
NSBN58 threatens suit over testing
By PAUL JENKINSJENKINS-

Associatad

JENKINS-

Assoclo'edAssoclo'edAssocloedAssociatad' "''ososPressPres-
sNorth

,

North Slope BoroughBoroughoffiCIalsoffiCIals-

and

officials-

and

officials

and the Alaska Eskimo WhalingWhaling-

CommISSIon

Whaling-

CommissionCommission ( AEWC ) are threal-

ening

threat-

ening

threat-

enmg
threal-threalthreat-threat-

eningenmg legallegalactionaction to10 revokere.okereoke. per-

mIts

per-

mits
pet-

mits
pet-petper-per-

mits allowingaIIowmgaIIowmgseISmIcallowingseismicseismic explnra-

lion

explora-

tion

exploraexplnra-explnraexplora- ¬-

tionlion in10 the Beaufort Sea dUring-

the
duringduring-

thethe fall migrationmlgrahon ol01of the Bow-

head

Bow-

head
Bow-Bow -.

head whalewhale-

Borough
whale-

Borough
whale-

BoroughBorough Mayor Jacob AdaAdamsAdams-

said
Adams-

saidsaidid state and federalfederaloiloil011 andand-

gas

and-

gas
and

gas exploration permits werewereI-

SSued
were-

issuedISSued without consultatIOn withwith-

Norili
with-

NorthNorlhNoriliNorth Slope OfficialsOfficla1s or Ihe-
AEWC

theIhethe-
AEWCAEWC He want s the explora-

Lion

explora-

Uon
explora-explora -.

UonLion halhaltedhalted-

A

tedted-

AA state tt-

roar
officlaofficialofficialcalled} Lalledcalled the uo-

roar
UDuo-uo'-

roar a ""tete"tempesttempest. . . , .10in. . a_ teapotr-

while
r-r- . .,,"

while ta federal attorney said h1-

5agency

hish15his-

Tlooked
his-

agencyagency overlookedTlooked its nresponsi-
bdities

responsl-
bilihes

responsl-responslresponsi-responsi -

bilitiesbilihesbdities .

The State Department ofof-

Natural
of-

NaturalNatural Resources issued a per-

mit
perper-¬.-

mitmil to Energy Analysts Explora-

tion
ExploraExplora- ¬.-

tionlion 48 Inc . for an area offshoreoffshore"-

Of
offshore-

of
offshor-

eof-"-ofof"Of KaktovikKaktovc , a whalingwhahngwhahngvillagewhalingvillagevillage 7575-

tr, <tr.

miles from the CanadiCanadi-

Offshore
CanadIan borderborder-

Offshore
border-

OffshoreOffshore tratra-

scheduled
tracts In the area areare-

scheduled
are-

scheduledscheduled for State OdOil and GasGas-

lease
Gas-

leaselease sales nexnextt yearyear-

The
year-

The
year-

TheThe USU.s. Geological SurvcSurvey onon-

August
on-

AugustAugust 24 ISSuedISSuedeighteight permits-

for
permnpermits,

for an area farther offshore .

Those rermitspermits are valid untuntiluntil-

Freezeup
until-

FreezeupFreezeup if theilie testingtestmg does nol-

affect
notnolnot-

affectaffect the endangered whalewhaleswhales-

Glenn
whales-

GlennGlenn HarrisonHamson . State DrvDIVISionDIVISion-

of
Division-

ofof Minerals and EnergEnergy Manage-

ment
ManageManage-.-

ment Director said lnthe< . urroaruproarurroarI-

S

uproar-

is

u |. . u .

is a ""TempestTempest In A Teapot " andand-

that
and-

thatthat Alaska wwill l irestndrestrict testing-

when
testmgtestingtestmg-

whenwhen Whales colcol-

"But

come neunear: thethe-

seismic

the-

selSm.cselSm.cselSmcseismic. boalsboatsboals-

"But
boats-

"But""ButBut some of the Native Lead-

ers
lead-

ers
Leadlead- ¬-

ers are not willingwllhng to compro-

mise

compro-
nse

compro-compro-.

