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ANCHORAGANCHORAGEfVorrnerANCHORAGE-FormerANCHORAGEFormer-Former InInInieri-InieriInieri1.eri-

or
eri-erir -. 1)

F

or SecretSecretaryry StewartStewart Udall saidsaidF ,.''-

Alaska
A-

laskaSatSaturday''dayday that Alaska Native ,

II-

cIaimclaimscIaimclaims.
'

legislation was by anyany-
'measure

any-
'measure''measuremeasure an astonishing thing ,

but wherwhere it wouldwO\lldwOlld\ all leadleadwillwillwill-

be
will-

bebe thethe bigbi issue of the futurefuture-
"What

.
"-""WhatWhat-"What" will theytheyay§sayay 30 years

,jfrt,
,frmfrom'()> m ,) now ?" UdaLl asked thetilethe-
convention

tile-

conventionconvention ,. of the Alaska-
Federation

Alaska-
federation

Alaska
Federation of Natives ,. " ....,.thatthat

.'

,+ r
,

,It !

we gagavegavlr'rgavlrr'? them tpo'inuch'andtpoinuchandtpo'mucIl'andtpomucIlandtpo'nmuch'andtponmuchand' '' thisthis-
destroyed

this-
destroyed

this-
destroyeddestroyed their identity andand-
'lheir''theirtheir'lheirlheir characterFlaracter} aracter ' pndand their tie toto-

the
to-

the
to-

thethe landlan'd' ? '. ,

""OrOr9r wjll.theywjlltheywil.1heywil1heywlltheY}!.., , say that you notnot-
'only, '""onlyonly'only'onlygotonly gotot la;

,

generousgeMrous settlementsettlement-
Ifrom

settlement-
from

settlement-
from

,

\;\fromfromIfromfrom {thet1etjhe"nationaltjhenational'"'nationalnational governmentgovernment ,
:' butfihatbuf1ihatbut'that'ybubutthatybu;' ''-Y.Oq

Y-

.Oq
Y-Oqyou. usedued$ that as a basebase-

to
base-

to
base-

toto buildbllldbp4ld, ;, !V'aa''ara r' better society forfor-
yourSelves

for-
yourselv[;, yourselvyourselvess ; that strengthenedstrengthened-
your

strengthened-
your\lyour\youryouryour own culture and your OwnOwn-

values
own'value-

s

own-
values

''-
values

v-

alues "values ))',

/

""ThatThat is my hopehope.1hope1hope.IhopeI... ..II. see thc-
Alaska

thethctiletile-

AlaskaAlaska Natives as the realreal-

guardians
real-

guardiansguardians of the great land ,"
he said .

Udall was cheered by a stand-
ingroomonly

stand-
ingroomonly

standstand-¬-

crowd hehe-

stepped
he-

stepped
ing-room-onlyingroomonly- -- as
stepped down from the podiumpodium-
ai

podium-
ofataiof

%

the Captain Cook hotel inin-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage , scenesce.ne. of the 10th10tlh10th-
annual

10tlh-

annualannual conventionconven1ion of the AFN .:'
It had , Udall noted , been aa-

sentimental
a-

sentimentalsentimental journey to Alaska ,

one in which he personallypersonally-
retraced

personally-
retracedretraced from his vantage pointpoint-
asas Interior Secretary , how thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska Native Claims SettlementSettlement-
ActActct came to be . )JlealeIe is nownqw anan-

attorney
an-

attorneyattorney for Hawaiian NativesNatives-
seeking

Natives-
seekingseeking a similar Aboriginalboriginalaboriginal-
settlement

borigina-
lsettlementsettlement ..

""ThatThat settlement.wassettlementwas.. . . by anyany-
measure

any-
measuremeasure an astonishingastopishinll , thing ,"
Udall told thethe'

conventionconvention . ""WithWith"With-

one
"With-

oneone swoop , 'thththetile Alaska NativesNatives-
got

Natives-
gotgot more land than

'

all. the otherother-
Na

other-
NativeNaNativeive Americans in the lower "'

48 have today.rhoretodayrhoretoday.moretodaymoretoday-moretodaymore...- acres and , ' .,)
more money than all of themthem.7them7..""'

