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BP Builds Oil Recovery Device

The first practicalpraCllcal system forfor-

con
for-

containingcontainingcon taming andandrecoveringrecovering oiloil-

spills
oil-

spillsspills in111m open sea conditions hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen developed by Britigh PetroPetro-Petro-
leum

Petro-
leum

¬-

leum , the Company has anan-anan-

nounced
an-

nounced
¬-

nounced .,

The systemystem called VikomaVikomaI-

Sis beingbemg given its first publicpublic-

showmg
public-

showingshowingshowmg at.ItIt. the InternationalInternational-
Conference

International-
ConferenceConference and LxpositionLxposltlOnExposition onon-

the
on-

theDiethe Prevention and ControllontrollontrolotControlofolotofot-

Oil
of-

OilOil Spills beingbelllg heldheldIninm WashingWJhmg-WJhmgWJhmg-
ton

, ¬-.

ton D ., CC..

BP'sBPsUP'sUPs' VikomaVtI-.onlJVtI.onlJVtI.onlJonlJ-. system uses a.II.a-

speciallydesignedspeciallyreclalljspeciallydesignedreclalljdesIgnedspecially-designedspeciallydesigned' -designeddesigned- boomboorn which"hichnhichn"hichn-

prevents
\"\ IHehIHeh-

prevellpreventsprevell ts spilt oil from spreadingspreadmgspreadmg-
over

spreading-
overover the seaea . Once containedcon tJ1I1ed ,

the VikomaVikoniaV Ikoma SeaskinnnerSeJsl.nl1merSeJslnl1merSeaskrmmer. picksplCI.SplCISplCI.S-

up
picks-

up

.
up the oiloIlonon rotatingrotatmg discsdl'csdlcs' andand-

pumps
and-

pumpspumps it to a containercontJlnercontainer-
This

contJlner-
Tim

container-
ThisThisTim skimmingSl.lIlJl11JJ1gSllIlJl11JJ1g. device is curLurwr-wrwr-

rently
¬.-

rently at.ItIt. the experimentalexperimentJI propro-pro-

totpe
pro-

totype
¬-

totypetotpe} stagestJge , but hashJS alreadvJlreaJalreadyalready-

recovered
}

recoveredrecoveredatat the .ateate., ate olof about
100 tons per hour duringdurmg teststests.-

It
tests-

atat.ItIt. BP'sBPsHP'sHPslip'slips' Sunbury ResearchReseJrch CenCen-Cen-

tre
Cen-

tre
¬-

tre and the Department ofofTrJdeofTrJde-
and

TradeTrade-

andand Industry'sIndustrys' Warren SpringsSprmgsSprmgs-

Laboratory
Springs-

LaboratoryLaboratoryLaboratoryThe
The SeaskimmcrSeaskimmerSea kHnmer is capableCJpJblcCJpJblc-

of
capable-

ofotof ridingndmg 6 ftft.. seas withoutvthout. ! thethe-

pickup
the-

pickuppick-uppickup- discs litliltingtingtmg from thethe-

seJ
the-

seaseaseJ surface .

As an alternativeaternJtlve! to the useuse-

of
use-

ofotof SeaskimmerSeasl/mmerSeaslmmer. / , the oilOJI can behebe-

dispersed
he-

disperseddispersed usinguSll1g an.InIn. agent such

as BP 11III IOXOX . Dispersal is moremore-

efficIent
more-

efficientefficient when the oil011 spill isis-

confll1ed
is-

confinedconfinedconfll1ed by the boom .

The Vikoma SeapackSeapackISis aa-

glass
a-

glassglass reinforcedremforced plastic hull concon-con-

talllI1g
con-

taining

¬-

tainingtalllI1g') inflationinnJtion equipment and
1,6001600, ft . of boom ._ The boomboom-

Jeslgn
boom-

designdesignJeslgn incorporatesII1corporates two mainmalOmalO-
chambers

main-
chamberschambers , the upper one (2727(27-

mches
(27-

inches
(

inchesmches in10 diameter ) filled withv.lthvlthv.lth-

Jlr

with-

air

.
airJlr and the: hche lower one (1717(17inches( inches1I1chesinches-

inin111 diameter ) filled withwithwaterwater..

The large volume of thesethese-

chambers
these-

chamberschambers providespruvlJes stability at.ItIt.It-

the
at-

the
.

the air/seaairsea/ interfaceII1terface and ensuresensures-
Ihat

ensures-
thatIhatthat oil011 doesdocs not leaklea). past thethe-

bamer
the-

barrierbarrierbamer..

SeapackSeJpJckSeJpJckISeapackisisI towed downov. n windv.lI1dvlI1dv.lI1d-

m

wind-

in

.
inm the pathpathofof the oil011011spilloilspillspill andJndJnd-

the
and-

thethe boom iis*> automaticallyau tomllIcaJly, paidpaId-

out
paid-

outout andanJandinflatedinflatedmtlJted to iromfrom a 'U-'UU'U-

shaped
"UU'U-

shaped

'" ' -.

shapedshapedvshapedwindwindv. md trap .,

The1he 'traptrap' ' is controlled byby-

drogues
by-

droguesdrogues at each end to movemove-

oit

move-

atatoit a lowerlo\\erloer\ speedpeed than the oiloJoil-

and
!

and the spill is eventually concon-concon-

tamed
con-

tained
¬-

tainedtamed entirely withinv.ltlunvltlun. the boomboom-

The
boom-

TheThe total layinglaymg operation takestJkestJkes-

Jbout
takes-

aboutaboutJbout twentytv.entytventy. minutesmmutes .

ItItISis estimatedesllmated that a singlesmglesmgle-

buom
single-

boomboombuom can containcontam 1,0001000, tons ofof-

oiloil011011andoilandand several booms can bebe-

deployed
be-

deployeddeployed to dealdealwithwith largerlarger-

spills
larger-

spillsspills . The boombuom has been usedused-

successfully
used-

successfullysuccessfully inIII wavesavcs 6 ftft.. highlughlugh-

and
high-

andandandaa fully deployed boom has1m1m-

n
has-

riddenriddenn den out a force 7 gale .

The Seapact is now commercommer-commer-
cially

commer-
cially

¬-

cially available andandaa productionproductIOn-
version

production-
versionversion of the SeaskimmerSeas/mmerSeasmmerSeaskrmmer). / willwill-

be

will-

bebe available by the end of thethe-

year
the-

yearyear


