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Cook Inlet Region Sues Secretary Morton for More Land

ANCHORAGE — Cook Inlet
Region Ine., angered at a choice
of “mountains and glaciers,” has
filed suit in Anchorage to foree
Interior Secretary Rogers €. B.
Morton to make additional Tand
withdrawals.

The swit,  filed in Federal
District— Court, specitically
charges Morton with tailure in
implementing the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act and urges
a court order forcing Morton “to
withdraw additional fands i
sutficient quantity and of ap-
character 1 comply
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with the law.”

Lany Oskolkoft, executive
director of Cook Inlet Region
Ine, said there is dissatistaction
over the lands withdrawn and
“avery grave question of the
amount ol land which should
be withdrawn under the act.”

“The Natives of Cook Inlet
are entitfed (o have in excess ol
5.700:000 additional acres with-
drawn for selection,” Oskatkoft
smd. 0 UEven abowe were o
accept  the  mountains and
elaciers now set aside and even
using the  most conservative
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formula suggested by the Sec-
retary, Cook Infet Region is
entitled to the withdrawal of an
additional 1.5 million acres.
While there may be room for
argument about how much land
Cook Infet Natives are ultimate-
ly entitled to, there is'no doubt
cordisagreement that  the a-
mount of lands corrently with-
drawn is grosshinadequate,”
OskolKkoff sad.

“In March of fast
Secretary made the  first of
his land  withdrawals — setting
aside” tor Cook Inlet primarily

vear the
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mountain tops and glaciers. We
wrote  Secretary Morton  in
March of 1972, and informed
him that the Kind of land with-
drawn tor selection tor Cook
Inlet Natives was in no respect
similar to the lands which we
have historically used. The in-
tention of the claims act was to
achieve a just settlement ol our
claims: we cannot be foreed to

accept uninhabitable and worth-

less lands as compensation for
our claims,” he sad.

I'he  timetable  within the
clmms act dictates that the re-
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gional corporations make land
selections by December of 1975
that the villages  make their
selection by December of 1974,
“We must have time to study
the fands available in order to
make an intormed choice as to
which lands we want,” Oskol-
Kofl said. “These studies take

time.  We can no longer afford
o wait and  hope that the
secretary will make  sufficient

Jands of similar character avanl-
able for selection.”
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per ocent of all calls recewve
dial tone within three
and that 93 per cent of all focal
calls get a nng back tone o a
line busy signal representing i
true husy condition

fhe commission dud provide

seconds
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the hearings said service i genes-
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times ternble sometimes
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(Continued from page 2)
Kwethluk, Prince of  Wales,
Alakanuk, Bethel (elementary
school) Nelson Island, St
Mary's, Nunapitchuk, and Sand
Point. All but one of these
are to be high schools for places
that have no high schools now.

House Concurrent Resolut-
ion 63 seeks to steal $1,500,000
from that bond issue to add a
multipurpose room, cafeteria,
and shop, and home economics
and science rooms to the Delta
Junction high school.

Needless to say, Delta Junct-
ion atready has a high school,
the children of Oelta Junction
do not go away to boarding
schools, and the population of
Delta Junction 1s 99 per cent
non-natwe.

Whenever villages ask for tigh
schools they are told that there
1sn't enough money to provide
them. Now that money was
finally approved for some willage
high schools by last fall's bond
issue, it seems that House
Concurrent Resolution 63 will
prevent that money from ever
reaching those villages.

House Concurrent Resolution
63 seeks to overturn the will of
the voters who approved the
bond issue for village schools
and will deprive lundreds of
children from these villages of
local secondary education op-
portunity.

This resolution must be de-
feafed.

Very truly yours,

ALASKA LEGAL SERVICES
CORPORATION

Christopher R. Cooke
Supervising Attorney
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