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The right of Alaska Natives toto-

hunt
to-

hunthunt andaId! fish-fishfishfor-' for a livingJiving , whichwhich-
may

which-
maymay be the ' most hotly-debatedhotlydebatedlOtly-debatedlOtly-- ," ,.

emotional issue sincesincesince the fightfight-
for

fight-
forfor statehood , camecarne before thethe-
A1aska

the-
AlaskaAlaskaA1aska FederatiFederationn of NativesNatives-
Convention

Natives-
ConventionConvention last Friday .

FollowingFonoWing remarks by Alas4's-
Congressman

Alaska'sAlaskasAlas4'sAlas4sAlaska's-
Congressman

'

Congressman 'Don'Don Young , aa-

panel
a-

panelpanel was introduced to ththetheconcon-
vention

con-
vention

concon-¬-

vention whichwhieh discussed subsis-
tence

subsis-
tence

subsissubsis-¬-
tence problems around the statestate-
caused

state-
causedcaused bybyoVbyoverhuntingoVover-huntingoverhuntingr-huntingrhunting- , poorpoor-
resource

poor-
resourceresource management , wastagewastage-
of

wastage-
ofof wildlife resources , and lack ofof-
local

of-
locallocal village control in resourceresource-
management

resource-
managementmanagement .

The panel consisted ofofreprerepre ¬.,

sentatives from theUte federal FishFish-
and

Fish-
andand Wildlife Service , the A1ask-
aDept

AlaskaA1askaAlaska-
DeptDept.. of Fish and Game andand-
Native

and-
NativeNative organizations .

AlthoughAlthpugh the subsistence disdis-

cussion
dis-

cussion
dis-dis¬-

cussion remained under control ,

feelings ran high as NativeNative-
people_ people made it clear they wouldwould-
continue

would-
continuecontinue subsistence huntinghunting-
whether

hunting-
whetherwhether or not federal and statestate-
regulations

state-
regulationsregulations permitted them to .

Although State of Alaska ,

representative Bob Hinman ,

insisted that subsistence users ofof-
wildlife

of-
wildlifewildlife resources were given toptop-
priority

top-
prioritypriority under state policy soso-

long
so-

longlong as it was biologicallybiologically-
possible

biologically-
possiblepossible to allow any taking ofof-
fish

of-
fishfishfishandand game , pointed out thatthat-
the

that-
thethe Dept.. of Fish and GameGame-
sometimes

Game-
sometimessometimes lacks the ability toto-

carry
to-

carrycarry out its duties because of-
lack

of-of.-,

lack of funds .

Although the panelists couldcould-
not

<

not always .agree.agree on the'bestthebest' Wayway-
to

way-
toto treat the subsistence issueissue/issueissue.an-
cautioned

issueallissue.anissuean/,.; allall-

cautionedcautioned that
''anyanyany effortffort to dede-

fine
de-

fine
de-de¬-

fine what subsistence is shouldshould-
be

should-
bebe a veiyveryvery carefufcarefuTcareful process . PhilPhil-

Smith
Phil-

mith$Smithmith , Director ofofthe.-Jhe-thethe.the RuralRural-

AlaskaAlaskaAlaskaaska Community ActionAction Pro-
gram

Pro-
gram

ProPro-¬-
gramgram , an agency set up to facil-
i

facil-

itate
facilfacil-¬-

iitateate input from rural Alaska inin-

to
in-

to
in-in¬-

tototothethe govern entajental process ,
LL-

cpmmentedcommentedcpmmented : that one responsereponseresponse-

tb
reponse-

t6
$

tbt6 CongressionalCongressionaJ attempts to dede-

fine
de-

fine
de-de¬-

fine subsistence is that ""sub-
si

"sub-
si

"sub-

sitence
"sub-"subsub-

sisitencetence is a word that'sthats' beingbeing-
i

being-

imposediinposedimposed)posed on a lifestyleHfestyle fromfrom-
p

from-
peopleppeople' opte who ddpn'tdpntn'tnt' , who cannotcarinotcannot-
appreciate

carinot-
appreciateappreciate the ' value of thatthat-

lif
that-

lifestyleliflifestylelifestyle."sty Ie ."
GordGordonn> Watson ,;' .area.area

',
directordirector-

of
director-

ofof the UU.SUS.§ ., Fish andand WildlifeWildlife-
Seivice

Wildlife-
ServiceServiceSeivice in AlAlaskaska ''pointedpointed out :

tIththjjtt the word susubsistencesubsistence-
appeared

sist ncence-

appearedappeared in its most significant-

recent
significantsignificantr-

ecf.Jntrecpntrecf.JntrecfJntrecent. (formoml in the land claimsclaims-
act

claims-
actact , He said :

