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SUITS SEEK TO STOP OEO DISMANTLEMENT

OEO to Close RurAlL VCAP Deci?rly J udge Jones Doubts Justification

Although U.S. District Court Judge William Jones
made no formal ruling on three suits filed against the
administration to stop dismantlement of the Office of
Lconomic Opportunity, he indicated that he had “serious

In February,  RurAL CAP
received @ notice from the Oftice
of Fconomic  Opportumity in
Seattle that money would not be
available after June 30, 1973
under  Section 221 of the
of the Feonomie Opportunities
Act which s the section that
funds community action agen-
cies.

In some cases, and RurAL
CAP is one ot them, certain
phase-out funds wonld be aval-
able  to sustain the agency
through December 31, 19730 At
that time all operations would
Cease.

The President’s budger mes-
sage stated that o i addition
o private money, State and
Local governments may use gen-
eral and special revenue sharing
for these purposes.™

In order to apply for State
funds, RarAL CAP prepared an
impact statement encompassing
some of the past activities and
future aspirations of the agency

Some of the programs initiat-
a0 under the anti-poverty pro-
aram for rural areas have been
Head Start, which now has 850
chiddren i 38 villages across the
State.

This was not only the tust
pre-school program —in- rural
areas, but also is the fust bi-

lingual program. the first with
paid pata professionals i edu-

cation and has the tist Jocal
policy-making board.
It has the lowest cost per

child rato in the entire North-
west region, despite vast logistic
extremes.

Rur AL CAP also implement-
ed an wieatiolism prograny wihieh
utilizes local people as counsel-
ors mrural areas, with counsel-
ing at the villcee site, not man
untamihiar urban settig

Fhe Vehicle Fquipment Mo
hilization program, hetter
Known as VEMP,  sent 40
pieces of hieavy equipment such
as D=8 and D=4 caterpillan tract-
ors, trucks, in villages and
trained local  people in their
operation and maintenance.

The equipment was used to
move villages, build and main-
tain airports and  roads, con-

cle.

struct boat Janding ramps, haul
fuel from beach arcas to villages,
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Brando Refuses Oscar Citing Treatment of Indianin Movies
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Emergency  tood programs
were conducted, in which assist-
ance was given to the State
distributing Food  Stamps, and
tramning the chgibility workers:
experimental gardenimg projects
were developed: a hot break-
fast program was implemented:
and a nutritional program which
demonstrated preservation and
taught values of food was suc-
cesstul in the villages

The corporation which helps
to organize  co-operatives,  the
Community Enterprise Develop-
ment Corporation (CEDC) was
started by RurAL CAP. 1o s
currently a $3.2 mullion business
employing hundreds of people
in fishing, marketing, construc-
hon, elce.

Other activities — of RurAl
CAP include helping the Alaska
Village Flectrification Co-opera-
tive (AVEC) to organize; opera-
ting  two  pilot Parent-Child
Centers (PCCY involving 80
Jannhies, utihizing all local stafts.

Also. sponsoring Alaska [egal
Services Carporation: operating
a youth program in Seward and
one i Mt Edgecumbe  High
School: funding a skin sewing
operation i Nome, and others

Ihe ageney also  provided
testimony and  mformation 1
the Sea Mammal hearings, the
air transportation hearmgs., and
helped with proposed legistation
in education, - socal
health, ete.

RurAL CAP's mam considera-
tion has been that poor people
would actually the em-
phasis and direction. and to that
end, Regional Development Cor-
porations were established winch
have qurast-horonsh
covernments m - the rural areas,
have tramed ural people i
financial management, corporate
board structure and responsibihi-
ties. Native Land Clams Act,
land selection and plannng and
other areas as requested by their
region.

The most  significant and
lasting impact RurAL CAP has
brought to Alaska in undoub-
tedly the human resource de-
velopment over the eight years
of its existence.
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doubts about some of the arguments used by the
administration as justitfication.”
Jones said he was “hothered ™ organization plan which Con-

by the use of Fiscal Year 74
budget as o jusuficaton for
chminating the agency.

OLO Acting Director Howard
Phillips has cited  the budget
message as a mandate 1o dis-
mantle the ageney and use 1Y
73 Community Action tunding
for closing out outstanding ob-
ligations.

“The thimg that bothers me,”
Judge Jones commented,  is
that the budget message is just
the President saying what he'd

like 1o do.  I's simply  the
execttive dcp;(rlnlcu! propos-
mg.”

