
Last Minutes EntreatiesEntreaties--EntreatiesInt-

erior

--
Interior Department Fails to Extend Enrollment Deadline

In spite of last minutemmute entreat-entreatentreat-
ties

entreat-
ties

entreat-
ties

-

ties , the Department of the InterInter-

lor

interr-

oelorroe failed to extend the enrollenroll-enroll-

ment
enroll-

ment

¬-

ment deadline beyond March 303D ,

statingstatmg that other time framesframes-

within
frames-

withinwithin the ActActmake-makemake-, it imperaImpera-Impera-

tive
impera-

tive

¬-

tive thattha t the roll be closedcloccd; onon-

that
on-

thatthat date .

Lights burned late inm the AnAn-An-

chorage

An-

chorage

¬-

chorage offices of the officialoffIcIal-

Enrollment
official-

EnrollmentEnrollment Office as workersworkers-
contll1ued

workers-
continuedcontinuedcontll1ued to receive applicationsapplications-
right

applications-
rightright up to the midnight deaddead-dead-

Ime
dead-

line

¬-

lineIme .

John HopelIopelope( , Enrollment CoCo-CoCo-

ordmator

Co-

ordinator

¬-

ordinatorordmator , said the last applicaapplica-applica-
tion

applica-
tion

¬-

tion was submitted about 10 PMPM-

March

PM-

MarchMarch 30 , although the office rere-re¬-

mainedmamedmamedopenmainedopenopen until about 12 3030-

George
30-

George
30-

GeorgeGeorge Walters , AssistantAssitJnt, CoCo-Co-

ordinator
Co-

ordinator
¬-

ordinator , arrivedamved back from aa-

flymg
a-

flyingflyingflymg tour to WashingtonWashmgton , OreOre-Ore-

gon

Ore-

gon

¬-

gon , and California , where hehe-

acted
he-

actedactedactedasas a couriercourter to pick up latelate-

applications
late-

applicationsapplications that would not havehave-

reached
have-

reachedreached Anchorage in time byby-

mall
by-

mailmailmall..

Another batch of last minutemmutemmute-
applicatIOns

minute-
applicationsapplications were delivered byby-

Nellie
by-

NellieNellie Courtenay who flew inmm-

from
in-

fromfrom Inuvik to deliverdeftver formslormslorms-
submitted

forms-

submittedsubmitted by Alaska natives livIIvliv-livliv-

ing

¬.-

ing in Canada .

"TheThe'The"'' day after was a day ofof-

rest
of-

restrest around here ,, " said Hope1I0peMope ..

The staff were sorry to hear

of the resignationre lgllJtlon of FrancesFranceFrances-
Degnan

,
DegnanDcgnJn , who hadIudIudworkedhadworkedworkedworkedintensintensmtensintens-intens-
ively

¬.-

ively on the enrollment projectproJcctproJcct-

smce
project-

sincesincesmce its beginningbegmnmg . FrancesFr Jnces rere-rere-

portedly
re-

portedly
¬-

portedly plans to ret-urnreturnreturnre -urn to herher-

home
her-

homehome inm UnalakleetUnalakleet-
Hope

Unalakleet-
1I0pe

Unalakleet-
IHope1I0peI lope could give no exacteXJct figfig-fig-

ures
¬.-

ures for the amount ofuf applicaappltca-appltcaapplica-appltca-

tlOns

applica-

tions
¬-

tionstlOnsday"InsubmittedsubmIttedonon the lastlasl day.
"InIn" any enrollmentenrollmen t ," he saidSatsaid-

"tile"thethe"tiletile" last day.laylay!. is traditionallytraditlonJlly thethe-

heavlCst
the-

heaviestheaviestheavlCst We were no exception .
"

Late applicationsappltcatlOns have contincontm-contmcontin-contm-
ued

contin-
ued

¬-

ued to come inm andandareare processprocess-proceprocess-
ed

, ¬-

edcdcdexactlyedexactlyexactly as any other , saidsai-
dlope

said-
IHope/lopelopeI/ .

