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By JEFFREYJEFFREV R . RIC14ARDSON-

The

RICHARDSONRIC14ARDSON

The right of Alaska Natives toto-

hunt
to-

hunthunt andaId! fish-fishfishfor-' for a livingJiving , whichwhich-
may

which-
maymay be the ' most hotly-debatedhotlydebatedlOtly-debatedlOtly-- ," ,.

emotional issue sincesincesince the fightfight-
for

fight-
forfor statehood , camecarne before thethe-
A1aska

the-
AlaskaAlaskaA1aska FederatiFederationn of NativesNatives-
Convention

Natives-
ConventionConvention last Friday .

FollowingFonoWing remarks by Alas4's-
Congressman

Alaska'sAlaskasAlas4'sAlas4sAlaska's-
Congressman

'

Congressman 'Don'Don Young , aa-

panel
a-

panelpanel was introduced to ththetheconcon-
vention

con-
vention

concon-¬-

vention whichwhieh discussed subsis-
tence

subsis-
tence

subsissubsis-¬-
tence problems around the statestate-
caused

state-
causedcaused bybyoVbyoverhuntingoVover-huntingoverhuntingr-huntingrhunting- , poorpoor-
resource

poor-
resourceresource management , wastagewastage-
of

wastage-
ofof wildlife resources , and lack ofof-
local

of-
locallocal village control in resourceresource-
management

resource-
managementmanagement .

The panel consisted ofofreprerepre ¬.,

sentatives from theUte federal FishFish-
and

Fish-
andand Wildlife Service , the A1ask-
aDept

AlaskaA1askaAlaska-
DeptDept.. of Fish and Game andand-
Native

and-
NativeNative organizations .

AlthoughAlthpugh the subsistence disdis-

cussion
dis-

cussion
dis-dis¬-

cussion remained under control ,

feelings ran high as NativeNative-
people_ people made it clear they wouldwould-
continue

would-
continuecontinue subsistence huntinghunting-
whether

hunting-
whetherwhether or not federal and statestate-
regulations

state-
regulationsregulations permitted them to .

Although State of Alaska ,

representative Bob Hinman ,

insisted that subsistence users ofof-
wildlife

of-
wildlifewildlife resources were given toptop-
priority

top-
prioritypriority under state policy soso-

long
so-

longlong as it was biologicallybiologically-
possible

biologically-
possiblepossible to allow any taking ofof-
fish

of-
fishfishfishandand game , pointed out thatthat-
the

that-
thethe Dept.. of Fish and GameGame-
sometimes

Game-
sometimessometimes lacks the ability toto-

carry
to-

carrycarry out its duties because of-
lack

of-of.-,

lack of funds .

Although the panelists couldcould-
not

<

not always .agree.agree on the'bestthebest' Wayway-
to

way-
toto treat the subsistence issueissue/issueissue.an-
cautioned

issueallissue.anissuean/,.; allall-

cautionedcautioned that
''anyanyany effortffort to dede-

fine
de-

fine
de-de¬-

fine what subsistence is shouldshould-
be

should-
bebe a veiyveryvery carefufcarefuTcareful process . PhilPhil-

Smith
Phil-

mith$Smithmith , Director ofofthe.-Jhe-thethe.the RuralRural-

AlaskaAlaskaAlaskaaska Community ActionAction Pro-
gram

Pro-
gram

ProPro-¬-
gramgram , an agency set up to facil-
i

facil-

itate
facilfacil-¬-

iitateate input from rural Alaska inin-

to
in-

to
in-in¬-

tototothethe govern entajental process ,
LL-

cpmmentedcommentedcpmmented : that one responsereponseresponse-

tb
reponse-

t6
$

tbt6 CongressionalCongressionaJ attempts to dede-

fine
de-

fine
de-de¬-

fine subsistence is that ""sub-
si

"sub-
si

"sub-

sitence
"sub-"subsub-

sisitencetence is a word that'sthats' beingbeing-
i

being-

imposediinposedimposed)posed on a lifestyleHfestyle fromfrom-
p

from-
peopleppeople' opte who ddpn'tdpntn'tnt' , who cannotcarinotcannot-
appreciate

carinot-
appreciateappreciate the ' value of thatthat-

lif
that-

lifestyleliflifestylelifestyle."sty Ie ."
GordGordonn> Watson ,;' .area.area

',
directordirector-

of
director-

ofof the UU.SUS.§ ., Fish andand WildlifeWildlife-
Seivice

Wildlife-
ServiceServiceSeivice in AlAlaskaska ''pointedpointed out :

tIththjjtt the word susubsistencesubsistence-
appeared

sist ncence-

appearedappeared in its most significant-

recent
significantsignificantr-

ecf.Jntrecpntrecf.JntrecfJntrecent. (formoml in the land claimsclaims-
act

claims-
actact , He said :

