
Chief Justice RayHay Rabinowitz administers the oath to Mary Jane Fate , the first AlaskaAlaska-

Native
Alaska-

NativeNative on the state Judiciary Commission . Other commission members are in thethe-

background
the-

backgroundbackground .
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Six }yearsears ago ., the Alaska SuSu-
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court
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stemstem-

RecenthRecenthRecentlyRecenthaRecentlya a reportreport.s\was\.s.s. ISsued-

stattog
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staringstattogstaringstattogthJIstaringthatatmg thaithJIthat "Name"a'eaeNative"a'eIJS" ' -\-\IJSIJSAlaskansJn5 holdhold-

low

hold-

owlowow Ie\IeIeellevel\ el "f'SIf1lflSfSIf1lflSpositions' ( 10in thfile,' ..ourtourt.our-

tystem
ourtourt-

SystemystemSystem; hutbut nno,) l11alrnaior'" p"SI"npSInpositons" "" , are-

filled
artare-are>-

Idledfilledf led bvInht AlaskaAlas.JAlasJAlaskaatite!. '\Names'JI\e'JIJIe\atiteatite]\ ,

A smallsmallstep,slenstepIen toward1'Jrd1Jrdt-andtand,-tanda, "' ua" ''e"rat-

ng
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vcl

higher-

cael-vclvclc\elcelcael- \ jubsJ"bsJbsJobs" ..JJwawas', accomplishedJ"l11plthedJl11plthedaanipliahed,,. ," , IWtwotwo-

weeks

, )

Nceksweeksecks agoJgo ",whenhen -Fairbanks1-atihank1atihank3JfhJn , .Name.al\e.ale.alaleNativeNative-

Association

.aleS-

SOda"on
]\

\SSOda"onSSOda"onSSOdaonAssociation'\ ssociaiicin" PresidentPreSIdentIJIPresidentlars\Marx\IJI\IJI\larslarsIJIJane\ JaneJane-

Fate

Jane-

FdteFdteFateate .was.asas appointedJPP"H1ledJPPH1led" I1lo" (IhetheIhelashe .\\laslasAlaskaAlaska-
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.
lives m10in FJ\fhJnFJfhJnFairbanks\ s is theIhe firsttiTstfirsta"\Na"aa\a

tlvefive and Ihethe first womJllwoman to holdhold-

aa seat on Ihethe commiSSioncommiSSion-
The

commission-
TheThe CommlSSlunCommission IS responsrleresponsibleresponsrle-

for
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for

,,
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involvedmvolved inm quasi-legalquasilegalquasilegalmattersquasi-legalquasilegalquasIlegalmatters- mailersmatters forfor-

several
for-

severalseveral yearsyears-

F

years-

Fale
years-

Fate
years-

ateFFaleFateate attended her vvillagelage gradegrade-
School

grade-

schoolschoolSchoolandand graduated from MtMt-

attended
Mt-

attendedattended the UniversityUmverslty of AlaskaAldskaAldska-

at

Alaska-

atat Anchorage takingtakmg classes In-

biology
inin-

biologybiology then ,. but when thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Native Claims SettlementSettlement-
Act

Settlement-
ActActA-IAI, - Wdu/jvujvwas/ ' npdssedpassed. . * ..HH ""afliiaflii"andand there was aa-

a

a-

aa need for our people) ple to knowknow-

about
know-

about
know-

aboutabout linancesfinances , "' she turnedtimed herher-

focus
her-

focusfocus to accountingaccountmg mailersmattersmailers-
the

matters-
As

matters-
AsAs the president of her villagevIllag-

ecorporation
village-

corporationcorporation..porationporation ""WeWe have had to re-

get
re-

get
re-

get
re-re-

get someone loto sponsor it .
"

She was a representativerepresentalJve to thethe-

Naltonal
the-

NationalNationalNaltonal AmericanAmencan Indian WomenWomen-

orgamzatlon
Women-

organizationorganizationorgamzatlon and also workworked' with-

legal
wrthwithwrthl-

eRaIlegalleRaI affairsaffaICS inm that group , wnltngwritingwnltng-
and

writing-
and

_ .

and workingworlung with legislation ofof-

interest
of-

mterestinterestmterest to the group8IOUP .

She travelled ia great deal and dId-

a
did

a study on the special needs ofof-

Indian
of-

IndianIndian childrenchtldren . ""II had to do I.

lot of homework . It tied into res-

IdentIal
res-

idential
resres-¬-

identialIdentIalandand individualmdlvlduaJ law It waswas-

a

was-

aa lot of work ,. writingwntmgwiltingwntmgandwiltingandand analyz-

ing

analyz-

mg
analyzanalyz-¬-

ingmg lawsJaws It might not havrhave k-

the
k-kbeenbeen-

the

been-

the

- -
the most formalfonnal profeprofessIOnalprofessIOnal-

trammg
professional-

trainingtrainingtrammg 1I took but I learned aa-

great

a-

great
.".great deal

Fate says her membership on thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Judiciary ComCommittee willwill-

allow
will-

allowallow her loto work on a problemproblem-

that
problem-

thatthat troutroubles , herber most aboutabout-
the

about-
thethe life in the villagesvtlJages -- thethe-

problem
the-

problemproblem of leisure-timeleisuretimelelsure.timelelsuretime-. boredomboredom-
and

boredom-
andand the consequent problems It-

presents
itit-

presentspresents with the law .

She says she hopes to proposepropose-

aa study of leisure-timeleisuretimelelSure.tunelelSuretune-. law-bilawbiJawbreak-
Ing

lawbreaki-
ng

Jaw-break-Jawbreaklaw-break-law- -

ing ., andandworkwork that study intointo-

recommendatIons
into-

recommendationsrecommendations for the statestate-

Judges
state-

judgesjudges to follow . ""BoredomBoredom is aa-

basIs
a-

basisbasis for a lot of problems andand-

with
and-

withwith some research and investi-
tive

investi-
tive

investl-
live

investi-investiinvestl-investl -

tivelive process , we mightmtght be ableable-
to

able-
toto looklookmtolookintointomto some innovativeinnovative-

Ideas
innovative-

Ideasideas ."


