
Barrow plans Town Meeting to discussdJscuss study
The residents of Barrow areare-

Invited
are-

invitedinvited to participatepartclpate, in a towntown-

meeting
town-

meetlngmeetingmeetlng on January 24 ,. 1980 , at
"- 30 pPmm The purpose of thethe-

Town
the-

TownTown Meeting is to discuss prob-
lems

probprob-¬.-
lems ofor alcohol abuse and poss-
ible

possposs-possI-
ble

-¬-

ible solutions The Town MiMeet-

ing

MeetMeet- .-

ing is" being organized by thethe-

newly
me

newly;:nl{
formed=: fiarrowParrowrr

un3t
Inter-

agenc

inter-

agency

Inter-Inter3t
-

agencagency ) CoordmCoordtCoordm-

Alcohol
ng Councilun onon-

AlcoholAlcohol It wwwill l, be.held-In.thethe-

C

the-

CC E BuildingBu.ldlngBuldlng. of the UtkeagYIk-

Presbytenan
UtkeagvikUtkeagYIkUtkeagvik-

PresbyterianPresbyterianPresbytenan Church Represent-
atives

RepresentRepresent- ¬.-
ativesatlves of governmental agenciesagencies-
and

agencies-
andand oil0.101. company officials havehave-
also

have-
alsoalso been invited to attend TheThe-

Chairman
The-

ChamnanChairmanChamnan of the CouncilCouncdlsis CarlCarl-

H.ld
Carl-

HildHildH.ldHld. Health Education Special-

ist

SpecialSpecial-¬.-
ist1St in the North Slope Borough-

Health
Borough-

Health
Borough/BoroughBoroughlBoroughl-

Health
/

Health and Social ServiceSemce Agen-

The

Agen-

The

Agen-Agen -.

e '
The Town Meeting is the rere-

sult
re-

sult
re-re¬-

sult ofor growinggrowmg frustrationfrustrallon With-

.kohol
withwith-

al.vhol..koholkoholal.vholalvhol.koholabuseal.vholabuse. abuse In Barrow ., andand-

Lomes,Lomes''mesmes at the conclusion of aarere-

searchplanning
re-re.-

search.planntngsearchplanntngsearch-planningsearchplanning.- project of thethe-

Borough
the-

BoroughBorough SmceSince January ofof-
II19-7197q7over197overq-7q7- over 3 200 alcohol relatedrelated-

JetentlOns
related-

detentionsJetentlOnsdetentions have occuredoccuredInInIn-

Barra
in-

BarrowBamBarraBarrow," bvbjby the North Slope bobo-

roughDepartment
boobo-boboo-

roughiDepartment
¬-

rough/DepartmentroughDepartmentroughiDepartment/ of PutPuHichctichc-

safety
tic-

safetysafety for the protectionprotecuon of thethe-

individual
th-

emdlmdlindividual>1dual and the communicommUnt y

Becauseause the Director of PublicPublic-

safety
Public-

safetysafety , Kim Moeller , is concern-

ed
concern-

ed
concern-concern-

ed about the long-termlongterm- effects ofof-

the
of-

thethe PreventivePrevenUve Detention ProPro-Pro-
gram

Pro-
gram

-¬

gram , a research-planningresearchplanningresearch.plann1ngresearchplann1ng-. firmfltm ,