.,
""II1. think that the word subsub-

sistence
sub-

sistence
sub-sub¬-

sistence , where it appearsappears.isappearsis...isisJs inin-

the
in-

thethe Alaska NNativeNatNe'LNatNeLtive ''ClaimsClaimslaims Settle-

ment
SettleSetlleSettle-'.-

}rnentnentment Act ,; what it "frieant"leantleantmeant , whatwhat-
Congress

what-
CongressCongress intended bbybkbkthethe use ofof-
tJlat

of-
tliatv5ordtJlatthat.wQrdthatwQrdtliatv5ord,. ord is whatwhatwwhatwgw ? 'r'erere trying toto-

figure
to-

figurefigure out right now ;;"."

'',.,

. :

MM-

However
?

.representativeDaveHHoweverwever
,

, AFN representarepresentativeive ii-

DaveDave Case tookstrongtook strong exceptioneiception '?'

'1o'toto Watson'sWatsons' remarkremarkj , stating that-

thele8islative
thatthatII,

thethele8islative, legislative hishistoryory ofor the lanland *\,>

claims act
,'
'isisis veryveryveryclearclear1clear ' on this ',

,,

point and 'that'that itit., is ""unun"unthinkr-
able

"unthink-1"unthinkunthink1"unthink-rrthink .--,

II-

ableable " that Congress and the"
!

NNativetive negnegotiatorstiators intintendednded ,. ttotortor-
waive

\}

waive .,.huntinghuntingJ1UJ1ting and
''flshing'iightflshingiightfishingfishing' '"'- rights

r- ights'"rightright ;$;,;?:
for Native people . ,

The subsistence discussiondiscussion-
intensified

discussion-
intensifiedintensified when opened up forfor-
audience

for-
audienceaudience participation ., OneOne-

man
One-

manman , a resident of southeasternsoutheastern-
Al

southeastern-
AlaskaAlAlaskaAlskaska , said taking away sub-

sistence
subsub-¬.-

sistence rights from Natives
,
waswas1'

like taking ricece away fromfrom-

Oriental
fromfrom-

OrientalOriental people or taking thethe-

cocktail

'

cocktailcocktaiThourcocktail'hourcocktailhour'hour away from burbureau-
crats

bureaubureau-au ¬.-
eracratsts .

TheThe4 health director for thethe-
Cook

the-
CookCookCook Inlet Native AsAssociationociation ,.
pointedpointedoutout

*. the mental healthhealth-

problems
health-

problemsproblems occurring amongamong-
Alaska

ongong-
AlaskaAlaska Natives as a result ofof thethe-

destruction
<,

'

destruction of the subsistencesubsistence-
wayway of life . She added thatthat-
many

that-
manymany Alaska Natives , partic-
ularly

partic-
ularly

particpartic-¬-

ularly older people , were knownknown-
toto suffer from

,
physical healthhealth-

problems
health-

problemsproblems as aaaresultresult of dietarydietary-
changes

dietary-
changeschanges brought about byby-thebythe-,''thethethe ,

changescnanges in hunting and fishingfishing-
patterns

fishing-
patternspatterns
patternsSeveral

.
,-Several-Several speakers were openly-

hostile
openlypenlypenly-

hostilehostile to the governmentgovernment-
representatives

government-
representativesrepresentatives . One suggestedsuggested-

that
suggested-

thatthat someday ,. some hunter'shuntershunter's-
floatplane

' '

floatplanetloatplane ""willwill never make
,

itit-

out
it-

outout of the bushjbush., ,. ., , " .

FatesEutse-

nmrk
-" .

