by Gov. Steve Cowper

JUNEAU — In June 1988, some 80
Alaskans boarded an Alaska Airlines
jet for a short hop across the Bering
Strait to the Soviet Union. As it turns
out, we also took a giant step forward
in improved relations with our

ighbors to the West.

ow, 15 months after that initial
““Friendship Flight'’ between Nome
Alaska and the Soviet Union is boom-
ing. Business deals are being worked
out, school children and mlm.::

are exchanging visits

m‘l:ffmﬂmbcingmpimd
at the highest levels in Washington and
Moscow

Last month I returned from a 12-day
trade and friendship mission to the
Soviet Far East where Alaskans were
treated as if we were long-lost telatives

home. We found the Soviets
eager for trade with Alaska and en-
thusiastic about renewed contacts with
Alaskans

Alaska holds special ing for
i o o i P Bt Do
ing my visit, one hi | '
interrupted a formal dinner to recall
in an emotional voice how American
and Soviet pilots joined in the war ef-
fort to shuttle lend-lease aircraft from
bases in Alaska to his hometown of
Khabarovsk. Many Soviets we en-
countered still refer to Alaska as
“Russian-America. "’

Residents of this vast and sparsely
populated region, nine time zones
from Moscow, nodded sympathetical-
ly as we described frustrations with
our own national government. That's
a significant trait we found we have
in common — a sense of in-
dependence, the notion of doing things
on our own.

The recent trip further enhanced
relations between Alaska and the
Soviet Union. We agreed to take ad-
vantage of our similarities and to work
out our differences on a host of issues,

. air service, This is the
ticket to a long-term relationship bet-
ween our regions, but pulling it off
will require overcoming some major
hurdles. Regular flights would not on-
ly ease passenger travel but permit
cargo shipments and full-scale scien-
tific and cultural ex . A recent
trip to Alaska by officials from
Khabarovsk took about 72 hours over
a circuitous route that included
Havana, Mexico City and Moscow.

The problem is this: the Soviets
want more than the few dollars
Americans would on m:jm
in exchange for a regular
Airlines route between Anchorage and
a major Soviet Far East city. But the
demand by Aeroflot, the Soviet na-
tional airline, for reciprocal landing
rights in a major western U.S. city
such as San Francisco or Los Angeles
seems unlikely to fly in Washington.

We discussed two options during
my visit. First, I tried to convince the
Soviets that regular U.S. service to
their east coast would benefit them
economicall y,uwtlluhluhm. Se-
cond, proposed a possible joint
mthg“ﬂ airline cooperaive in
which Alaska Airlines and Aeroflot

. . .a recent
public opinion poll
showed that more
than 90 percent
agree we should
rekindle our
friendship with the
Soviet Union.

Khabarovsk, Alaska's sister territory,

with a like number of Alaskans for
several days of meetings designed to

I have called on the Soviet govern-
ment to establish an Alaska office to
ease visa for such visits,
and | plan to pursue that proposal

Cowper: U.S.-Soviet friendship blossoms

when I meet with the Soviets’' San
Francico-based consul general this
month in Juneau.

*Future relations. Because of the
current flurry of joint proposals, we
agreed to create an Alaska-Soviet Far
East working group to streamline these
efforts. The potential is enormous.

Ideas already on the table include a
““‘Soviet Iditarod’’ from Nome to the
Soviet coastal city of Anadyr, ship-
ping Alaska s to Europe year-
round through the Great Northern
Route along the Soviet northern coast
using Soviet icebreakers, joint Soviet-
Alaska management of North Pacific
fisheries, an 11-nation Anchorage con-
ference on life in the North and
exchange of economists and
so we can learn more about each
other’s economic and political
systems.

dle our friendship with the Soviet
Union.