INTERSECT , INC . , of Sno-

homish
Sno-SnoSno-

hamISh
Sno-

homish
--

homishhamISh , WashingtonWaslungton , togethertogether-
wIth

together-
withwith the Center for Research onon-

the
on-

thethe Acts of Man ((UniversityUmvemty ofof-

Penn
of-

pennSYPennpennSYPennsylvaniasyI lata ) has conducted thethe-

project
the-

projectprojectproject/onprojecton/ on behalf of thethe-

Boro
the-

BoroBoroBoroughgh . The Consultant waswas-

instructed
was-

mstructedinstructedmstructed to identify catisitive-

factors
caus1llve-

factors
causitivecaus1llvecatisitive

factors and possible solutions toto-

problems
to-

problemsproblems of alcohol abuse whichwrochwhich-

has
wroch-

hashas been increasing in amountamount-
and

amount-
andand among more people livinglivmglivmg-

In

living-

inin Barrow . Funding for the pro-

ject
propro-¬.-

ject has been provided locally byby-

the
by-

thethe Borough along with comm-

umty
comm-

unity
commcomm-¬-

unityumty support inm addition to con-

tnbution
con-

tribution
concon-¬-

tributiontnbution and grantJU3flt from thethe-

State
the-

StateState of Alaska and ARCO OilOil-

and
Oil-

andand Gas CompanyCompany-
The

Company-
The

Company-
TheThe consultant was also inin-

structed
m-

structed
m-min-in¬-

structed to evaluateeVltluate thethe-

Borough's
the-

Borough'sBorough'sBoroughs' PreventivePrevenlve! DetentionDetention-
Program

Detention-
ProgramProgram and to assist inm findingfmdmgfinding-

other
fmdmg-

otherother ways whereby the comm-

umty
comm-

unity
commcomm-¬-

unityumty problem ofofalcoholalcoholalcoholabuseabuseabuse-

could
abuse-

couldcould be amelioratedarnehorated . The Bar-

row
Bar-

row
BarBar- ¬-

row Interagency CoorJCcardmatmgCoordinatingCcardmatmg-
Counc

Coordinating-
CouncilCouncCouncilCouncilonon Alcohol hhas been

organizedorgarnzed by socialsocla1 service agen-

cies
agen-

cies
agenagen-¬-

cies and individualsIndlViduals who havehave-

cooperated
have-

cooperatedcooperated in the research plan-

ning
planplan-¬.-lningg project . The Town MeetingMeeting-

onon January 24 will be an oppor-
tunity

oppor-
tunity

opporoppor-¬-

tunity for the council and thethe-

Consultan
the-

ConsultantConsultantConsultan t to report on theirtheir-
work

their-
workwork.. KING Television ,

Channel S5 ., in Seattle , has con-

tributed
concon-¬.-

tributedtnbuted ta short documentarydocumentaty toto-

assist
to-

assistassist in the presentation of aa-

comprehensive
a-

comprehensivecomprehensive cooperauvecooperative pro-propro-
gram

pro-
gram

--
gram . It is hoped that publicpublic-

opinion
public-

opmJonopinionopmJon in Barrow wfllwill then enen-

courage
en-

courage
en-en¬-

courage and support the Pro-

gram
ProPro-Pro-

gram
-¬-

gramgram-.-gramBecauseBecause the problem underunder-

consideration
under-

considerationconsideration Is occurlngoccuring In anan-

energy
an-

energyenergy development area ; thethe-

Borough
the-

BoroughBorough and the Consultant a-

greed
a-

greed
a-

greed
a-a-

greed to Involve the Center forfor-

Research
for-

ResearchResearch on the Acts of ManMan-

University
Man-

University((University of PennsylvaniaPennsylvarua ) .
Participation of the Center alsoalso-

provided
also-

providedprovided access to the EnergyEnergy-

Center
Energy-

CenterCenter of the UniversityUnivenity ofof-

Pemtsylvania
of-

PennsylvaniaPennsylvaniaPemtsylvania . The energy Cen-

ter
Cen-

ter
CenCen-¬-

terprofessionalsforprepares many professionals
for work in the United StatesStates-

Department
States-

DepartmentDepartment of Energy and pepe-

troleum
pe-

troleum
pe-pe¬-

troleum comcompaniespanles .

In the research report TheThe-

Inuplat
The-

InuplatInupiatInuplat , Economics , and Alcohol

on the Alaskan North Slope thethe-

researchen
the-

researchersresearchersresearchen .report.report !,thathat deathsdeaths-

due
deaths-

duedue to alcohol poisoning or toto-

severe
to-

severesevereompUcationsduecomplicationsduemedicalmedicalcomplications<:complicationsompUcations
due to alcoholism have beenbeen-
climbing

been-
climbingclimbing rapidly among AIuka-
Natives

AlaskaAIukaAlaska-

NativesNatives over the . past 252S'yeam2Syeam2S'yeam-
Currently

''yeanyean..
Currently the alcohol deathsdeaths-
among

deaths-
amongamongong non-nativesnonnatives-- . HoHoweverever ,.
amongong the various AlaskaAlaskanativenative-

ethnic
nativenative-

ethnicethnic groups , the InupiatInuplatInuplat-
EskImo

Inuplat-
EskimoEskimo of the North Slope areare-

about
are-

aboutabout mid-rangemidrangemld-rangemld-- in alcohol deathdeath-
rates

death-
ratesrates . Furthermore recent rere-

search
re-re¬.-

search in other energy develop-

ment
developdevelop-develop-

ment
-¬-

ment areasareu such asu the NorthNorth-
sea

North-
seasea , Greenland , and NorthernNorthern-
Canada

Northern-
CanadaCanadaproblemsreveal that similarsimllar probprob-¬.-
lems of alcohol abuse accomp-
any

accompaccomp-accomp-
any

-¬-

any economic expansion , redis-

tribution
redisredis--redis-

tribution
¬-

tribution of thetltetlteexpanded-expanded-expanded re-

souces
re-

souces
re-rereo- ''

souces , heightened political aact-

ivity
actact-actt-

IVity

t-t¬-

ivity , together with socialIOCaI! andand-

cultural
and-

culturalcultural dislocation among nana-

tive
na-na¬.-

tive peoples .