( , )f'. ,

(

) marieDIOrk :
,

!
,:''ftftj , i,

22nd2'2nd
'

,
I, "

'

22ndDr
I r '

Dr . and Mrs . lIHughgh FateFlUe ,",. Jr .
will celebrate their , ,'22nd,22nd wedd-
ing

weddwedd-¬.-
ing anyersaryanversary onon October 29 . ,

u""BudBudd "' ''isis'is'ais \,\\-
'a

'-
a

a
'aa

'

;
,'
!: FairbanksFairbanks"denatist-

and
Fairbanks'dentistFairbanksdentistFairbanks"denatistFairbanksdenatist'"""' d ntistntist-

andandandserveson''- serves
s-

erves
'-

serves'on:; servesserveslserveson'
"l\\'on'onon:'on thethethe"UnivtheUniv"''University1University1Univerrsitsity ' of

' .
','-

J
J

Alaska BoardBoardufBoardofofuf Regents ..., Mary
'., Janeane is '" a NativeNative ' civic leader and

.
aa-

Tundra, TundraTundr ''ThnesThnesTimes'Times board member ,.,,

.
fJ" (!i' '

:;'TheyjiayeTheyjiayeheYJlayeTheyhave,
'

four c1lchildren, ldr ry ':;.
,

'.
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*I
--ii

.NN-
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" '' :

lettersDe-

ar
letters

Dea-ChrisDeaChris;- " " ' ' ' t. <. w-

What's

lvi( ,
I,Dear Chris ,, -, w\w\

What'sWhats'' happeninghappeningto'
I,Itoto TundraTundra-

Times
TunddTundra;,

Times ? The front
'

pagepagepageori'
orion ;J!thethethe-

'Oct
the/the'

/

''OctOct . |"A,1976A19766-66197,; -' 1971976<Hssue-tprominentlyHssuetprominentlyissue'cprominentlyissuecprominentlyissue-prominentlyissueprominently', issue'cprominently-
showed

issueprominently-
showed

'--
(,

showed pictures of ?jpeople.thatjpeoplethatleople.thleoplethpeoplethat., t I ;:

believe indicatindicatess . to iI'theIthe(' the
'

general \:
'

public that thethepaperpaper iis no long-

er
long-

er
long-longlong-tlongtlongt-

er
-

*,
;
'

er interested in thethE; aboriginal-

people
aboriginalaboriginal-

peoplepeople of Alaska ,. Let'sLets' see more .,
'

ofofourour people on the front page !

Thanks for your time Bnd-

consideration
andBndand-

considerationconsideration .,

', Patsy AamodtAamodt-
Box

Aamodt-
BoxBox 6868-

Barrow
68-

BarrowBarrow , Alaska 9972399723-

Ed

II-

EdEd . reply ., ;:

Dear. Patsy :

HHaveve faith in the TundraTundra-
Time

Tundra/Tundra. /,

TimeTimesTimesWe!Ly_}We
" !havelave "

gogonegoneJ2ug" through
,!! aa-

1

a-

staff
.

staff cKaiigechange . WeWe havehaveTnot,notnot nor-

wil.l
nor\norriorTriot\, ; .,wjllwil.lwill. we everever forget ththe ., aboriginal '

people of Alaska . '
"

We'dWedWed',' alsoIso like to add a special iii
'

thanks "', for Agnes GrifGriffith'sGriffithsth'sths' ' helphelp-
on

help-
on

.

on this issue . ' I' '"

Tundra Times-
'Box

Times-
Box

TimesTimes-
BQX''BoxBoxBQX 12871287-
Fairbanks

,
'

FFairbanksFairbanksirb nks , Alaska 9970199701-

Dear

99701-

Dear
j"; ''Dear Sir : I . .

". ' '"'jj' , , '< $ ' - . "
WeWepare

, ,,pare, are studyilgstudying) ., aboutbo t thethe-
Alaskan

the-

AlaskanAlaskanAlaskan r\ tundra .: PleasePileasesend,. send ' inn =
¬

formation ' aboutalou) ('
, the ', break ,(

''-
UPi

U-

Pi
'-

up
u-pup ,; ' ,

freezefreeze-freezefreezeup5"'
;
,''
,\,- ''- upu- pujup5) "'"-

months
m- onths"-

months
m- onths'-

mont
m- ont s,;: day ,

,''

light ':;, I'I-

monthsmonthsmonths ,;
' growing ,

monthsmonths ;'v" darkdarkrdark,11dark11dark,1-

1months

,rc,, ,,,

monthsmonths-monthsand:
-, andand'other''- othero- ther'- other

o-

therother ' seseasonal-

changes
seasonalonalonal-

c

,changes , ; andan.d. ,
how ,. they\theytheytheygo.in\' gogo.i-

n

goi-
n

,
'
.
in

,.

orderordersorderf;, , Thank you for your aidald . .,
"' ' ,

1
'.

