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Editor'sEdltorEditor'sEditors' NoteNote-NoteShould'- Should you have quest/onlquestonlquestions/ or lUuelt/onllUueltonlsuggestions/ aboutbout this-

or
thuthisthu-

oror futurcfuture ""ABC'IABCI"ABCsABCs' " rtuluarticles: ., please. let the author know by writingwriting-

hI

writing-

himhIhim'" at the Center for Crou-CulturalCrouCulturalCross-CulturalCross-- StudielStudies , UniversityUn/vcTl/tyUnvcTlty/ / of AlatkaAlalkaAlaska ,

FairbanksFalTbanlu , 99701 ., or by callingca/llng(907)callng(907)llng907/ 4907)49071907)1907.( ) 479-71854797185479.71854797185-. .

Monday , January 14 , signaled, the beginning, of the legislativeleglSlativelegislative-

session

leglSlative-

sessionsession inm Juneau . With the convening of the legislaturelegWature comes newnew-

opportunihes
new-

opportunitiesopportunitiesopportunihes for teachers and studentstudents] to learn about the operationoperation-
ofof state government .

As a reference on state government , the AlaskaA/askAask/ BlueBlut! Book isis-

basic
is-

basicbasic . It1111containscontains informationinformahon and statistics about the people andand-

state
and-

statestate , the names and mailing addresses of elected officials , diagramsdiagrams-

onon JeglSlatlvelegislative processes , and ways to procure state agencY services .

Also listedhsted are the State ConstitutionComtitution and the state song and nnumer-

ous
numer-

ous
numer-numer-

ous facts . UsingUSIOg the AlaskaAlaka, Blue Book , teachers and students cancan-

learn
can-

learnlearn about the organizationorgamzatlon of the state legislature as wellwen as aboutabout-

their
about-

theutheirtheu locally elected sensenatorstors and representatives . The illustrations ofof-
I

of-

elechon
of-

electionelechonelectionI t f\ffA\ AdlStnctsdistrictsf cann Kbe related1at1at1//11 tnto tKthe* fnrmatiftnfonnationformation fitof 11ttileglSlativelegislativetti laftf{ coa-

I1hons
coa-

litions
coa-coa-

htionsI1honslitions inm the passage of legislation .

The AAlaska1<1Ik Blue Book is compiledcompiledandand published biennially byby-

the
by-

thethe Division of State LibrariesLibranesLbranes , and copies are available in pubhc-

hbranes
publicpubhcpublic-

librarieshbraneslibraries and' most commercialnercial bookstores . InformationInfonnation about thethe-

jn
the-

paper.bound
the-

paperboundpaper.boundpaperboundpaper-boundpaperbound.- volume canjn be requested from the Alaska StateState-
Library

State-
libraryLibrary , Pouch GGJunean., JuncanJuneau 99811..

To supplement the AlAlaska<lIka Blue Book , classes could use news-

papers
newsnews-news-

papers
-¬-

paperpapers: to10 keep current on significant bills and issues ,. Clippings filesmes ,
systematically organizeorgamze and maintainedmaintatned by students , could provideprovide-
aa valuable history ofofleg15lationlegislationlegislation.ThelegislationThe. The regional Legislative InformationInformation-
Office

.
Office in10 AnchorageAn'chorage' , Juneau , Bethel , Fairbanks , Kenai , KetchikanKetchikan-
and

Ketchikan-
andand SitkaSllka can provide copies of bells as wellwen as discuss how citizenscitizens-

can
citizens-

cancan best communicatecommumcate. with legislators and legislative committees .

Addresses for the respective offices are : Anchorage-1024Anchorage1024Anchorage-l024l024- W ., 6th6th-

Avenue
6th-

AvenueAvenue , 99S0199501 ; Fairbanks-100Fairbanks100Falrbanks-looFalrbanksloo-- CollegeConege Road , 99701 , Bethel-

P.O
Bethel-

P.O
Bethel-

P.O
Bethel-Bethel-

P.OPO. . Box 886 , 99559 ; Juneau-PouchJuneauPouch- Y , 99811 ; Kenai-P.OKenaiP.OKenaiP.OPOKenal-P.OKenalP.OKenal-- . . *Soxox),3080,2802803280 , 99611 , Ketchikan-415Ketchikan415Ketclukan-415Ketclukan-- Main , RoomRoomoom 301301,9990130199901, 99901 ; and Sitka-

210
Sltka-

210
Snka-

210
Sitka-SitkaSltka-SltkaSnka-Snka-

210 Lake StreetSlreel , 99835 .

Students could analyze proposed legislationlegWation for its potenhal-
unpact

potentialpotenhalpotential-
impactimpactunpact on their local community and its significance to the rest ofof-

th
of-

thestateththei-theitheistatethe-statethestate-- statestale and themIhem inform their legislatorsleglsJators of the findingsfmdmgs . ThoseThose-

findings
Those-

fmdlOgsfindingsfmdlOgs could be sent to Juneau bybypersonal..personalpersonalersonal1etterletter , through RCA'sRCAsRCA's-

special
RCA's-

special
'

special ""PublicPublic"PubhcPubhc OpinionOplOion Messages .:"' or viaVII the teleconferencingteleconferenc1Og netnet-

work
net-

work
net-net¬-

work of the StateStatelegWativelegislative inforriinformationInforruation+ ation offices .
By viewingVleWlOg and listening to the news broadcasts of the publicpublic-

radIo
public-

radioradio and television stationsstatwns , students could monitormomtor legislation andand-

learn
and-

learnlearn about the ISSues and personalitiespersonallties.ofpersonalltiesof.of the legISlature . AlaskaAlaska-

Public
Alaska-

PublicPublic RadIo Network'sNetworks ' "Alaska"Alaska News Nightly " and particularlyparticularly-
thethe televlSlontelevision coverage : on "xapitol"CapitolCapitol ' 80 " provide m-depthmdepthIO-depthIOin-depthin-- dISCussion-

and
discussiondiscussion-

andand analySIs of legWatlvelegislativeve issues .

DevISIng methodsethods for gettinggettmg studentsstudenls to learn about theirtheirl-

egISlature
their-

legislaturelegISlature IS not easy: y ., UsingUSlOg the standard text and talking aboutabout-

hypothetical
about-

hypotheticalhypothetical Sltuahonssituations is adequate 10in some: instIOstancesinstances ., however ,

supplementmgsupplementing lexltext WIth actiVIties constructed around the operauonoperationoperauon-
of

operation-
ofof our state legislature will provide studestudentsstuieOlSstuieOlSwith(, with skskillsls they can useuse-

upon
use-

upon learnupon leavingleav10g school.. StudentsSludents can not onlyonlylearnbnryvleamonly\IearnonlyIearn\ about state govern-

menl
govern-

ment
governgovern-¬-

mentmenl , but can also become a part of it .