misense at all and wantwanMoto keep thethe-

seismic

the-

setsmlc..jismicjismicsetsmlcseismic boats out ofr;rthethe enllre-

North
entireenllreentire-

NorthNorth Slope , whichwhlLhwhlLhISwhichisis not a rearea-

sonable
rea-rea¬.-

sonable approach at all ,. inm mmymy-

opinion
}

opinion , " he saidsaid-

Natural
said-

Natural
said-

NaturalNatural Resources CoCommis-

sioner

CommlsCommis-Commis ,-

sionersloner John KatzKatt talkedtalkedwllhtalkedwithwithwllhwith-

Adams
wllh-

AdamsAdams last week about thetbe per-per-'

milSmits and Was expededexpected to deLidedecidedeLide-

this
decide-

thisthis week on am aCllonactionaCllon-

Borough
action-

BoroughBorough AtlomevAttorney ConradConrad-

Bagne
Conrad-

BagneBagne said the borough andand-

whaling"'whaling'hahnghahng'hahngummlSSlOnwhalingcommission,commissionummlSSlOn mdmay go toto-

court
to-

ourt,courtourt if KatzKatl latailsfallss loto act-

"If
actal-taltact-

"If
alt-

"If
-

"""IfIf the state does notnol do some-

thing
somesome-¬.-

thingthmg , we- 'llwe- llwe- 'llwe- llweU' have no allernallve-
but

alternativeallernallvealternative-
but

alternative-
utbutut to10 forceforLe ,"cancellation"nellallonnellallon, ot01of thethe-

ermits

the-

permits

the-

pernutspernutspermitsermits through the courts " hehe-

S31d

he-

said
he-

udS31dsaidudud-

nd
S31dHesaidHe

He saidnd the tederallederalfederal permits alsoalso-

ma
also-

mayma\mamaymabe\ be c3n'icelledicelledcancelledcancelled-

Adams
' elledelled-

AddmsAddmsAdams .s.udsudsaid
'icellednd

nd the UUSS G.SGSG.sIssuedGSissued.. Issued-

the
issuedissued-

thethe lederfederal, penmlspennrtspermits wilhoulwithoutwithoutcon<concon-

suiting '"suitingsultmg NorlhNorth Slope OIofficials]LlaJS ,.

althoughaliliough the consultaconsultationstlons are rere-

quired
reo-

qUlred
reore-re¬-

quiredqUlred under an agreement ham-

mered
hamham-¬.-

meredmeredoutout in MarchMarh, betweenbelv.eenbelveen. thethe-

Nallonal
the-

NationalNationalNallonal OceanicOceantl and Almos-

phenc
Atmos-

pheric
AtmosAlmos-AlmosAtmos-¬-

phericphenc AdministrationAdmtntstratron ( NOAA )

and the WhalingWhahng CCamCommissionCommission-
NOAA

Commission-
NOAA

am mISSIOnmISSIO-
nNOAANOAA AttorneyAttorne\AttorneAttorneMichael\ MichaelMichael-

Stanley
Michael-

StanleyStanley said the agency'sagencysgenCJ'-
s

genCJ-
s' Na-

1I0nal

Na-

tional
NaNa- ¬-

tional1I0nal MarineManne FisheriesFlshenes ServiceService-

Continued

Service-

Continued(Continued on Page Ten )



North SlooeSlope Borough mavmay challenge seismic testing
(I"ntmuedIntmuedClmunued( " from Page OneOne))