I'IJr'i'Jr'iJri*Jr'i-

0

1', '\
Jfr""-

Yours
Y-

ours ,
\00\ '>kj :

Yours truly , , . ' "

ThirdThird grade , "
'"

,

'Pinellas'Pinellas Park Elementary
, .

"'>''
' 'School

,Pinellas ParkrarkF'
,; FliFLA33564

FLA33564a
AA33564

,
;:
;
'33564

I '
..11 "

, ,
' " '\! ja l , ' ,

: .
''II'III '
, ., ''II'

. ' I ! . . ' \'<,;: .1-

Ii

,''J.IJ.IJI. , { ,
" . .,; ' ,

, , ..1/.1,/ ,
_

, , , , . . . . . ,.'\ ,
" ) Ii " ; " " - JAiuAiLr"' ,n'. "' tt" , fi,1fi1,rl \ utn'f'AlaskaAlaskaf'Alaska' ''AlaskaIa "" '"NativeNative

t tClaimsClaims
_ ted.ktedktextbook:. serialserial-

I
I

.

, ,

\\IIeditor'seditors'(sEditor'ssEditors:! (( d tor'stors' Note : This iis thethefirst., first in a'seriesaseriesaa'seriesaseries'series of' excerpts [fromrom the Alaska Native LandLandr-
"Claimst,r"ClaimsrClaims"ClaimsClaims?""Claims book. PublishedPublishedandand released by the Alaska NativeNativ Foundation inill 1976 ,

'
'i-

tJis"ow
'i-

tais'our
it'it'dsJis"owJisowais'ouraisour

"

' our: hopehopethat.,Jhat,that, , our ,reprints litmaytayay further the 1I1lderunderstandingtandng( of ''the'the claimsclaimssettle-
'mert

claimssettle-claimssettlesettle'-
i'ment

settle-
nent

settle-settle-
''i'mentiment,''mertmert' nent act . 'The'The boobook" was also mademade possible by a Ford Foundation grant . Robert D .

;'t'ArnoldtArnold'ArnoldArnold'Arnold , editedeaited"tlteeaitedtlteedited"theeditedthe,.

"
the ,'text'text . The authors areare;, Janet Archibald; MarginMargie Bauman ; Nancy

"
'

,!,

''YawYawYaw Davis ;: Robert A , Frederick ; Paul GaskinGaskinJohn; John HavelHavelockck ;: Gary HolthaitsHolthaus ;: ChrisChris-
iIMcNeil]
;iIMcNeil''McNeilMcNeilMcNeil, ; Thomas RlRichardsRichardshards, ;, Jr>.,

,
;: Howard Rockqck andand'Rosit-

a

andRosit-

a''-
Rositq

R-

ositqRosita..
WorlWorl.JWorlJWort.).. )

iTHEADVSKrfN/VriVEiTHEADVSKrfNVriVEThEAU'SKA"NATIVEThEAUSKANATIVETHE ,

: L'

SK "
"; NATIVE/ CLAIMSCLAIMS-

SETTLEMENT

CLAIMS '
,

:SETTLEMENTSmlEM'ENTSmlEMENT
, , ..rtrt , . , ''tt" ,

' (

ACT : ANNINTRODUCTION
'"

"INTRODUCTIONCon-

gressional

INTRODUCTION"INTRODUCTION
(

,

Congressional passage of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement AfctAttAlt in latelate
'

19711971-
could

1971-
could

1971-
couldcould , perhaps , be consideredconsideret an endingelding) of mmoree than a century of endeavoremleavor byby thethe-
Native

the-
Native

the-
NativeNative people ofof'theofthe' the state to securesecure to ourselves oourourr ''landslandslands . But this settlement isis-

more. more than an ending ; it is a beginning and , in Alaska and elsewhere , swells generatedgenerated-
by

generated-
by

generated-
byby this historic ' act are washing unexpected shores .

