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By LALAELEL MORGANMORGAN-
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MORGAN-

SixSix years ago the AlaskanAJaskanAJaskan-

nallve
Alaskan-

nativenativenallve was.dSdS. a politicalpOhtlCdl nonentity .

StatewideStatewl e candidates , the statestate-

leglsature
state-

legislaturelegislatureleglsature] , pollsters - just aboutabout-
everybody

about-
everybodyeverybody but thethelelfarewelfare\lelfarelelfarelelfarea-

gencies
welfare-

agencies
\,

agencies - ignored himlumhum . UnderUnder-

the
Under-

thethe U.SUS. ConstitutionConSltutlon( he had aa-

vote
a-

votevote , of course , but he wasn- 'twas- ntwasn- 'twas- ntwasn'texpec- tedwasn- 'twas- ntwasn'texpec- ted'

expected to use itII..

Today , although Indians andand-

bklmos
and-

EskimosEskimosbklmos represent only a fifthfIfth-

of
fifth-

ofof Alaska'sAlaskas' populationpopulallon , theirtheir-

vote
their-

votevote constitutes 25 per cent ofof-

the
of-

thethe total ballot , which no statestate-state-

wIde
state-

wide
¬-

wide politician can afford toto-

Ignore

to-

ignoreignore .

NineNme Eskimo and IndianIndian-

delegales
Indian-

delegatesdelegatesdelegales currently serve in111 thethe-

state
the-

statestate representatives in the restrest-

of
rest-

ofof the UnitedUJ1Ited States . And votervoter-

educa
voter-

educationeducationeduca lion is high prioritypriOflty min

future planningplannlllg of native leaders .

The potential of the nativenative-

electorate
native-

electorateelectorate was first recogm/.edrecogm.edrecogm.ededrecugJ1lfedrecognv.edrecognvedrecognv.ed-
in

/ .,

in111 151965% when Democrat MikeMike-

Grdvel
Mike-

GravelGravelGrdvel , then speaker of the StateState-

House
State-

IlouseHouseIlouse , figuredfiguredIfif he couldcould-

garner
could-

garnergarner the "BushBush" " vote , hehe-

could
he-

couldcouldcouldWillcouldwinwinWill a statewide election ,

elec'conelecconcIccIlonelectioncIccI' lon , even if he lost inIII allall-

three
all-

threethree major cities .

With this in111 mindmmd , he backedbacked-
the

backed-
thethe buildingbUlldmg ofofregIOnalregional highlughlugh-

schools
high-

schoolsschools intn ruralruralareasareas and culticulti-culti-

vated
culti-

vated
¬-

vated nativenallve alliancesalhances .

Gravel was defeateddefeatedmdefeatedininm thethe-

race
the-

racerace for the U.SUS. . House in 1966 ,

but only because his losses inIIIII-

Imajor

in-

majormajor population centers werewere-

heavIer
were-

heavierheavier than he'dhed' anticipated .

Hisills faithfaithinin111 the native vote waswas-

sound
was-

soundsound and carried himhint to aa-

U.S
a-

U.SU.SUS. . Senate seat two years later..

Also courtingcourtmg the natives inrn

161966% was Republican WalterWdlterWdlter-

Hickel
Walter-

IlickelHickelIlickel , makingmaklllg his debut asdas-

candidatecandidatecandt.latecandtlate. for governor , andJndJnd-

lIoward
and-

HowardHowardlIoward Pollock , aJ vetevetvete'anvetean'a/l'aal>' an/ statestate-

legislator
state-

legislatorlegislator out to winWill RalphRdlphRdlph-

Rivers
Ralph-

RiversRivers ' seat in111 the U.SUS. . HouseHouse-

Neither
House-

Neither
House-

NeitherNeither man had traveledtraveled-

much
traveled-

muchmuchmuchininm remote areas of thethe-

stolte

the-

statestatestolte . Both professedprofessedshockshock atat-

the
at-

thethe conditions of poverty theythey-

saw
they-

sawsaw among natives there andand-

pledged
and-

pledgedpledged to seekseckseckremedyseekremedyremedy BothBoth-

men
Both-

menmen won .,

THETilE NEW WAVEWAVE-

So
WAVE-

So
WAVE-

SoSo did two articulate youngyoung-
politicians

young-
politicianspoliticians who wouldwouldaddaddadd-

momentum
add-

momentummomentum to the nativenattve drivedrive-

for
drive-

forfor power.. Athabascan IndianIndian-

John
Indian-

JohnJohn Sackett of Galena , aa-

member
a-

membermember of the RepublicanRepubhcanRepubhcan-
majoflty

Republican-
majoritymajoritymajoflty , landed a seat on thethe-

mfluential
the-

influentialinfluentialmfluential House FinanceFlOance Com-ComCom-

Contlnued
Com-

Conllnued
Com-

Continued
-

( ContlnuedConllnuedContinued on page 6)6)
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mitteemlttee andJnd Eskimo WillieWllhe Hen-Henlien-lienHen-