John Ferren, arguing against
the dismanthng for the Lawyers’
Committee for Cwvil Rights, said
that the suits are not trymg o
compel the spending of money,
they are trving 1o enjom the
phascout until Congress has had
tme to act,

He argued that there are four
nght ways tor the President to
seek an end to the agency and
dicect funding tor Communin
Action: (1) file a tormal re

vress could rejecti (2) file a il
to repeal the authopzation tor
the programs: (3) put a certan
amount of money an the Y74
budget request for phase-out op
crations. (1)
ing (as the President has done)

Although the President has
folfowed the fourth pomt, “he
can’t step over the e and pre
yu\lgv the issue l‘) mstituting
phase-out  procedures  hetore
Congress has responded to the
proposals,” Ferren said

“lajuries are so extensive to
CAAS™. Ferren noted, “that the
agencies cannot wait unul June
30 1o see how Congress resolves
the issue™

He sard that statl tme which
would normally be devoted o
unnmg programs must be di
verted to phase-out operations
[he program s nretnevable,

agencies  that close down on

June 30 o1 betore. would have
to wairt months to start programs
agan 1 Congress appropriated
the tunds

Absenteenm s reported “ram

DANCING CHILDREN
Kwigillingok are showing theuw
are

These

16 pre-schoolers participating

P OB

Head Start children in
tatents at Native dancing There
in the program The staff

includes Margaret Beaver, Teacher-Otrectar; Carrie Friend, Teacher

Aide; Jean

is one of the five villages which
Development

building with Rural
assisted by RurAL CAP.

There may seem ta be little
connection between the scene
of a Hollywood extravaganza
and a small Sioux reservation i
South Dakota, but  stranger
things yet have happened i
America and the contrast may
not be without meaning.

On March 27, at the same
time that a handtul of mifitant
Indian people were focusing at-
tention on Wounded Knee, site
of a confrontation with yester-
day’s history and today’sfederal
marshalls, o Hollywood actor,
Marlon Brando, failed to appear
at the annual Academy Awards
ceremonies to aceept a gleaming
golden statue for his portrayal
as best actor in the lead role
of the movie “The Godtather.™

In his place. Brando sent a
young Indian woman, Sasheen
Littlefeather.  The star rejected

Cook, Cook; and Mills Paul, Janitor

Kwigillingok
received a new~- Head Start
Agency and village funds,
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the Oscar “because of the treat-
ment of Amernican Indians in the
motion picture industry  on TV,
inthe movie reruns, and the
recent happenings at Wounded
Knee.”

Brando himselt was enroute
to Wounded Knee, SD. 7l
would have been here myselt
tonight but 1 thought I could
do more good at Wounded
Knee,™ he said

“1 hope you will not con-
sider this o rude interruption,
because it's an honest eftort to
focus attention on a cause.”

Although time limitations pre-
vented Miss Littlefeather from
reading the complete statement
it said i opart, “The motion
picture community has heen as
tesponsible as any for demeaning
and degrading the Indian, depict-
ing them as savage. hostile, evil|

ask for zero tund-

pant™, ay employees seek other
jobs. and government and pr.
vate supporters ate holding ot
tunding

feren took with the
arsament  that revenue shanng
could be used 1o continue CAA
operations at the option ot the
local commumity - The budpers
of most conmunities, he sad,
were already Ustapped™ o
fundimg 1o take care ot such
provrams as fire protection

Lhe progeams that the Pres
dent tratister to
other will also sufter.
Ferren aeued, because they will
have to use operational tunds to
pick up overhead costs which
are being provided by CAAS

Judge Jones  rold Fenen,
“What bothers me most about
Mro Kelson™s argument™ s the
imphication— that the  White
House could direct the phasine
out ol any sovernment progran
tor which future tundmg s un
certamn. John Kelson s a st
Department attornes represent
e OO

Several tumes dunng the heas
g, Judye amd Kol
clashed over some of the pomts

IS

proposed  to

aeencies

Jones O

i the  admmistiaton™s cis
Tones asked Kelson wiin ¢
wnnmstration had nor publnl
el most ot s recent OFO
structions mthe Federal Reeit

e required by the 197210
tthe bt vetaed by the Presefonn)
and reading trom the Commnutted
report on the vetoed bill

Jones  told Kelson he had
“hetter get a stronger reed o
fean on™and sard that he was
more anterested e thie statae
than in vetoed b ot
mistration’s readime ar Cog

aressional mtent
Pater, when Kelson repe

the farmbar areument thi (€
munity Action was not hey
Sabalehied but e

rero tunded T Tones sand Rt
ot was play e top

seninties’

Lhe plamtitts i the st ask
ed the court torale that Phathps
has exceeded fus authonty and
asked that OFO be diected 1o
resume all anti-poverty activity
or that a prehminarny mpunction
be issued agamst Plathips pending
the outcome of the question of
the leeality o his actions
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and makig o mockery of then
character

SIS hard tar Indian children
to grow up today when they see
a titmand how they are
portrayed m hlms”

Miss Litteteather s an
Apache and represents the Nt
wonal Natve Affirmation Come
mttee.
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