Working together , .,.reasonablereasonable men had compromisedcomprorojsed to arrive at what appearedappeared-
toto be the best possible resolution of the land claims issue . Like any compromise , itit-

made
it-

mademade no one entirely happy . It provided that new paths musmust be trod , sometimessOlp.etimessOlpetimes. byby-

people
by-

peoplepeople who werwerewere uncertain as to just where these paths would lead . Today - fourfour-
years'afte

four-
years'afteryearsyears'afteryearsafteryears'afteyearsafte''afterafterr passagepassagewe--wewe, we see sosotpsomeme '"'destinationsdestinations"destinations more clearly .

No Alaskan - Native or non-NativenonNative- - is unaffected by the settlement . To somesome-
it

some-
itit has meant moneymoney and title to lands and the growing assurance that comes fromfrom-
waging

from-
wagingwaging a successful fight and becoming a little more a master of one'sones' own fate ; ttoto-

othersit
to

othersothersit,

,it means they are no longer so free to move across the face of Alaska asas-

millions
as-

millionsmillions of acres become private property .

There , was economic as well as social impact . Millions of settlement dollars werewere-
funneled

were-
funneledfunneled into the Alaskan economy in the form of both short-tshorttshort-termshortterm- rm purchases andand-
longterm

and-
longtermlong-termlongterm- business enterprises . The land freeze was lifted and the door opened toto-

construction
to-

constructionconstructionconstruction of thethe Alaska pipeline and resumption ofofstate-state-state land selection . Land useuse-

planning
use-

planningplanning was mandated and millions of federal acres were set aside to await thisthis-
planning

this-
planningplanning .

In the .. villages , where subsistence living ', had been a way of life for generations ,
little appeared to be changed , but increasing concern was being voiced that this wayway-
of

way-
ofof living would soon be irretrievably lost . In larger communities , there was muchmuch-
talk

much-
talktalk of corporations and stockholders , boards of directors and annual meetings .

Speculators
.

waited in the wings tpto acquire settlement dollars and lands . Most werewere-
quietly

were-
quietlyquietly pputt aside .

But it was not in Alaska alone thathaithat the impact of the settlement was felt . TheTbeThe-
Native\,'..NativeNative , people of Canada were stirring . They watched with interest what was .,

""happeninghappening'happening'happening across the border and began to organize and to voice their own claims toto-

"the"""thethe''-

the
t-

hethe landslands theytheyhad, had used since earliest days .
'

:

,
Across

J-

half:;

(
half ,(

an ocean , the people who hadhadsettledsettled the Hawaiian Islands .,.andand.an-
dgreetedthe.European

and-
greetedthgreetedgreetedthgreetedthe.EuropeangreetedtheEuropean,

(

the '
..EurEurEuropeanpean when he ccameme late to their shores , began totocalltocalUorcallcalUor,for their, .

ownown-
i

own-
settI '

i\\settIsettIsettlementni nt . ,
"' '

''II "' "''B9\th'B9B9th''Both'theseBoththeseBoth
\ *"' theseh se causescausesauses lhavemie'tIiemietIiehavethe"'-"thethe-the expressedxpressed ssupportpp ..rtrt of Alaska'sAlaskas' Nativeative people . JustJust-

1whatwhat1what '" settlement either of these groups isjs likelylikely to , winWID is unclear atat this time , but thethe-
'winds/'winds'winds of change areare blowing .

"

,,

Whatever the future holds, assuredly there WillwillVvi11 be change , brought about byby-

passage
by-

passagepassage '" of the Alaska!aska Native Landtand Claims Act .

EmilEmir ' Notti , PresidentPresident-
Alaska

President-
AlllAlllAlaskaka Native FoundationFoundation-

NovemberNovember ," 19751975-
Anchorag

.

.AnchorageAnchorag.Anchorage ,;
,
AlaskaAlask

"- '" " ' -

41411

,_;''t'ltl:" ' EMILEMIL
.

''-

NOTTI.AND
N-

OTTI.AND
N-

OTTIAND
'-

NOTTt
N-

OTTt
'-

NOTTtANDNOTTINOTTIAND-.-ANDAND 806BobBob ' ArnoldArnold'rev-
i

Arnoldrev-
i

Arnold'reviewArnoldreview'
review", the laylev ,, out ofothe{thetheclaims'

claimsclaimslai ste'xtstexttexttext-
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