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JUDGE HALTS BEAUFORT SALE
U.SUS., . District Court JudgeJudge-

Aubrey
Judge-

AubreyAubrey E . RobRobinsonnson , Jr .

ordered a halt to the federalfederal-

Beaufort
federal-

BeaufortBeaufort Sea oiloU and gasgas-

lease
gas-

leaselease sale TuesdayTUC5day in Wash-
ington

Wash-
ington

WashWash-¬-

ington , D.CDC. . The languagelanguage-

ofof the decision was unavail-

able
unavail-

able
unavailunavail-¬-

able by press time , how-

ever
how-

ever
howhow-¬-

ever , the judge indicatedindicated-

that
indicated-

thatthat Native and environ-

mentalists
environenviron-environ-

mentalists
-¬-

mentalists had demonstrat-
ed

demonstratdemonstrat- ¬.-
ed the sale wasWIIS in violationviolation-

of
violation-

ofof the National Environ-

mental
EnvironEnviron-Environ-

mental
-¬-

mental Protection ActAct-

NEPA
Act-

NEPA((NEPANEPA) and the Endanger-

ed
EndangerEndanger-Endanger-

ed
-¬-

ed Species Act..

The suits had beenbeen-

brought
been-

broughtbrought against the federalfederal-

Beaufort
federal-

BeaufortBeaufort Sea leasing processprocess-
by

process-
byby the arctic slope villagesvillages-

of
villages-

ofof Kaktovik and Nuiqsut,,
the North Slope BoroughBorough-
and

Borough-
andandandenvironmentalenvironmental '. groupsgroups-

ininI\I\INovemberNovember . Attorneys forfor-

the
for-

thethe Justice OepartmeoLandDepartmenl.andDepartmenlandDepartment.2ndDepartment2nd.. .

Department of the InteriorInterior-
have

Interior-
havehave indicated they wiD-

appeal
will-

appeal
winwiDwill

appeal the ddecision
t,cisioecision1 , alal-

though
al-al.¬-

though- representatives ofof-

the
of-

thethe BoroBoroughpandndrid NativeNative-

iroirogroups---roKrgroupsroKrups--turirupsturir.-'--- the TundraTundra-

TImes
Tundra-

TunesTimesTunes that they were confi-

dent
confi-

dent
conficonfi-¬-

dent their position wouldwould-

be
would-

bebe upheld .

Three separate lawsuitslawsuits-

were
lawsuits-

werewere filed in Federal Dis-

trict
DisDis-Dis-

trict
-¬-

trict Courts in WashingtonWashington-
challenging

Washington-
challengingchallenging the legality ofof-

the
of-

thethe sale . The first was filedftledfiled-

on
ftled-

onon ''NovemberNovember 21 by thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth Slope Borough , thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Eskimo WhalingWhaling-

Commission
Whaling-

CommissionCommission , Eben Hopson ,

Sr. andmtd Jacob Adams . ThisThis-

action
This-

actionaction saidsaid-saidsaidthe- the InteriorInteriotInterior-

Secretary
Interiot-

SecretarySecretary violated NEPANEPA-

and
NEPA-

andand the Endangered SpeciesSpecies-

Act
Species-

ActAct as well as his FederalFederal-

Trust
Federal-

TrustTrust Responsibility to NaNa-

tives

Na-

tives
Na-Na¬-

tives in approving the sale .

The suit asked a halt toto-

"leasin.l
to-

using"leasing"leasin.lleasin.lleasinlusing.! of tracts beyond thethe-

barrier
the-

barrierbarrier islands of thee :BeauBeau-fuau-fuau¬-

fort Sea.SeaSea-
MayorMayMayorr Archie JCIK. BBrowerBrower-

of
Brower-

ofof the village of Kaktovik-
filed

KaktovikKaktovik-
filedfiled suit on November 2727-

asking
27-

askingasking a complete halt to allall-

Beaufort
all-

BeaufortBeaufort Sea leasing , citingciting-
violation

citing-
violationviolation of the Outer Con-
tinental

Con-
tinental

ConCon-¬-
tinental Shelf Land Act .

