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Resident Artist at Village of Shishmaref-
Gabriel Gely’s Influence Reflected Among Eskimo Artists

JOHN SINNOK, soapstone, approx.

12”

By LYNN CHAMBERS

In July of 1971, Gabriel Gely,
a French artist specializing i
oil painting, came to Alaska to
live in a village to do his own
oil painting and to stimulate
creative art work among the
tesidents of that village.

Mr. Gely traveled to many vil-
lages to familiarize himselt with
the local sttwation in cach vill

and to selecta place of residence,

where he felt the current craft
activity could be up-graded 1o
the fine arts catagory.

He tound many villages that
he wanted to work with, but in
the end chose Shishmaref be-
cause  Community  Enterprise
Development Corporation
(CEDC)Y  was already working
with an arts and crafts co-op
there and CEDC sponsored Mr.
Gely.

Some of the items pictured
here are examples of the work
produced after Mr. Gely had
been in Shishmaref for several
months. Unless otherwise noted,
the photos were made by Clark
Mishler.

Mr. Gely has taken a year
off 1o spend with Iis family
in Canada.  Mr. Teddy Pullock
formerly of King Island, who
spent several years studying un-
der Ron Senungutuk at the U,
of A., replaced Mr. Gely
Shishmaref.  The work of the
people in Shishmaref continues
for the most part, to be in-
novative and creative.  Credit
should also be given to Melvin
Olanna who conducted several
workshops in Shishmaret under
the Ulof A.. Dwision of State-
wide services.

The items now being created
in Shishmare! under the vuid-
ance ol fisst  Mro Gely, Mr,
Olanna and now Mr. Pullock
are currently  being promoted
and marketed exclusively by
Kennedy Galleries of New York
City, one ot the countries tore-

most spectalist in American art

Ihis approach ot upgrading
current crafts mto fine arts s
already giving o Tagher dollar
return to o the artst and wall
continue to do so for mam
years to come

Currently, cooperative eftorts
are bemg made by CEDC and
the Alaska State Department of
Lconomic Development 1o lo
cate additional tunds to hare
more tramed artists to lve m
other villages

One problem bemg encounter
edas convinemg fundimy sources
that there are other villages that
would like to have an artist Inve
in the village to help sumulate
fine wrt work. These “artists-
in-residence™ can be unlized o
assist village people s working
with any materal - whale bone,

vory,glass, ol metal, prass,
clay, skins, and jade, to mention
afew

The people who would hke
to have an artst hve and work
with them m then village should
write a letter requesting such an
artist, to either Mro Frank See.
Chairman, Board ol Directors.
Conmuntiv Foterprise Develop-
ment Corporation, 503 W
Northern Lights Boulevard, An-
chorage Alaska 995030 or 1o
me Lynn Chambers Coordinator
of Arts and Crafts Development,
338 Denali Street. Anchorage.
Alaska

Please understand that tunds
have not yet heen located. How-
ever. the more letters recewed
the more money we should be
able to get. The Natonal -
dowment  for the Arnts, The
Department ot Health, Fducat-
on, and Wellure, Burcau ol In
dian Affars, and  The State
Department of - Fducation are
among those sources to he ap

proached for funds based upon

the letters ol request recerved
The Regional Corps at this
tme do not have vrant tunds
available for this tvpe ot pro-
ject. Hopetully within
few vears, they will

the next

FLORA WEYIOUANNA . skin on felt, approx. 307 x 157
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JOHN SINNOK,

whale

bone and ivory,

approx. 2"
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Exxon Offers
Cash Prizes
For Artists

A state-wade contest for res-
dent Alaskan artists, the fust 1o
ofter major cash prizes, has been
announced by Exxon Company.,
US.A.

Purchase  awards of SS500
are bemy oftered Alaskan artists
tor then winnmg ‘entries oy
competittion that will result m
the creation ot the Salon ol
Aliskan Artists, o teavehing dis
play ot Tocally produced quality
art that will tour major museums
andwallenies meothe Tower 4N
Tor two vears

Fhe contest
ducted mocooperation with the
ALiska State: Muscum. Winners
will be determmed by o panel
of Judges. one - from Alaska and
two trom the Fower 45

Fusto second and thind place
winners will be selected e tive
wcategories Graphic \is |
Block Prmtmyg N Other
Gaaplue Arts, pamtines ot
water-colors, cter collages erch
mngsengraving, etes 30 Sculpture.,
Lo Weaving and Baskeny - and
S0 Crats
woodworkimg, jeweliv, ete

st place winners - cach
category - will purchase
awards of ST.000: second plice.,
S3000 thurd place winners will
receve S200

“We o have  attempted 1o
develop a program that would
have a specal attiaction tor
Alaskan artists who have not
achieved widespread recoemnon

bewe con

ceramics, metals

receive

outside the state.” sand o com
pany  spokesman “We o have
placed a0 premium on high

quahty because we fe
exceptional creatine cltorts
Alaskan artists e equal tothe

quahinn ot e produced

where

Entnes e the contest will
be receved by the \1 e Museun
- Juneau hegmmng July |

Winners will be announced Sep
tember 14,19

A brochure, teatume the
winmmy artists and their work,
will accompany the
the  tou o the Lower s
They will be distnbuted free ot
charge

A prospectus wath tull detanl
ol the proviam s avalable fron
Lxxon Companyv, US AP O
Box B0 Anchorare. Alska
99510

display on

Auroral Studies

FAIRBANKS
National  Science Foundation
rescarch orants have
ceived by the  Univerainy ot
Alaska, two of which will 1
nance additional auroral studies
by the Geophysical Institute

A\ grant of ST70400 0 will
\“P[N\l] I(\l WO more vedrs a
project entitied “Color hmagmy
ol Auroras.™ Tt bones the total
ob NSE support tor the project
tar S334 400

This project ander the
direction of Do 1o Neil Davis
deputy director of the mstitute
and Thomas J. Halhinan will
mnvolve the use ot color tele
VISION svstenms 41Hll mMmovie cam
eras to study the color and
motion of auroras m an attempt
to understand the natwe of o
commg particles from above the
atmosphere which ereatd aurorns

An NSE grant of $30,000 will
support tor 12 months a project
entitled “Theoretical Studies ot
Incoherent Scat
ter,” which will be directed by
Danmiel W. Swift

A NSE grant of 56,000 will
support for two more veans
contimmng study ol coar colo
in- Arctic and Subarctic mam
mals, under the direction of Dr
R.D. Guthnie of the Department
of  Biological - Sciences s
latest grant bnngs NSE support
of the project to STHLOOO.

Three new

been e