Andnd with thatthal the convention'sconventionsconvention's-
keynote

convention's-
keynote

'
keynote speaker began a lengthylengthy-

review
lengthyrrreview pf.thepfthe9f.the9ftheof.theofthe... fight for the returnreturn-

ofJIativc
return-

ofNativeofofJIativcofNative,. Dative, lands'thatlandsthatlands.thatlands-thatlandsthat'.- only a sma1-
number

smallsma1small-
number

!

number ofof'theofthe"'"thethe packed .,
audienceaudience-

remembered
audienceaudience-

remembered
,
remembered .

' .

Back ,
in'' thethemid1960'smidmid.1mid1mid-1960's-mid1960's1960smid1960'sUdall<.- lf)60's-lf)60'slf60slf)60'sUdall960'59605)

'
' ,,- UdallUdall-

appointedappappointedint'edinted'

a new Co'mmissioner-

'of
CommissionerCo'mmissionerCommissioner-

'of'of'of Indian AffaAffairsrs '; .
;,Bob.Bob BennettBennettjBennettj-

wh'o
,

whowh'o' at the time .,.waswaswaswashead'ofwasheadofhead 'off the-

Alaska
the-the"-'

Alaska
'arearea officebffice.o-

f

bfficeo-
f

officeofficeof
.of the '

BIABIA-

Udall
BIA-BIA. -,; ,

Udalldall ';;, putputi , henrBennetthenrctt13enriettctt :
''- and
a-

nd'- andpother
a- ndpother'-andpotherkeyand ;:

';,
''otherothero herher-

keykey
, ,..

'
;

'
members

'
of'

.
;
his-hishisagencyhis'agency-'"

'agency
' "

;;' onon-
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" , ", '". worrs.-,s f4f, 0or, r" eclaims.11.alms '

l(ContinuedContinuedfromontinued.fro-
m

ontinuedfro-
m, ., from page 1)-

notice

1)11)-

notice

)

. . .- ' ",'"'notice that"ifthatifthar'iftharifthat-"ifthat"ifif- there-wastherewastherewasanyt-
hing

therewasanythere-was"anytherewas"anywasanythere-was--any-wasany- "---anyany'-
thingthing'lthingl' I can do byby'signingbysigning:' ssigningirilllg aa piecepiece-

'of'papet
piece-

of-,'-ofof..of'papet.ofpapetofpapet'of'papet'"'"paperpaper , to prprotecttect ''ndiandiaIndian landland-
'rights

land-

rights'rights'rights ofor water
'
rights oror anything

.
'

else , bring it in .
'

"" ' ''thethe thethe-
stage

the-
stage

"AndAnd that1that was wayway
stage ' waswas sesetset for thetoe

'
initial-

freeze
initialinitial-

freezefreeze ,"" he said . ,

,The ,..fieefieefreezee , of coursecourse , was thethe-

hmd
the-

landlandhmd freeze.bnfreezebnfreezeHlfreeze'onfreezeon:. ,..
'(

. a large ,..chunkchunkchunk ofof-

federal
of-

federalfederal lands in Alaska ," , untiluntil-

such
until-

suchsuch tirrtetime as the ' issue
"

"ofofof-

aboriginal
of-

aboriginalaboriginal c1aclaimsni was settled .,
, .