"IfIf"IfIn"Ifan" anIn application doesn'tdoesntdoesn't-
meet

doesn't-

meet

'

meetmeet_
one of the requirements itit-

Continued

It-

Continued

it-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)



Enrollment . . .
( Continued 'romromfrom' page I1)1)

is rejected . A late applicationapplication-
would

application-
wouldwould failfall to meet the requirerequire-require-
ment

require-
ment

¬-

ment of time and would bebe-

rejected
be-

rejectedrejectedrejectedonon that basis , probablyprobably-
mark

probably-
markedmarkedmark d : 'NotNot' timely filed '

.
"

A last-standlaststand- legal fight enen-enen-

sued
en-

sued
¬-

suedsuedatat thetJlethe regulations hearingsheanngsheanngs-
just

hearings-
justjust one day prior to the closureclosure-
of

closure-
ofof the roll Attorneys for thethe-

twelve
( hehe-

twelvetwelve native regional corporatcorpurat-corpuratcorporat-corpurat-
Ions

corporat-
ions

¬-

ions claimedclalllled thattltJt manymJny peoplepeople-
had

people-
hadhadhadreframedhadrefrainedrefrainedreframed from enrollingenrollll1g toto-

certam
to-

certaincertaincertam villages until they werewere-

assured
were-

assuredassured that those villages wouldwould-
he

would-
hebehe qualified under the LandLand-

Claims
Land-

ClaimsClaims Act .,

The contusion apparentlyapparently-
stemmed

apparently-
stemmedstemmed from the fact that thethe-

Deputment
the-

DepartmentDepartmentDeputment, itself had two defdef-def-

mltlons
def-

initions
¬-

initionsmltlons for the term "residenceresidence" "

For purposespurpmes of enrollmentenroll'llcntenrollllcnt' , itIt-

was
it-

waswas only necessary loto claimclallll thatthat-

your
that-

youryour permanent residence waswas-

"the
was-

"the"thethe" place of domicile on AprilApnlApnl-
I1I , 1970 , which is the locationlocation-
of

location-
ofof the permanent place ofofabodeabodeabode-

mtended
abode-

intendedintendedmtended by the applicant to bebe-

Ills

be-

hishisIlls actual home .

It is the center of the NativeNative-

lIfe

Native-

lifelife of the applicant to whichwhich-

he
which-

liehelie has the intentmtent to return whenwhen-

absent
when-

absentabsent from that place .

A region or villagevIIIJge may bebe-

the
be-

thethe permanent residence ofofananan-

applIcant
an-

applicantapplicant on AprilApnl 1I , 1970 , eveneven-

though
even-

thoughthough helie was not actually livingIIvmgIIvmg-

there
living-

therethere on that date , if he hashas-

contmued
has-

continuedcontinuedcontmued to intendmtend that placeplace-

toto be hisIlls home .
"

So goes one definitiondetl11tlondet l11tlon ofof-

"residence
of-

"residence"residenceresidence" " Now presumably if
25 or more people enroll to aa-

speclt
a-

specificspecificspecltspecltcc place , village , or siteSl te ,
it should qualify as a village andand-

be
and-

bebe entitled to land under thethe-

Claims
the-

ClaimsClaims Act..

But the criteriacrltena for villagevillage-

and
village-

andand the definitiondefimtlOn ofof"residence"residenceresidence" "
changes andandItit is not clear ifIf-

each
if-

eacheach and every place to which
25 or more people have referredreferred-
asas their permanent place ofof-

residence
of-

residenceresidence as of April I , 1970 ,

will in fact receive an entitleentitle-entitle-
ment

entitle-
ment

¬-

ment of land .

A specific case in pointpom t isIS-

the
is-

thethe village of AfognakAfognakmAfognakininm thethe-
KOl11ag

the-

KoniagKomagKOl11agKoniag region 25 people havehave-

enrolled
have-

enrolledenrolled to AfognakAfognakandand concon-con-
sider

con-
sider

¬-

sider that they will ultimatleyultlmatleyultlmatley-
move

ultimatley-
movemove back to the now-nownowabandonnowabJndonnow-abandon-nowabandonnowabandon-
ed

- abandonabJndon-abJndonabJndon-
ed

¬-

ed village .

However1I0wever , two days beforebefore-
the

before-
thethe end of the enrollmentenrollment-
perIOd

enrollment-
periodperiod , the people who had enen-en¬-

rolled to Afognak did not knowknow-

If
know-

ifif it would be classifiedclasslflCdclasslflCdaclassifiedaa villagevillage-

under
village-

underunder the terms of the Act..