sley
lien-

sley
Hen-

sley
-

sley , a Democrat from Kotze-KotzeKotze-

bue
Kotze-

Lue

Kotze-

bue
-

bueLue , buckled down to a Mouse1I0useHouse1I0us-
eappentueslup

House-

apprenticeshipapprenticeshipappentueslup; : that would laterlater-

help
later-

helphelp him unseat state Sen . BobBob-

Blodgett
Bob-

BlodgettBlodgett.aBlodgettaBlodgett ., a non-nativenonnativenon-nattvenattve- .

It[ t was Hensley who.110110. pressedpressed-

the
pressed-

thethe land claims suit of AlaskanAlaskan-

nattve
Alaskan-

nativesnativesnattve against the federal govgov-gov-

ernment
gov-

ernment
¬-

ernment which had never purpur-pur-
chased

pur-
chased

¬-

chased aboriginalaborlgmal title to Alaska .

ReadingReadmg from one of his1115 collegecollege-

research
college-

researchresearch papers , HensleylIensley intromtro-mtrointro-mtro-
duced

intro-
duced

¬-

duced the issue at a meetingmeetmg ofof-

the
of-

thethe Juneau Democratic ClubClubIninIn-

a
in-

aa cramped hotel basementba ement..

Before his first legislativeleglslatlvcleglslatlvcs-

essIOn
legislative-

sessionsession was. as done ,. he musteredmustered-
strengthstrengthtrength to passpJSS a bill promisingproousmgproousmg-
a

promising-
aa statestolte royalty to IndiansIndlJlls andJndJnd-

Lskllno
and-

LsknnosLsknnosLskllno if the federal governgovern-govern-

ment
¬.-

mentmen t would\'. ould settlese ttle theirtheu claimsclallnsclaims-

That
clallns-

That
claims-

ThatThat same springspnng a statewidestate.ldestateldestate.ldec-
oalitIOn

statewide-
coalition

.
coalition of natives formedfanned toto-

push
to-

pushpushpushaa federal settlementsettlement-
through

settlement-
throughthrough Congress . Outsiders pre ¬.

dicteddlcted the Alaska Federation ofof-

"iatlves
of-

NativesNatives"iatlvesiatlves" ( AFN ) wouldwouldnotnot sursur-sur-
vIve

sur-
vive

¬-

vive because it requiredrequued closeclose-

cooperation
close-

cooperationcooperation among aboriginesabonglnesabonglnes-
who

aborigines-
whowho had warred for centuriescentunes .,

Thaha natives buriedbuned their difdIf-dIf-
ferences

dif-
ferences

¬-

ferences , however , andandovercameovercameovercame-
bJrrlers

overcame-
barriersbarriersbJrrlers of diversified languageslanguages-
and

languages-
andand cultures to gamgain a billion-billionbJJhon-bJJhonbillion-
dollar

bJJhon-
dollar

billion-
dollar

-

dollar CongressionalCongressionalsettlemenlCongressionalsettlementsettlementsettlemenlsettlement-
inin10 justJU\JUJUfIve' \ five years In the processplocessProcess-
AFN\FNFN\f\fAFN,\processFNplocessffproved\ proved excellent trainingtrammgtrammg-
ground

training-
groundground for a newne. wave ofof-

nJtlve
of-

nativenativenJtlve leadersleJdersleaders-

The
leJders-

The
leaders-

TheThe potential ol01of thistIllS schoolschool-school-

109

school-

ing

¬-

ing109 becamebecn\ebecne,! \ apparent when\'. hen LnullmllLmillmll-
Nottl

Lmil-

NottsNottiNottlNotts , former AFNAF1\AF1AF1president'\ president ,

made a surprisinglysurpnsmgly good showshow-show-

109

show-

ing

¬-

ing109 as a candidate for secretarysecretarsecretary-
of

)
ofofstatestate in10 1970 AlthoughAlthough-
hampered

Although-
hamperedhampered by a fear of flyingflymg ,

lacklackofof time andandmoneymoney , NottiNattlNottsNattl-
pulled

Notts-

pulledpulled 12,7591275912.759,. votes .