. .,

--.It.It. It happened inin 19661 6 andJLsetaodJLsetanditsetanditset-
off

_

,
..off1off1offff'

, aa chchainin '.'ofof'preventspreventsofofii'1eventsvents whichwhich-

resultedresultedres'ulted' in the settlement .
'", Udall rrememberediemembered'muchiememberedmuchmembered 'muchtTIuch of thethe-

det
the-

detaildetdetail11detaililvp'articularlyi1ithatparticularlyi1ithatilvp'articularlyi1ithatparticularlyithat,:;" ' particularly
'

;
;that.., he diddid-

not

'

,
nqtnot' talk to-totothetothe.memberstothemembersto-the-member'stothemember'smembers-,'tothemember'sof''

-.
, ,the . members of thethe-

AlaskaAlAla.skaAlaska.sk congressional delegdelegationtion ,;'

about' the land freeze , brderorderorder-

bef
order-

beforebefbeforebefrere it-vassignedvassigneditvassignedwas:- ..-
signed

s-

igned,signed . VI"II'" I thinkthmkthink'allthinkallthink'al-
lof

},
"'"-

all
a-llallal-

lofof' them
,

thoughtthougryt I wwaswas..ss hazyprazy-

he
prazy-prazyrazy

.

,:'"-''
Ihehe ssaidid .

""-

fA

"-

f\
"-

f
f

&'\
'. ' !;

"

A number of' AlaskaAlask
,'

business-

J1en

business-

men
businessbusiness-¬-

!menJ1en ''we'rewere'werewere'
.,.- also
a-
lsoalsalso

;
,

angangeredangredred ,.
,

""''MM"MyMy'Mjj,

J)J-

name

.

.'-.namename-name! wasjnudwaswas.J11udwasJ11ud.mud andrid It'''waswas,.ww.wass ...beJng-

plastered
being-

plastered
.beingbeing.beJng-.beJng

.

-

, plastered 'with'vithvith more mud everyevery-

d
every-

dayddayy ;:: ThereTheThe'e'w''e'wew' wass nothing anybody '

..could-.couldcould.couldfind-', :.', find tto ' say favorable
, to ,

what I hadhad'donehaddone''donedone'donedone ,;, exexceptept for
,
ththethe-

'Native''NativeNative leaders
'

, whowhQ wwerewerere quietly-

learning
quietlyquietly-

learninglearninglearning how ' ', toto ' speak up ., andand-

how
nd ,

how to handle the ppdliticspolitieslitics of it ,"
.,''hehehehe saidsad . <.\

.

""-

The
T-

he'''TheThe, .,.commoncommoncPlJlmon .,
argl1rrargl1rrenargument; en ! ofof-

those
,
thosethose\thosethose.ppposedthoseppposedthoseopposed.

\
opposed too the settlementsettlement-

It
settlement-

at:atIt ,thethe'tirhe'was/'why'iJJidthe'tirhe'wasthetirhewas'why'iJJidwhyiJJid' timetirhe ' waswas"whywaswhy.",/""whywhy' .
;' IMd4d thethe-

Alaska

the-

AlaskaAlaskaAlaska Natives ':,
..needneed land ? " hehe-

t, :t:11,., "
.
, wrr

saidid"WhyidWhy. .
""WhyWhy diddi.ddid. theythey.havetheyhavetheyha.ve.,. have

'
. totahavehave '

titletitle'totitleto' to it ? '" ". '"

'"""TheyThey'They.' didn'tdidnt' understandunderstahd thethe-

importance
the-

irilportanceimportanceirilportance 6ftheflheofthe,
, land to Native ,.

people ';, thatthat'completelythatcompletely''- completely
c-

ompletelycompletely esCaped-

them
escapedescaped-

them
'

them ," he said . ,

In factfactr,;, when , Richard NixonNixon-

became
Nixon-

becamebecame president andana appointedappointed-
Alask'a

appointed-
AlaskaAlaskaAlask'a' , Gov . Walter ''JJJ . HickelNickelHickel-
Interior

Nickel-
InteriorInterior Secretary , one of thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst things HickelNickel said
.
waiwas tha'tthatthat-

the
that-

the'l
'

thethe'lthel' landnd frfreeze-freezefreezeinstitutede'zez' -', instituted by oneone-

Interior
one-

interiorInterior Secretary could bebe-

'undone
be-

undone'undone'undone by another .