The researchersresearchen have docu-

mented
docu-

mented
docudocu-¬-

mented that Barrow was ahnost-
free

almostahnostalmost-

freefree of suicides and homicideshomicides-
before

homicides-
beforebefore 1973 ; but ,. the comm-

unity
commcomm-;:-

unity suffered six suicides and-

three
andand-

threethree homicides between 19731973-

and
1973-

andand 1978 . ThisTIs sudden increaseIncrease-

isis produced hiIn part by a dramadrama-¬.-

tic increaseJncrease in alcohol consumconsump-
tion

consumpconsump-pop-
otion

¬-

tion during the same timetime-
period

time-
periodperiod . Furthermore , a drunkdrunk-
offender

ciruJk!ciruJk-
offenderoffender isII involvedIn'rolvedInrolved' In moremore-

than
moremore-

thanthan half the violent attacks thatthat-
have

that-
havehave occuredoccuued in Barrow over thethe-
three

the-
threethree yeanyears ,. 1976-1978197619781976.197819761978-. . TheThe-

quantity
The-

quantityquantity . of ..alcoholalcohol.alcoholconsumedconsumedconsumed-
and

consumed-
andandd HiIts effecteffects* con the comm-
unity

comm-
unity

comm-comm-

unltvunity recordsrecordarecordaandand a systematisystematicsystematic-
sample

systematic-
samplesample surveyswvey which includedIncludedanmtanan-
ethnographIc

an-
ethnographic

.
ethnographic field study . TheThe-
MichIgan

The-
MichiganMichiganScreeningTestAlcoholism Screening
Test was utilizedutiUzed..

The conclusion of the Con-

sultant
Con-

sultant
ConCon-¬-

sultant based on the research ofof-

the
of-

thethe Center is thatthatprograms-programs-programs toto-
alleViate

to-
alleviatealleviate alcohol abuse and itsits-

effects
its-

effecueffectseffecu In BarrowBurow are urgentlyurgently-
needed

urgently-
neededneeded . There are two aspectsaspects-

of
aspects-

ofof alcohol abuse in Barrow :; thethe-
specificspecific alcohol problemproblem and thethe-
underlying .rr.= :e: o; ::underlying social upheaval off rere-

cent
re-re¬-

cent yeanyears related to energy
developmentenergydevelopmentin the North SlopeSlope-

area
Slope-

areaarea.. The researchresearth report sug-

gests
sug-

gests
sugsug-¬-

gestgests* policypolley decisions .whichy.lh1chylh1ch cancan-
slow

can-
slowslow the amount of drinkingdrinJcing inmin-

the
m-

thethe community ; and , the reportreport-
'identifies

report-
identifies',Identifies'identifies the types of andand-
amount

and-
amountamount of specialspecialcarecare requiredrequired-

Continued

required-

Continued(Continued on Page Nine )



.

.*MeetingContinuedeetingContinuedMMeetingeeting
(Continued ftomfrOll1from Page.Page. Eightiight )
by those who inlIeare alcoholic oror-
near

or-
nearnear ilcoholicalcoholic ,. 45 % to 72 % ofof-
the

of-
the(hethe sampled population . HHow-
ever

HowHwHow-w-

e
w-w¬-

eeverr ,. thethereportreport itttetstates """thethe widerwider-
Issueissue, UIIis to recognize that muchmuch-
of

much-
ofof the growth in drinking is bebe-

in
be-

in
be-be-.

in generatedgeJlerated by the massive soso-

cial
s0-s0so-so-s0-

cial
¬-

cial changes now occurring In-

Barrow
inin-

BarrowBarrow IIu a result of oUoil develop-
ment

develop-developdevelop-
ment

--
mentMajOrchangesin the North Slope ,. MajorMajor-
changeschanges in Barrow'sBarrows' relationrelation-
with

relation-
withwith the outside worldworldandand itsIts-

patterns
its-

patternspatterns of socialsocialofofofeconomiceconomiceconomic-
evelopment$JeveDevelopmentJeveeblemsevelopment;;" .

The ;eblemsproblems of alcoholalcohol-

abuse
11abuseabuse is so10 greatgreat that the CoConsulConsul-¬-

_

tant is recommending threethree-

typel
three-

typestypestypel of actions be considered :

1)1) maintaining and improvingimproving.-

1e.it.1e1ee programprogramoEofoE protective cus-

tody
cuscus--cus-

tody
¬-

tody : 2)2) affecting the availabi-

lity
availabiavailabi-¬.-

lityIIty of alcohol in the comm-

unity
comm-

unity
commcomm-¬-

unityunity-unityand;-, and 3)3) creating newnew-

social
new-

socialsocial norms governing drinkingdrintdngdrinking-

behavior
drintdng-

behaviorbehavior .