By not knowingknowmg , they standstand-

to
stand-

toto lose their right to acquireacquneacqune-
land

acquire-
landlandlandasas a village corporation .

One spokesman for the nativenative-

groups
native-

groupsgroups requestedre ested that the DeDcDe-DeDe-

partment
¬.-

partment go back to the conceptconcept-
ofof "residencyresidency" " as outlinedoutlinedinin11111-

1the

in-

thethe enrollmentenrollment sectionsect Ion ot01of thethe-

Act
the-

ActAct andJnd "removeremove" the cloud thatthJthat-

hangs
tt-

hJngshangshJngs over thistlm whole"holeholew" hole group ".
"PeoplePeople" belong inm certaincertJII1 vilvll-vllvil-vilvll-

IJges
vil-

lages
¬-

lagesIJges , they want to enroll there ,

but they'retheyre' afraidJfraldJfraldIfafraidifif they enrollenroll-

to
enroll-

toto a village , it may not bebe-

oUJhfled
be-

ouahfiedciuahficdoUJhfledouahfied .
"

AccordingAccordmg to a representativerepresentative-
from

representative-
fromfrom KomagKonlagKoniag , one-halfonehalfonehalfof- of theittheltheirtheir-

people
(

people enrolled to KodiakKodiak-

through
Kodiak-

throughthroughthroughaa3 "flukefluke" in111 enrollmentenrollment "
.

"MostMost" of those people areare-

from
are-

fromfrom the villages and shouldshould-

enroll
should-

enrollenroll back to those villages .

Now there are goinggomg to be one-oneone-

half
one-

half
-.

half to share inm 40 townships . "
"AllAll" of thistillS indecisionII1deCISlon isI-

Sreally

is-

reallyreally affectingaffectmg the people themthem-them-

selves
them-

selves
¬-

selves . They'reTheyre' afraid . TheyThey-

don't
They-

don'tdon'tdont' know what to do .
"

Legal counsel for the DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

¬.-

ment of the Interior admittedadmitted-
that

admitted-
thatthat there were many divergentdivergent-
opmlons

divergent-
opinionsopinionsopmlons within the DepartmentDepartment-
asas to the enrollment .

.

Attorney WembergWeinberg , speakingspeakmgspeakmg-
for

speaking-
forfor the Native groups said , "ifif"if-
the

'":'IfIf' IfIf-

thethe Department changedchangeditsits concon-con-

cept
con-

cept
¬-

cept ofofresidencyresidency from enrollenroll-enroll-

ment
enroll-

ment
¬-

ment , then it is going to havehave-

to
have-

toto start the enrollment processprocess-
all

process-
allall over againagam .

"

"TheThe" time to register exex-exex-

pires

ex-

pires

¬-

pires inm a couple of days ButBut-

we
But-

wewe are told here today thatthat-

the
that-

thethe concept ofofresidenceresidence hashas-

changed
has-

changedchanged . Either the DepartmentDepartment-
must

Department-
mustmust come through with a defidetdefi-defi-

nition
¬.-

nitionnll10n or01" it must extend . ItIt-

cannot
It-

cannotcannot have it two ways . ItIt-

cannot
It-

cannotcannot leave the peoples ' rightsrights-

dangling
rights-

danglingdangling1dangling'" "

There were , indeedmdeed , manymany-
who

many-
whowho waited to the last hour toto-

make
to-

makemake their decision , and therethere-

were
there-

werewere undoubtedly also , manymany-
who

many-
whowho failed to make that dede-dede-

CISion

de-

cision
¬-

cision priorpnor to the deadlinedeadlll1e ,

midnightmldl1lght , March 30 , 19731973-

The

1973-

'fileThe'filefile' firstIlrst periodpenodpenodofperiodofof the ImIm-ImIm-

p
Im-

plementation
¬-

plementationp ementat On of the AlaskaAIJAlaska-
Native

J.aJaJ.a-

Nattve
.

NativeNattve Land Claims SettlementSettlement-
Act

Settlement-
ActAct is ended The RollRolIlis closedc1lsed) .