This was over 2,0002000, votesvotes-
more

votes-
moremore than Charles GassaraSassara ofof-

Anchorage
of-

AnchorageAnchorage who placed thirdthud ,

andandonlyonly 1,9451945, votes behindbehlOdbehlOd-

wmner
behind-

winnerwinnerwmner Red Boucher BoucherBoucher-
spent

Boucher-
spentspent an estimatedesltmated 5100,0005100000100,000100000S 100,000on, onon-

Ius
on-

hishisIus campaigncarnpaugn as compared toto-

Nottl's
to-

Notti'sNotti'sNottisNottl'sNottls' 58,50058500, .

Growing coordinationcoordmatlOn amongamong-

native
among-

nativenative politicians was. as demondemon-demon-
strated

demon-
strated

¬-

strated duringdurmg the 1971 legislegIs-legIs-

lature
legis-

lature
¬-

lature withwrth. Ith formation ofofaa strongstrong-
vat

strong-

votingvotingvat 109 bloc ofofruralrural legislators .

SinceSmce statehood there had beenbeen-

aa fairfau number of native legislegis-legis-
lators

legis-
lators

¬-

lators
latorsFranklatorshank

Frankhank PeratrovichPeratrovlch , a ThngitThngltTlingitThnglt-
IndIan

Tlingit-
IndianIndian , had even servedservedasasas-

president
as-

presidentpresident of0f the Senate , but thethe-

natives
the-

nativesnatives had generally workedworkedInin-inin-

pendent
In-

pendent
in-

pendent
-

pendent ofofeacheacheachotherother...

In contrast , the "BushBush" Bloc "
under the leadershipleadersl\lpleadersllp\ of Rep tdEdEd-

Naughton
(: d

Naughton1\aughton1aughton'\ , D-KodiakDKodiakf.KodlakfKodlak) -. ,, showedshowedashowed-
talent

showed-
talent

a
talent for compromisecomprormse andand-
unIted

and-
unitedunited sohdysolidysolydy on breadbreadandand but-
ter

butbut-butbut-
ter

¬-

ter issues ..

By allyingallymg itself with.lthlth. fractfract-fract-

Ions
fract-

ions
¬-

ions from urban areas andandwouldwould-would.ouldouldwould-
be

would-
be

. -.
be statewide candidates , itit-

swungswungwung the appointment ofof-
George

of-
GeorgeGeorge Hohman1I0hman , D-BetlielDBetlielD-BethelBethelD -. ethel , ( aa-

white
a-

whitewhite withwithanan Eskimo concon-con-

stltuency
con-

stituency
¬-

stituencystltuency ) as headheadofof the House1I0use1I0use-
Finance

House-
FinanceFinance Committee and carriedcarrIed-
home

carried-
homehome so much money that the

legislative appropriationappropnatlon for thethcthc-

last
the-

lastlast twot.oto. years has been knownkno.nknonkno.n-
as

known-
as

.
as the "BushBush" Budget "

"UnfortunatelyUnfortunately" , AnchorageAnchorage-
and

Anchorage-
andand the bush legislators got thethe-

gravey
the-

graveygravey and FairbanksFarrbanks got only aa-

few
a-

fewfew bones ," sniffedsmffed Rep JohnJohn-

Holm
John-

HolmHolm R-FairbanksRFairbanksRFarrbanksR-FRF- arrbanks , who.110110. reprerepre-repre-
sent

repre-
sent

¬-

sent the state'sstates' second largestlargest-

city
largest-

citycity . "ThatThat" is pure blackmailblackmail-
asasRepIlohmanfar as I'mIm" '01 concerned for Rep
HohmanIlohmanfolnnan1 . "

Sen . John ButrovichButrovlch ,. R-Fair-RFairR-Falr-FalrRFair-
banks

RFalr-
banks

RFair-
banks

- -

banks , chairmanchalflllan of the SenateSenate-

Budget
Senate-

BudgetBudget Free Conference Com-

mittel
ComCom-C'ons-C'onsConsC'ons-

muttee

'
¬-

mitteemittelmuttee' ,. agreedagTeed . "TheThe" chairmanchairman-
of

chairman-
ofof the HouseIiouse committeecommit tee isitI fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe bush and he thinkstf\lnkstflnks\ bush .

The bush was well taken care of..

Well enoughenoughsoso I don'tdont' anticipateantIcipate-
the

anticipate-
thethe bushbushwillwill have aJ chairman ofof-

eIther
of-

eithereither committee for a while.IulcIulc. .
".

Speaker of the House GeneGene-

Guess
Gene-

GuessGuess , an Anchorage Democrat ,

had to dicker with.IthIth. the BushBush-

Bloc
Bush-

BlocBloc to secureecure hisIus leadershipleadership-
position

leadership-
positionposition .

