
Lost VISTA VolunteerVolunteer-

AndAndAndanan Old EskimoEskimoS-

trange

EskimoS-

trangeStrange Encounter Leads IntoInto-

Extensive

Into-

Extensive

Into-

ExtensiveExtensive Analysis of thethe-

Alaska

the-

Alaska

the-

AlaskaAlaska Native ClaimsClaims-

Settlement

Claims-

Settlement

Claims-

SettlementSettlement Act

Land'sLands' End VillageVillage-

State
Village-

StateState of AlaskaAlaska-

August
Alaska-

AugustAugust 6 , 19731973-

Dear

1973-

DearDear Mr Rock ,

I have been following thisthis-

last
this-

lastlast series of letters from NauggaNaugga-

Clunerput
Naugga-

CiunerputCiunerputClunerput to the Tundra TimesTimes-

with
Times-

withwith great interest.. For an oldold-

man
old-

manman , it constantly amazes meme-

how
me-

howhow he is always thinking aboutabout-
these

about-
thesethese serious problems and he isI-

Snever

is-

nevernever afraid to consider newnew-

eVidence
new-

evidenceevidence and new possibilities .,

One of the news items that hashas-

caught
has-

caughtcaught our attention is thethe-

Energy
the-

EnergyEnergy Crisis in the Lower 4848-

and
48-

andand the gasoline shortage .

In the Tundra Times it sayssays-

that
says-

thatthat many Natives are in favorfavor-

of
favor-

ofof the Alaska Oil011 Pipeline andand-

that
and-

thatthat Native Leaders have gonegone-

to
gone-

toto Washington to lobby for theththe-

PipelinePipeline Construction Bill inIn-

Congress
in-

CongressCongress . It is interesting thatthat-

both
that-

bothboth the Pipeline Bill and ANAN-

ACT
AN-

ACTACT are specifically aimedaimed-

against

aimed-

againstagainst judicial review and litiIltl-Iltlliti-litiIltl-

gallon
liti-

gation
¬-

gationgallon under law . PerhapsPerhaps-
"Justice

Perhaps-
"justice"justicejustice" " is not what thethe-
government

the-
governmentgovernment is seekingseek 109 in thesethese-
cases

these-
casescases , but rather "expediencyexpediency" "
and getting on with "economiceconomic"economic-
development

"economic-
development

"
development . "

If you remember , I wrote inIn-

an
in-

anlearlieran/earlieranearlieranlearlieran I/ earlier letter that my fatherfather-
was

father-
waswas a member of a conservationconservation-
group

conservation-
groupgroup that opposed the concon-con-

struction
¬.-

structionstr Jction of an Alaskan pipeline .
I had told him that this standstand-
was

stand-
waswas anti-NativeantiNative- because half ofof-

theIr
of-

theirtheir land settlement dependeddepended-
onon oil011 revenues from this pIpe-pIpepIpe-

line
pipepipe-pipe-

line
¬-

line . Well , he has been sendingsending-
meme some newspaper clippings onon-

the
on-

thethe so-calledsocalled- Energy Crisis inIn-

the
in-

thethe United States . '-

It seems that there is nono-

shortage

no-

shortageshortage of refining capacity oror-

crude
or-

crudecrude oil supplies in Europe ,

for example , by AmericanAmerican-
owned

American-
ownedowned companies that areare-

ratIOning
are-

rationingrationing supplies in the U S55-

They
S-

TheyThey have been increasing theirthelfthelf-

capaclly
their-

capacitycapacitycapaclly overseas much fasterfaslerfasler-

than
faster-

thanthan in the USAU S A Then theythey-

advertize
they-

advertizeadvertize for more consumptionconsumption-
Inin Europe , while blaming thethe-

gasoline
the-

gasolinegasoline shortage in the U.SUS. onon-

the
on-

thethe "wastefulwasteful" " driving habits ofof-

the
of-

thethe average citizen . My fatherfather-

says
father-

sayssays that if you watch TTVV .

commercials you would thinkthink-

that
think-

thatthat oilall companies inventedInvented-

Ecology
invented-

EcologyEcology and were now going toto-

teach

to-

teachteach everyone how to drivedrive-

These
drive-

These
drive-

TheseThese same oil011 companies areare-

charting
are-

chartingcharting the economic developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-
ment

¬-

ment and social progress ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska right now Maybe wewe-

should
we-

shouldshould ask the people of thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth Slope Borough what kindkind-

of
kind-

ofof neighbors the wealthy oilallall-

companies

oil-

companiescompanies really are .

It is very hard for me to bebe-

against

be-

againstagainst the Alaska Oil011 PipelinePipeline-

when

Pipeline-

whenwhen I realize that the NativeNative-

land
Native-

landland claim settlement is soso-

dependent

so-

dependentdependent on the oil011 revenuerevenue-
money

revenue-
moneymoney But when I read aboutabout-
the

about-
thethe situation in other oil-oilall-alloil-

producing
all-

producing
oil-

producing

-

producing areas of the world ,

a 2 % royalty on oil011 with a $500500$500-

million

$

million dollar upper limit seemsseems-

to
seems-

toto be a bad joke played onon-

Native

on-

NativeNative people ' They will bebe-

pumping

be-

pumpingpumping out oil for many yearsyears-

after

years-

afterafter the money for the NativesNatives-

has

Natives-

hashas dried up , and the pipelinepipeline-

will

pipeline-

willwill be the only monument ..

SincerelySlncerel y ,

Wally Morton


