
Editorial -
Dual Issues in-

the
in

the ArcticArcticT-

heThThe beginninghegmnmg otof a newney, year ,. a new decade , has-

preen
hashas-

rr for for ArcticArcttc Slope Inupiatslnupiats . '
rrprnenpreen)\ n to behe a busyhusy one
C( ourtClurtcurt BattlesBattle, public hearingshcanngs , charges and counter-countercounter-chargescounterchargescounterhargescountercharges-
hoe

--<:hargesharges-

'l.neha\ehae'l.nel.nelnehoe' . \ run their gamut ,. and the cycle will surely begin again ..

In the meantimemedT1tIme though there appears to be very littlelittle-

I

little-
tit me tortot the InupiatsInuptats and theirthell" lawyers to catch theirtheir-
I

their-
ttI reathsrrathreath,.

reathsOil
Oil Jevelomentdeveloment has posed serioussenous threats to the Inupi-

ats
Inupi-

it
lnupi-

"h
Inupi-Inupilnupi-lnupi-

"itats"hh, hut they have not been deterred in1 theirthel1' fights to propro-pro-
I

prot-
est

--¬
'

le-lele1testI -, 1t theirtheu land and waters ,. and subsequently their lives..
IfIsiden\idenceidenceIidence\siden ..ee Iis the creation of the North Slope Borough , thethe'-

UCLe
the-

suotes''UCLeUCLesun.es1sunes1suotes. %"; otat01 the .ArcticA.rctlCArctlC Slope Regional Corporation , and thethe-
uLcesful

the-
uc.e.sful,..utcessfulutcessfuluLcesfuluc.e.sfuluce.sfulucesful. ,. fight againstagamst the banningbannmg of whale hunting-tohuntingtohuntington-

ame
huntingto-

named
-

namenameda" fcfewfew-

Esents
few-

tvents
.

btventsEsentsen t have ,snowballednowballed inm the past couplecouple'ofcoupleof''ofof months .

TheT'1eT1e' Beaufort Sea lease sale went on as planned , earning-
the

earning-
the

earning
the ,statetate and federal governments many millions . HopeHopec-

ads

,

'v'dvdu.asuascads. , Immedlatelimmediately} rekindledrekmdled when Judge Aubrey Robinson-
r

Robinsono-
r

Robinson-
J

Robinson
.).JrJrJ r' ofor the Federalrederal IL S5 DistnctDlstnctDistrict Court offered words of en-

l1ur"gcment
en-

ouragement
en-

touragement
en-en-

,touragementl1ur"gcmentl1urgcmentouragement" in10 the event of an appealappeal-

Ind

appeal-

nd

appeal-

nd\\ndndIndndnovIndnoknovnok.. ad JanuaryJanual) 22 ., 19801980courtcourt rulingrulmg has breat-
he

breath-
i.J

breath-

l

breath-breath-

li.JiJe. nevnew.. hielitefile and nope intomto the classic sense of selfselfdeselfdetermi-
nation

self-determiselfdetermiself-determi----dede term i-

n"IIOn
i-i¬-

nationn"IIOnnIIOn" as practlpracticed<..eded byb } the ArctitArchArctic<. Slope InupiatsInuplatslnupiats The Beau-

tort
Beau-BeauBeau-

tort
Bea-

uIrt

-

tortIrt. , leaseledse saleale hahas, been partially halted ,. and the NativesNatives-
"nd

Natives-
and"and"ndnd environmentalistscnvuonmentaJsts! havehave won another hard-foughthardfoughthardfoughtr-

"unci
hardfought-

und

-
,mindr"uncirunci-undund"-
mindTheundThe

The buoyanthuoyant feelingsfeelmgs resultingresultmg from the BeaufortBeaufort-
dle

Beaufort-
sale,saledle '.CancellationcdflcelJatJon.anellationanellation, are ononly]} slightly dampened by the NorthNorth-
SlopeSlope1pe() Borough'sBoroughs' withdrawal of its Coastal Zone Manage-

ment
ManageManage-Manage-

ment
-¬-

ment Plan that was submitted to the Coastal Zone Council .

In the facelace of almostdlmost certaincertam reectJonrejection) , thetht Borough chosechoset-

l1
chose-

to10tl1to minsteadtead confer with 0\0\oil0company] company officials to try to iron-

cllit

iron-

out
iron-

out
iron-iron-

outcllitcllitcru'.crucruual.ruualruual<..lallal differences and to expand the program to inin-

Iude

in-

lude
in-in¬-

,cludeIudelude the ArcticArctJc Coastal waters and landslands-

While

lands-

WhileWhileWhtle opponents of'theofthe' Borough'sBoroughs' Plan dislike thethe-
oncept

the-
oncept,_Conceptoncept of local managementmanagement-managementat- --atatat least in1 the case of thethe-

Borough
the-

BoroughBoroughBorough-Boroughsuch- ----suchsuch-suchsuch a concept is necessary to protect a peoplepeople-
from

people-
fromfrom unreasonable andandnarrownarrow demands made for the sakesake-
of

sake-
ofof appeasingappeasmg a restrictedrestncted , but powerful , lobbying inter-
est

inter-
est

interinter-¬-
estest-estestnamely- -namely-namely ., big businessbusmess ,. and particularly , oil companies .

Judge ,R.obinsonRobinsonRobmson. supported and upheld the People'sPeoples'' argu-
ment

argu-
ments

arguargu-¬-
mentsment, proving that it is15 sometimes necessary to look bebe-

yond
be-

yond
be-be¬-

yond state courts that are understandablyundentandably but wronglywrongly-
prejudiced

wrongly-
prejudicedprejudiced in10 favor of issues that favor the majority whilewhile-
Ignonng

while-
ignoringignoringIgnonng the. needs of the minoritymmority .

The .opponentsopponentsopponents of Borough management of theirtheir-
lands

their-
landslands and ''hehethe proponents of oil011 and gas development (suchsuch-
as

such-
asas the Beaufort Sea lease sale )} look to a plan'splans' legality andandI-

tS
and-

itsits effect on millions of AmericansAmencans and several hundredhundred-

thousand
hundred-

thousandthousand urban AlaskansAlaskans-

T'he

Alaskans-

TheTheT'he' InupiatsInuplats of the ArcticArcttc Slope search for the legali-

ty
legalilegali- ¬--

ty ofofaa planplanand--andandandsometunesandsometimessometimessometunes end-upendup-- questioning it in court-

and

court-

and

court-

and
court-court--"

and they search for ways of buffering themselves and thethe-
lands

the-
landslands and sea and theirthell" creatures from irreconcilableirreconcilable-

impact
irreconcilable-

ununimpactpact
impactIn

In the case of the lease cancellation , they proved their-

claim
theiitheirtheir-

claunclaimclaun s legalitylegahty and more . They fought against big businessbusiness-

and

business-

andand narrow interestsmterests and , at least for new , they have won .

In the case of the Borough'sBoroughs' Coastal Zone Manage-

ment
Manue-

ment
ManageManue-ManueManage-:! ¬-

ment Plan ,, they are fighting for the acknowledgement andand-

affirmation
and-

afflrTnationaffirmationafflrTnation of the State of Alaska'sAlaskas' Constitutional rightsrights-

and
rights-

andand a lifestyleIJfestyle Once again , they have a strong case , andand-

once
and-

onceonce againagam ,. we support them .


