federal buildingbuibuildingstandIdingIdingstondstand-standstond-stondstand-
dards

stond-
dards

stand-
dards

--

dards wereWefe too hihighahoh
,
for concon-con-

struction
con-

struction
¬-

struction costs in AlaskaAla.kaAlaka:. .

"TheThe" basic problem is not aa-
need

a-
needneed to build handsome , airyairy-
stluctures

airy-

stiucturesstricturesstiucturesstluctures whichwhiwhichmightchchmimightmi ght be pospos-pos-
sible

-¬.
sible in other areas of the nana-no-nonat-

ion
no-

ti
-¬

tionti on . The basic problem isis-
that

is-
thatthat our nativenati ve peoplepeople needneed-

wann

need-

wanewarmwannwane shelters , anaand you'ouou)' cannotcannot-
set

cannot-
aetactaetset any moremoTe basic than thatthot , "

Senator Bartlett3artlett' observed .

A 13-year-old13yearold13.year-old13.yearold13.year13year-.- - girlgirlummedgirlsummedsummedummedsummed-
up

,ummed-
upup the feelingfeel ing of the studentsstudents-
simp

students-
simplysimplysimpsimplywith', withwi th the observation ,
"II"' thinkthinkmanyinkmanyt ink many people in thisthis-
village

this-
villagevillage would be happier ifif-
th

if-

thetheyththethehadhadhad better housing .
If"If-

TwelveTwelveTwelve students favoredfa100redfatedfa100redenfatedenenen-enen-
actment

en-
actment

¬-

actment ofofaa housing program .

The thirteenththirteenthstudentstudent , whilewhile-
supporting

while-
supportingsupporting a government propro-propro-

gram

pro-
thought

¬-

gram , thought the residents ofof-

Unalakleet
of-

UnalakleetOnalakleetUnalakleet wouldwould"appreciate"appreciateappreciate"oppreciaeoppreciae"oppreciae-
their

"appreciate-
their

" :
theivtheir houses more " if theythey-

built
they-

builtbuilt their own homes ratherrather-
thanthan if the governmentemment diddid-

"it aIlkrththkrthth"itit" allaIl for them . "
Under the Senator'sSenators' bill , asas-

much
as-

muchmuchmuchworkworkworkasas possible wouldwould-

be

would-

bebe done by the residents .


