OEOQ to Close RurAL CAP Dec. 31

In February,  RurAL CAP
received @ notice from the Oftice
of Feonomic  Opportunity in
Scattle that money would not be
available after June 30, 1973
under  Section 221 of dhe
of the Feonomie Opportunities
Act which s the section that
funds community action agen-
cies.

In some cases, and RurAL
CAP is one ot them, certain
phasc-out funds would be avail-
able  to sustain the agency
through December 31,1973 At
that time all operations would
Clease.

The President’s budger mes-
sage stated that 0 C i addition
o private money, State and
Local governments may use gen-
eral and special revenue sharing
for these purposes.™

In order to apply for State
funds, RarAL CAP prepared an
impact statement encompassing
some of - the past activities and
future aspirations of the agency.

Some of the programs initiat-
odunder the anti-poverty pro-
aram for rural areas have been

“Head Start, which now has 850

chiddren i 38 villages across the
State.

This was not only the fust
pre-school program —in- rural
areas, but also is the first bi-
lingual program, the first with
paid para professionals i edu-

cation and has the st local
policy-making board.
It has the lowest cost per

child ratio in the entire North-
west region, despite vast logistic
extremes.

RurAL CAP also implement-
ed an wieatiolism prograny wiieh
utilizes local people as counsel-
ors merural areas, with counsel-
ing at the villeee site, not i an
untamibiar urban settug

The Vehicle Equipment Mo
hilization program, hetter
known as VEMP,  sent 40
picces of heavy equipment such
as D=8 and D=4 caterpillar tract-
ors, trucks, ete.in villages and
trained local — people in their
operation and maintenance.

The equipment was used to
move villages, build and main-
tain airports and  roads, con-
struct boat Janding ramps, haul
fuel from beach arcas to villages,
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Emergency  tood programs
were conducted, i which assist-
ance was given to the State
distributing Food  Stamps, and
tramning the chgibility workers:
experimental gardemng projects
were developed: a hot break-
fast program was implemented:
and a nutritional program which
demonstrated  preservation and
taught values of food was suc-
cesstul in the villages

The corporation which helps
to organize  co-operatives, the
Community Enterprise Develop-
ment Corporation (CEDC) was
started by RurAL CAP. Tt s
currently a $3.2 million business
employing hundreds of people
in fishing, marketing, construc-
tion, ete.

Other activities  of RurAL
CAP include helping the Alaska
Village Flectrification Co-opera-
tive (AVEC) to organize; opera-
ting  two - pilot Parent-Child
Centers (PCCY involving 80O
Jannhies, utihizing all local staffs.

Also, sponsoring Alaska [egal
Services Carporation: operating
a youth program in Seward and
one i Mt. Edgecumbe  High
School: funding a skin sewing
operation i Nome, and others

Ihe agency also  provided
testimony and  mformation 1n
the Sea Mammal hearings, the
air transportation hearings, and
helped with proposed legistation
in education, - social services,
health, ete.

RurAL CAP's mam considera-
tion has been that poor people
would actually the em-
phasis and direction. and to that
end, Regional Development Cor-
porations were established wiich
have quani-horoush
sovermments i the rural areas,
have  tramed mal - people in
tinancal management, corporate
board structure and responsibihi-
ties. Natve Land Clams Act,
land selection and planmng and
other areas as requested by their
region.

The most  significant and
lasting impact RurAL CAP has
brought to Alaska in undoub-
tedly the human resource de-
velopment over the eight years
of its existence.
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