.,
""II1. think that the word subsub-

sistence
sub-

sistence
sub-sub¬-

sistence , where it appearsappears.isappearsis...isisJs inin-

the
in-

thethe Alaska NNativeNatNe'LNatNeLtive ''ClaimsClaimslaims Settle-

ment
SettleSetlleSettle-'.-

}rnentnentment Act ,; what it "frieant"leantleantmeant , whatwhat-
Congress

what-
CongressCongress intended bbybkbkthethe use ofof-
tJlat

of-
tliatv5ordtJlatthat.wQrdthatwQrdtliatv5ord,. ord is whatwhatwwhatwgw ? 'r'erere trying toto-

figure
to-

figurefigure out right now ;;"."

'',.,

. :

MM-

However
?

.representativeDaveHHoweverwever
,

, AFN representarepresentativeive ii-

DaveDave Case tookstrongtook strong exceptioneiception '?'

'1o'toto Watson'sWatsons' remarkremarkj , stating that-

thele8islative
thatthatII,

thethele8islative, legislative hishistoryory ofor the lanland *\,>

claims act
,'
'isisis veryveryveryclearclear1clear ' on this ',

,,

point and 'that'that itit., is ""unun"unthinkr-
able

"unthink-1"unthinkunthink1"unthink-rrthink .--,

II-

ableable " that Congress and the"
!

NNativetive negnegotiatorstiators intintendednded ,. ttotortor-
waive

\}

waive .,.huntinghuntingJ1UJ1ting and
''flshing'iightflshingiightfishingfishing' '"'- rights

r- ights'"rightright ;$;,;?:
for Native people . ,

The subsistence discussiondiscussion-
intensified

discussion-
intensifiedintensified when opened up forfor-
audience

for-
audienceaudience participation ., OneOne-

man
One-

manman , a resident of southeasternsoutheastern-
Al

southeastern-
AlaskaAlAlaskaAlskaska , said taking away sub-

sistence
subsub-¬.-

sistence rights from Natives
,
waswas1'

like taking ricece away fromfrom-

Oriental
fromfrom-

OrientalOriental people or taking thethe-

cocktail

'

cocktailcocktaiThourcocktail'hourcocktailhour'hour away from burbureau-
crats

bureaubureau-au ¬.-
eracratsts .

TheThe4 health director for thethe-
Cook

the-
CookCookCook Inlet Native AsAssociationociation ,.
pointedpointedoutout

*. the mental healthhealth-

problems
health-

problemsproblems occurring amongamong-
Alaska

ongong-
AlaskaAlaska Natives as a result ofof thethe-

destruction
<,

'

destruction of the subsistencesubsistence-
wayway of life . She added thatthat-
many

that-
manymany Alaska Natives , partic-
ularly

partic-
ularly

particpartic-¬-

ularly older people , were knownknown-
toto suffer from

,
physical healthhealth-

problems
health-

problemsproblems as aaaresultresult of dietarydietary-
changes

dietary-
changeschanges brought about byby-thebythe-,''thethethe ,

changescnanges in hunting and fishingfishing-
patterns

fishing-
patternspatterns
patternsSeveral

.
,-Several-Several speakers were openly-

hostile
openlypenlypenly-

hostilehostile to the governmentgovernment-
representatives

government-
representativesrepresentatives . One suggestedsuggested-

that
suggested-

thatthat someday ,. some hunter'shuntershunter's-
floatplane

' '

floatplanetloatplane ""willwill never make
,

itit-

out
it-

outout of the bushjbush., ,. ., , " .