On November 23 , the Na-

tional
Na-

tional
Na-

tional
Na-Na-

--tionaltionaltionalWildlife-Wll-Wildlife-WildlifeWildlifeFederaQone-e-eFed- FedFederaQonFederafidnrfI ,.

Greenpeace of Alaska andand-
Trustees

and-
TrusteesTrustees for Alaska ffileded aa-

lawsuit
a-

lawsuitlawsuit inm the same court ,

also arguing that the salesale-

IS

sale-

isis inm violation of the EnEn-

dangered
En-

dangered
En-En¬-

dangered Species ActAct-

The
Act-

The
Act-

TheThe cases were combinedcombmedcombined-
and

combmed-
andand heard before Judge RoRo-Ro-
binson

Ro-
binson

-¬

binson min December ., AA-

fi
A-

finalfifinalaClhearinghearingearing on those arguargu-¬-

ments was January 3 Attor-
neys

Attor-
neys

AttorAttor-¬-

neys for the Natives and enen-

vironmentahsts
en-

vironmentalists
en-en¬-

vironmentalistsvironmentahsts presentedpresented-
their

presented-
theirtheir arguments againstagamst thethe-
sale

the-
salesale at that time LegalLega-
lcounsel

Lega-
lcounselcounsel for the InteriorlntenorInterior-
Secretary

lntenor-
SecretarySecretary ,. the oil011 industrymdustryindustry-
and

mdustry-
andand the State of AlaskaAlaska-
presented

Alaska-
presentedpresentedpresentedarguments-.-argumentsarguments inmin-
favor

m-

favorfavor of the federal leasingleasmgleasing-
program

leasmg-
programprogram at the same timetime-

The
time-

The
time-

TheThe judge had issued anan-

opinIon
an-

opinionopinion on December 7 .,

ininwluchwhichwluch he declineddechned toto-

issue
to-

issueissue a preliminaryprelinunary mJunc-
tion

mJunc-
tion

injuncmJunc-mJunc¬-

tion against the sale Robin-
son

Robm-
son

RobinRobm-RobmRobin-¬-
son , however , did indicatemdicateindicate-
that

mdicate-
thatthat he believed the NatIves-
and

NativesNatives-
andand environmentalistsenvITonmentallsts hadhad-

made
had-

mademade a ""substantialsubstantial"substan-t13l"substansubstant13l- show-
mg

showshow-ow-

mg
ow-ow¬-

ingmg " of violationsv1OIatIons of fedfed-

eral
fed-

erallaws
fed-fed¬-

eralerallawslaws inm presentingpresentmg theIT-

arguments
theirtheITtheir-

argumentsargumentsargumentsMeanwhileargumentsMeanwlule
MeanwhileMeanwlule , a challenge toto-

state
to-

statestate leasingleasmg inm the Beau-

fort
Beau-

fort
BeauBeau- ¬-

fort Sea will be beardhardheard inmin-

Alaska
m-

AlaskaAlaska State SuperiorSupenorSupenorourt<-Court-ourtourtCourt-

in
ourt-

Inin either BanowBarro'WBarroW' or FaIT-

banks
Fair-

banks
FairFaIT-FaITFair-¬-

. banks on February 19 TheThe-
state

The-
statestate suit was filed by thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth Slope Borough , _
Mayor Eben Hopson , Sr ,.

and Jacob Adams on NoNo-NoNo-

vember
No-

vember
-¬

vember 29 The villages ofof-

Kaktovik
of-

KaktovikKaktovik and Wainwright-

and
Wamwngtt-

and
WauiwnghtWamwngttWainwright!and KaktovikKaktoVlk Mayor ArAr-

chie

Ar-

chte
Ar-Ar¬-

chiechte BrewerBrower filed to inter-
vene

mter-

vene
intermter-mterinter-¬-

vene inm thatthott, lawsuit onon-

December
on-

DecemberDecember 55-

It

5-

It

5-

ItIt is expected that what-
ever

what-
ever

whatwhat-¬-
ever decision is reachedreachedInIn-

the
inin-

thethe state suit willwl also bebe-

appealed
beJJll-

appealedappealed .