" serlouked< rl " " ed 11its' dutIes under thethe-

Ivreement.Ivreement, < < men I

\ clause IIIin Ihethe agreement re-

IIIIIes

le-

lures
re-rele-le--

IIIIIeslures dl-usslonsdlusslonsdiscussions,- on mattersmatters-

IIlcernlllg
matters-

interningIIlcernlllginterning Bowhead WhaleWhale-

Management
Whale-

lanagement\\lanagementlanagementManagement ""v.hlchv.hlchvhlch"whichwhich. either party

'" iheveshe v "' arare!' sUllablesuitable for suchsuch-

nmultations,nmultations",ultatons,
." he saidsaid-

"I

said-

"I""II Ihmkthink It'SItS' dearclear now thatthat-

the
that-

thethe AEWCAEWCconsIders: consIders thIs aa-

matter
a-

mattermatter ffor,;[ consultatIOn ," hehe-

sad

he-

saidsadsaid, '""II thlllkthinkthlllkwethinkwewe would con-

cUI

con-

ur

con-con-

,cUIur
cUIHeurlie

Helie saId the NaltllnalNational ManneMarine

FlshenesFisheries SemceService , operating-
under

operatlllgoperatingoperatlllg-
underunder the Endangered SpecIesSpecIes-

Act
Species-

ActAct , recommended a ban onon-

SClSmlC

on-

seismicSClSmlCseismic actlvllyactivity 10in the BeaufortBeaufort-

Se
Beaufort-

SeaSeSea.,' fromn August through Octo-

ber
Octo-

ber
Octo-

otect
Octo-Octo-

ber to protet.lprotetlprotectotect. the WhaJes-

"But
Whales-

"But
WholesWhaJesWhales

""ButBut the USU.s. G SSaskedasked for aa-

examination

a-

reexamination

a-

reexammatlon-examinationexaminationre-exammatlonreexammatlonre-examination-- of thatthat., whIch-

ultimately
whichwhich-

ultimatelyultimatelyinnately resulted in10 an amend-

ient

amend-

ment
amend-

ment
amend-amend-

mentient of that recommendationrecommendatton .,
"

StaneStanleytanley! ), said The change allowallow-

ed

allow-

eded1 monitoredmonrtoredmonrtoredsetSmlcmonitoredseismicseismicsetSmlc explora-

on
explora-

tion
explora-

tion
explora-explora -

tionon intomto September and POSS-

Ibly

possi-

bly
possi-

ly
possi-possi -

blyly beyondbeyond-

"We
beyond-

"We""WeWe had never understood thatthat-

our
that-

outoutour BIOlogIcal opmlOnopinion or our

responsibilitiesresponslbUlttes under Section 77-

of

7-

of( of the Endangered SpeciesSpectes ActAd )

were the kindkmd of thing subject toto-

consultation
to-

consultationconsultation .,:"' he saidsaid-

"I"'"II thinkthmk inm relrospeclretrospect we nownow-

see

now-

seesee It was a matter sullablesuitable forfor-

discussIon

for-

discussiondiscussIon "

The NOAA Personnel Involved-

earher
involvedinvolved-

earlierearlierearher this year inm the WhaleWhale-

Management
Whale-

ManagementManagement negotiations withwith-

the
with-

thethe WhalingWhalmg Commission werewere-

not
were-

notnot the same people involvedmvolved In-

the
inin-

thethe approval of the USU.s. G S rere-

quest
re-

quest
re-re¬-

quest for exploration permitspeomts .,

Stanley said .

""TheyThey did not ,realizeeal'LeealLe' there was

another obhgatlonobligation , " he saIdsaId-

I

said-

IrvIIrvTV Palmer , a DepuDeputyty Conser-

vallon

Conser-

vation

ConserConser-¬-

vationvallon Manager for the U S G S ._ ,

said his agency is not responsibleresponsible-
forfor dealingdeahng withwllh the Borough oror-

