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' ' akDtat'sakDtats'Yakutat'sYakutatsYakutat9sYakutat9stt
. ' , , , ," tttI/JtIJ/ -

,99 <:'ownttownown..--.t.t}amatriarch,.Ma.,9.ttiarchlarch '

:
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.,.MaggieMaggieMaggie
'
Johnshns isisiliilithe; silverhair-

ed
silver-hair-silverhairsilver-hairsilverhair-

ed
-- -.

,\ ed matriarch of YakutYakutat t , aa-

woman
"

wwomanwomanma'nmanma'n.who' ,..whowhowho hasas ''outlivedoutlived 1111 ofofI-

I
of-

her1IIt , her ""} 13
' childrenchildr'en

'
"' and still teachteachess

:.T'beadworkTbeadwork'beadworkbeadwork\'' beadwork ' to thetne
.
young girls ofof-

her
of-

herher village . ,. i''IIfrf-

r"Yakutat
;

'

"""YakutatYakutat ,.
''isisis '

now the head-
quarters

headhead-¬.-
quarters ..forforfor extensive offshoreoffshore-
oil ''- exploration

e-

xploration
'-

exploration
e-

xploration
'-

exploration
e-

xploration, oil in the Gulf ofof'-

Alaska
of'-

Alaska''AlaskalAlaskal'AlaskaAlaska:.' .,
, Maggie,aggi , a 81 year oldold-

Tlingit
old-

TlingitTlingit Indian ;''greWgreW upupthere,there in aa-

commu1ity
a-

communitycommunitycommu\1itycommu1ity\ ., .househousehou'se' with 5050-
families

50-
familiesfamilies sharing the labor, wherewhere-
the

where-
thethe womenwomenwomencookedcooked while ththethe-
men

"

menmen
,

'
huntedhurtted .,

Her ;
, face disolves in wrinkleswrinkles-

isisass she talks about 'the'the old days .,
""ThisThis used to be the richestrichest-

town
richest-

towntown forfoi food . We ate-ateatewhat-. whatwhat-
came

what-
camecame off the beach , halibut ,
herring and

'

red snapper inin-

February
in-

FebruaryFebruary , hooligan in March ,
and salmon in the summer ._

""WeWe"We'putWeput''putput up our winter suppliessupplies-
from

supplies-
fromfrom around our house , blue-
berries

blue-
berries

blue-
berries

blue-blue-

berries §., and strawberries , andand-

I

and-
sometimes

and-
sometimes

I, ometimessometimes five ,. cases ofofsalmonsalmon-
berries

salmon-salmon'=-.
berries . It'sIts' hard to get , the food

now ."
The Tlingits livedlivedanan isolatedisolated-

life
isolated-

lifelife dduringring Maggie'sMaggies' .,.childhoodchildhood ,
houses wereWCJe built of split logs ,
""plannedplanned tipup into planks asas-

shinyas
as-

shinyasshinyshinyas, as little buttons ." Today ,
YakutatYakuta has modernmodem housing and-
jet

dndandndnd-

jetjet serviceservice .

LifeWe was, simpler when she Wa-
syouhg

waswas-

young
','-

progress
p-

rogress
youngyouhg . 1Though1ough 'not'OptOpt bitter aboutabout'progres-

s

about-
progressprogress ," , she clings to thethe-

memory
the-

rpemorvmemoryrpemorv of ththe oldOld'NaliveOldNaliveld ''NN'NativeNativetive ways .

""WeWe hadhadaa law for everything ..
We knew the Ten Command-
ments

CommandCommand- ¬.-

ments. before the white manman-
came

man-
camecame . There was no divorcedivorce-
amongamongamongm ng us , and girls were watch-
ed

watchwatch-¬.-
ed carefully before they werewere-
married

were-
marriedmarried .

""WeWe weren'twerent' greedy or selfish ,

and the Native people had nono-

enemies
no-

enemiesenemies . When we hunted , wewe-

hunted
we-

huntedhunted for what we wanted toto-

eat
to-

eateat.. We didn'tdidnt' get more than wewe-

could
we-

couldcould use , and we all shared . TheThe-
Natives

The-
NativesNatives lived just like oneone-
body

one-
bodybody .."


