Chugach amends selection

By LINDA LORD-JENKINS
Tundra Timés Editor .
In the face of an evershort
ening deadline. Chugach Native
Inc. has submitted vet another
land selection proposal which
.drops any quest for imber lands
in Washington and Oregon, r-
duces mner  Prnce William
Sound land and dismusses the
federal offer ot 800.000 acres
of subsurface oil and gas nghts.

CNI submitted 1ts compromise
proposal last week at the month
Iy meeting of the Chugach Re-
gion Study Group which was
established to work out the
CNI ¢laim to 379000 acres of
land CNI1 15 entitled to because
of the Alaska Native Claim
Settlement Act

The ONI claim has to be sub-
mitted to Congress by late
November by President Ronald
Reagan. The group next meets
Sept. 15 and the group also has
to publicize its recommenda-

tons betore wntng the tinal
proposal and submitung 1t
Reagan.

The latest ONI compromuse in-
corporates portions of a propo-
corporates portions of 1 pro-
posal for land settlement  pre-
sented 1o the study group in
late August by representatives ot
the US. Department of Agnt
culture’s Forest Service.

The forest service at that time
recommended that CNI take. as
part of 1ts settlement, 800,000
acres of ol and gas subsurface
exploration nghts but CNI dis-
mussed  that  offer because 1t
felt, the chance of ol or gas
beng found in those lands was
“too speculative and intangible.”

The proposal also reduced
CNI7s objective of acquiring
land in the wner Prince Wi-
liam Sound area the tradi-
uonal land of the Chugach
people - because of the concern
of other study members. CNI's
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willingness to reduce 1o request
was called “significant™ in a
paper submitted to the study
group by CNI

CN1 has  reduced  the
amount of timber lands selected
11 Southeast Alaska from 112
000 to 40,000 acres because of
objections  voiced by
members  about  the
amount ol acreage

CNI has identified a prefer-
ence for the Yakatat and Big
Salt Lake areas but also has
submitted an alternative propos-
al of the Hobart Bay-Port
Houghton and Big Salt Lake if
the Yakatat can not be granted.

Those areas total 45,000 acres.

In the new compromise propo--
sal. CNI has designated 30,000
acres of Western coal lands as
land the region would like to
select. According to the report
submitted with the proposal, the
coal lands, which are outside of
Alaska, were selected because
of committee suggestion that
non-Alaska lands be selected.

Propse said that several of
the selections were made be-
cause of suggestion of the study
group. Some 10,000 acres of
land in Yakatat, was selected

also

study
larger

because it would case adminis-
tration of the land for the gov-
emment.

A selection was made at lcy
Bay but only for subsurface oil
and gas nghts “and we recognize
the Park Service’s interest in
managing  the surface  land.”
said Propse. He sad a simila
situation 15 found for the 66.-
405 acres at Katalla.

In making its compromise pro-
posal, CNI has included two al-
ternatives ot about 67,000 acres
cach.

Alternative. A includes Green
Island. 7.242 acre; Latouche Is-
land. 13367 acres, Knmight Is-
land, 13,564 acres of subsurface
nights; Icy Bay addition 12,868
acres of subsurface nghts; and
Katalla, 66,405 acres of subsur-
face rights

Alternative B includes Stock--

dale Harbor, 1.195 acres; Port
Chalmers, 960 acres; Zaikof Bay,
4,075 acres; Esther Passage,
7.785 acres; Miners Lake, 10-
525 acres; Martin River, 26,580
acres. Point Packenham, 10.-
164 acres; and Exit Glacier,
6,480 acres.