the

or-

thethe WhahngWhaling CommIssIOn . ButBut-

he

But-

hehe said It sent copIes of thethe-

actIons

the-

actionsactIons leading to the permItspermIts-

toto tJethe, North Slope Borough aa-

week

a-

weekweek after the permits werewere-

Issued

were-

issuedIssued
IssuedThe

The Federal permits allowalJow useuse-

of

use-

ofof ""AugunsAuguns " which produceprodice .a.n-

audIble
ana.nan-

audibleaudible sound underwater forfor-

exploration

for-

explorationexploration of subsurface ter-

rain

terter-¬.-

rainram
ram"Irain"If""II"IfIff you were standingstandmg on thethe-

beach
the-

beachbeach , and it was a mile or soso-

offshore
so-

offshoreoffshore , you could probablyprobably-

hear
probably-

hearhear it11 ,.
" said Jerry Shearer , aa-

U.s

a-

USU.sUsUSGS. G.sGs. officIal-

Palmer
officialofficial-

Palmer
official-

PalmerPalmer said seismicselSl111C explora-

tion

explora-

tion

exploraexplora- ¬-

tion ""hashas been goinggomg on everyevery-

year

every-

yearyear ButBut,5testingBut5testing,.testmg.ltestmgltestmg during thethe-

migration

the-

nngratlonmigrationnngratlon ""wouldwould"wouldaddadd signifi-

cantly
slgmfi-

caotly
signifislgmfi-slgmfisignifi- ¬-

cantlycaotly to knowledge of ItS-

effects

its-

effects

itsits-

effectseffects on whales "
He said as part otof a Bureau of-

Land

of-

Land

of

Land Management study , an air-

craft
alf-

craft
airalf-alfair-air¬-

craftcraftwnhwithwnh two scientists aboard

will dailydally be inIII the Federal-

Seismic

Federal-

SeIsmIc
Federal

Seismic explorationeploral1on'( areas toto-

momtor
to-

monitormonitormomtor the Airgun'sAirgunsAugun'sAuguns' effect-

"In

effect-

"In
effecteffect-

"In""InIn addition , when the airair-

craft
alf-

craft
alf-alfair-air¬-

craft is not over a boat , and aa-

whale

a-

whalewhale is spotted , seisseis-

tors
selSmtcseismic opera-

tors
opera-

tors
opera-opera-

tors have the resporresponsIbility, toto-

shut

to-

shutshut down until the whale hhashas-

left
has-

leftleft the area ,
" he saidsaJd .

Jerry (Immmm , EnvironmentEnvuonmentalEnvironmentalEnvironmental-
Field

Envuonmental-
FIeldField CoordinatorCoordmator for the BLMBiM ,

said most whale-noisewhalenoise- studIes-

have
studiesstudies-

havehave been undertaken inm thethe-

CanadIan
the-

CanadianCanadian Waters of the Beau-

f
Beau-

fort
BeauBeau-¬-

ffortoft Sea where drdrillingdullinglmg andand-

exploral1on
and-

explorationexplorationexploral1on is more prevalent..

He said the BLMBiM and a ({"Can''- inv
i- nv..nono* ,_.

diandlandean firmrum are activelyacttvely ""tryingtrying"trymgtrymg toto-

detennme

to-

determinedeterminedetennme effect of oil011011andoilandand gasgas-

actIVIty

gas-

activityactivity on those whales .

""WhatWhat we'veweve' been domedomgdoing In-

Amencan
inin-

AmericanAmencanAmerican waters IS aenalaerial obser-

valton
obser-

vation
obser-obser-

vationvalton ofofwhalewhale migration ,
" hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid
saidThe

The BLMBiM now , in a $S75OOO-

to
$75,00075000S75OOO$75,000-

to
,

to $$80,00080000S80.0OOS800OO,. study ,. is provIding-

the
providing

the planepldne anddnd trainedtramedtramedobserverstrainedobserversobservers-

to
observers

to watch the whale'swhales'' reactionsreactions-
toto the airgunsanguns in Amencan-
waters

AmericanAmencanAmerican-

waterswaters ,. he said