"TheThe" Bush CaucusCJUCUS has bebe-bebe-

come
¬.-

come extremely effective ,.
" hehe-

observed
he-

observedobserved "MembersMembers" showshow-

mutual
show-

mutualmutual concern for eacheachother'sother'sothersother's-
problems

other's-
problems

'

problems but they are extremelyextremely-
selectIve

extremely-
selectiveselective on areas theythev want. In< t toto-

push
to-

pushpushpushapushasasa tarfar as a blochloc votevJte;
,. which.llIchllIchwhich-

shows
. .llIc-

hsho.sshowssho.sshos. good politicspollrlcspolitics-
"This

pollrlcs-

'TIllS
politics-

"This"ThisThis'TIllSTIllS"' yearbear) ear they'vetheyve'' developeddevelupcddevelupcd-
the

developed-
thethe abilityahllitv to dealdealIhwith\\I\hIhIhJdnlnlswithadinims\\ \ adminisJdn\lnlsJdnlnlsadinims-adinimsadinims-
trative

\ ¬,-

trativetratlve agenciesagencle The ruralrllr,11rllr11rllr,1-
1legislator

rural-

leeislator
,

legislatorlegislatorleeislator has to hebc more thanthan-

Ju

than-

lustjustlustJu t aalalawmaker. maJ.ermaJer. HelieIle hasha to behe aa-

halson
a-

liaisonliaisonhalson betweenbetwcen village agenciesJgenclCsJgenclCs-
Jnd

agencies-
andandJnd the statestolte governmentgovcrnment ,. where.hereherewhere-

urbanites
. .her-

eurbanitcsurbanitesurbanitcs can relyrei ) on their citycurbCltcur-

brepresentativesrepresentatives ..
".

A reapportionment plan setset-

inin11\11\11actIOnaction by the state just beforebeforet-
l1lS

before-

thisthistl1lS fall'sfalls'' electionelectron ,. wipedwIpedoutoutout-
some

out-
somesome districtsdlstncts represented byby-

native
by-

nativenative leaders and pittedpittedseveralseveralseverseveral-
effective

JIJI-

effectiveeffective EskimoEsILlmo legislators a-aa-

gainst
a-

gaiOst

a-

gainst
-

gainstgaiOst one anotheranother-
Miraculously

another-
MiraculouslyMiraculouslyhraculously the nativesnatives-

emerged
natives-

emergedemerged stillst1l1 holding nineI11ne seats ,

but some good men were.ereere. unun-unun-

seated
un-

seated
¬-

seatedseatedinin111 the process and It'sItsIt\ItIt-

feJred
It's-

feared

'\
fearedfeJred thatthai futurefu ture reapportionreapportion-reapportion-
ment

¬.-

ment will.111111. cut thetire native deledele-dele-

gation
dele-

gation
¬-

gation
gationEven

Even with.IthIth. diminishingdlmlOl ll1ng memmem-mem-
bership

mem-
bership

¬-

bership ,. howeverho.everhoever. , Rep . MikeMike-

Bradner
lIkelIke-

BradnerBradner , D-FairbanksDFairbanks.ralrbanks[) .rr-. alrbanks , believesbelIeves-

the
believes-

thethe Bush lilocBloc will become in10-10in-in1-
0creaslOgly

in-

creasingly
¬-

creasinglycreaslOgly effective .

"TheThe" rural legislator is forcedforced-

toto be a full-timefulltime- professionalprofessional-
despIte

professional-
despitedespite the lower wage and heliehe-

learns
lie-

learnslearns more about the system hehe-

IS

he-

isis dealingdeallOgdeallOgwithwith than the urbanurban-

legislator
urban-

legislatorlegislator ,
" Bradner reasons .

"TheThe" Anchorage TimesTunes keepskeeps-

urban
keeps-

urbanurban legislators professingprofessmg to bebe-

part
be-

partpart time and they'retheyre' forced toto-

go
to-

gogo runningrunnrng home and earn aa-

wagewage.ageage. . ( Many native legislatorslegIslators-
manage

legislators-
managemanage to live on legislativeIegislatnvelegislative-

salary
Iegislatnve-

salarysalary and make politics a fullfull-

time
full-

timetime jobjobl)

"AsAs" a result , the rural Icgis-IcgislegIs-legIsleQrs-.
jatorsIcgisjatorslegIslatorslators will know how to getgel
thingsihmgsgelihmgsgetthingsdone better.. Knowle.ge-Knowle.geKnowle.ge-
ability

KnowlcKnowle !'. ge-gege-

abihty
ge-

abilIty
-

abihtyabilIty and the time they havehave-

will
have-

willwill outweigh the fqclfactf ct theythey-
have

they-
havehave less votes . "
NEXT WLI.K-WLI.KWLLKWLIKWLI.K1ymg. -' 1-ymg1ymgI'yrngIyrnglying-' the urbanurban-

volers
urban-

votersvotersvolers .