""ThereThere was ,,33a series of breaksbreaks-
and

breaks-
andandandoneone of the breaks was thatthat-
Wally

that-
WallyWally HickelMickel held a presspress-
conference

press-
conferenceconference in Seattle , on his wayway-
home

way-
homehome from WashingtonWasf1ington ," UdallUdall-

The
Udall-

The
Udall-

TheThe AFN audience beganbegan-
laughing

began-
laughinglaughing jnin recollection .

""HeHe"lielie was , as you arare whenwhen-
you've

when-
you'veyou'veyouve' just been appointeappointedI< to aa-

President's
a-

President'sPresident'sPresidents' cabinet , cocky . 1I waswas-

the
was-

thethe same way . He made1made' thethe-

statement
the-

statementstatement that what oneone-

secretary
one-

secretarysecretary could do , anotheranothe'ranothe'roneanotherone' oneone-
could

one-
couldcould undo.andundoandundo .....andand ..hehehe was right..

Fortunately , hefie said it , becausebecause-

that
because-

thatthat became the focijsfocWfocus; of wheth-

er
whethwheth-¬-

er he should be confirmed oror-

not
or-

notnot..." .
After that , the pipeline Issue-

began
issueissue-

beganbegan heating up and the NixonNixon-
White

Nixon-
WhiteWhite House was getting pres-

sure
prespres-res-

sure
res-res¬-

sure 'from'from all sides , for a varietyvariety-

of
variety-

ofofofreasonsreasons , to , get the NativeNative-

claims
Native-

claimsclaims settled .

. ,

""NixonNixon''NN x n . was an adroit poJpoliti-

cian
politipoliti-i-

c
i-i¬-

ccianciann . Helie saw that , if there waswas-
some

was-
somesome way out of thistliis , {thatthat-
would

hat
wouldould please ' his friendsfriendsin,jn thethe-

oil
the-

oiloil industry and would plepleaseplease-
Alaska

sese-

AlaskaAlaska and would please thethe-

Natives
the-

NativesNatives , let'slets'' get it solved andnd itit-

would
it-

would , .would be a big plus . " UdallUdlll; iaidsaid .

So Nixon signed the claimsclaims-
legislation

claims-
legislationlegislation that came throughthrough-
Congress

through-
CongressCongress and

'
'thethe AFN , then inin-

convention
in-

conventionconvention in Anchorage , waswas-

told
was-

toldtold via telephone . ', '
,

.,.UdallUdallUda 1 said that at this point hhtiii'!
was mostmost 'concerned'Concerned about thethe-

future
the-

futurefuture ; , about what wouldwould-
happen

would-
happenhappen over the next fewfew-

decades
few-

decadesdecades .

He: warned that there really isis-

an
is-

anan energy crisis , in his view ,. and-
at

and
att , the rate oil is being consumed-
in

consumed
in the United States , the countrycountry-
was

country-
waswas going to run outout..

""There-"ThereThere"Thereare-' are a lot of peoplepeople-
down

people-
downdown in Washington who saysay-

'let's''let'sletslet's'' ransack Alaska , let'slets'' find itit-

the
it-

the
,

(the oilil ) and bring it out now .,
"""

IJ don'tdont' tlthinknk that'sthats' in thethe-

interest
the-

interestinterest of Alaska or the coul1try-
as

country-
as

countrycoul1try
as a whole .

""WhateverWhatever oil rresourcessources youyou-
h

you-
havehaveh ve willwillcomecome outouloutbut, tutbut whywily thethe-

rush
the-

rushrush ," Udall said .

'('Let'sLetsf'Let'sfLets.Let's.Lets'
.

' stretch it our , let'sletslet's-
conserve

let's-
conserve ''conserve it , Jet'sJetslet'slets' make it last , "

The formerfonnerfanner interior SecretarySecretary-

said
Secretary-

saidsaid oil-oiloilandoil.and.
-. and other resources mustmust-

be
must-

bebe developed with an eye toto-

conservation
to-

conservationconservation and that111at , in thisthis-

vein
this-

veinvein , what'swhats'' good for thethe-

country
the-

countrycountry would also tpebe> e good forfor-

the
for-

thethe region (of Alaska ) .


