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. . - " - . . ...- '" ,.'-ESKIMO GIRL IN ASIAASIA-JennyASIAJenny-Jenny Alowa of Savoonga on St .
Lawrence Island and a student at the Alaska Methodist UniversityUniversityinAnchoragein.AnchorageinAnchorage., ., is 6uitequiteOuite, a distance away from home as she stopped
tostoppedtochat and poseposeposewith'

with a man with a yoke on the streets of Bangkok ,

Thailand . Jenny worked as a guide at the Alaska pavilion of the
ExpotheExpo70 in Osaka , Japan . After finishing work at the ,

Expo , JennyJenny-
decided

Jenny-
decideddecided to see more of Asia before returning to AMUAMU-

JIMMY
AMU-

JIMMY
.

JIMMY-JIMMY- BEDFORD Photograph

Jim Bedford Meets SavoongaSavoonga-
Eskimo

Savoonga-
EskimoEskimo Girl in Asia'sAsias' Malaysia

(EDITOREDITOR'SEDITORS'SS' NOTE : AIthoughAlthoughAlthough-
the

AlthoughAlthough-
thetheI followingfollcwing article by JimmyJimmy-
BedfordBedfordjBedfordwasJimmyBedfordwas meant for ThanksThanks--Thanks-
giving

Thanks-
giving

¬-

givinggivingweekweek (it came on ThanksThanks-¬-

givingprintingitDayDaymailmail ) , we are printingprinting-
itJimmyisit for its unique interest . Jimmy

ojDirectorsofDirectorsis thetIle member of thetIle BoardBoardojBoardofofoj
Directors of the Tudnra Times ..
APifordisjournalism professor , BedfordPifordBidordBid, ordord-
isis onononaa sabbatical leave fromfrom-
tile

from-
thethetile UniversityVnivrrsityUnivgrsity of Alaska.. )

( SPECIAL to the TUNDRA TIMES )

By JIMMY BEDFORDBEDFORD-

BANGKOKBANGKOK , ThailandThailand-WiThailandWiThailand-WithWithThailandWith-
Alaska's

-Withll-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' small population , therethere-
isis little likelihood ofofmeetingmeetingmeeting-
a

ii-

aa fellowfenow Alaskan in some remoteremote-
country

11-

countrycountry like Malaysia-butMalaysiabut- that'sthatsthat's-
where '' cc-

wherewhere I met Jenny Alowa , 23 , II-

aa StS1.. Lawrence Island Eskimo .. 11-

nownow living in Nome . I

" We '' "werewere'WW"' re!: both traveling byby-

train
ll-

trainBangkoktrain From Butterworth to BangBang-Bangt¬- t
kok on the Thai internationalinternational-
express

international-
expressexpress and her seat was justjust-
across

(
across the aisleaisle-aisle-

"Are
.- ., tt-

"Are"AreAre" you from Alaska ?" f
"SoSo'SoamlSoaml"' So: am IL." ff-
"Well"WellWell" , 111I'llIll'' be doggone ," ee-

TheThe conversationconverS tion went fromfrom-
there

from-
therethere to inquiring about peoplepeople-
we

ee-

wewe knew and how was so andand-
so

hh-

soso , until the restrrestst of the1e paspas'sen-pas'senpassenpassen-pas'senepas'seng-

eTS
passen-

gers 'en-enen-
gers

- e
gersgeTS thought we were long lostlost-

friends
nn-

friendsfriends . . dd-

JennyJenny was having the time

.
of her life ,. in Asia . She had
gone to EXPO 70 as a guide
in the Alaska pavilion and whenwhen-

Continued
when-

Continued
when-

Continued( Continued on Page 6)6)
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the show was over Sept.. 13 ,
she decided to see a bit moremore-
before

more-
beforebefore going back home .,

"AfterAfter" all ," she told me ,

"itit" was a bit late to start schoolschool-
anyway

school-
anywayanyway , and I decided I'dId'' taketake-
my

take-
mymy time getting back ..""

Jenny is a senior in elemenelemen-elemen-
tary

elemen-
tary

¬-
tary education at Alaska MethoMetho-Metho-
dist

Metho-
dist

-¬

dist University . She expectsexpects-
toto be graduated in May andand-
wants

and-
wantswants to teach in a village nextnext-
fall

next-
fallfall ..

During the expeditionexpositionexp sition in OsaOsa-Osa-

k
Osa-

ka
¬-

kak , the guides Were kept busy
6 days a week and she sawsaw-

very
saw-

veryvery liftlelittle of the countrycouMry . WhenWhen-
it

.
it was over , she made up forfor-

lost
for-

lostlost time-seeingtimeseeing-- everything sheshe-

could
she-

couldcould during the next two weeks .

Next Jenny hopped on aa-

ship
a-

shipship , the S.SSS. . President CleveCleve-Cleve-
land

Cleve-
land

¬-

land , and headed to HorigHon'gHongHorlg' KongKong-
with

Kong-
withwith a day'sdays' stopover in TaipeiTaipei-
Taiwan

,

Taiwan-Taiwan- . ,. ,
In Hong KongK ng sheshe-

went
she-

wentwent everywhereeverywh re she could forfor-
two

for-
twotwo weeks , visiting Macao , AberAber-Aber-
deen

Aber-
deen

¬-

deen , and every place that lookedlooked-
in

looked-
interestinginterestingin teresting .

By now a confirmedconfirmed"sailor"sailorsailor" " ,

she took passage on a ChineseChinese-
ship

Chinese-
shipship to Singapore .

"ItIt.It". must have been a ComCom-Com-
munist

Com-
munist

¬-

munist ship ,,"" she surmised, ,
"becausebecause" there waswa $ a large picpic-picpic-

ture
pic-

ture
¬-

ture of Mao on every deck . "
She didn'tdidnt' have time to worryworry-
about

worry-
aboutabout that because a typhoontyphoon-
trapped

typhoon-
trappedtrapped the ship in the harborharbor-
for

harbor-
forfor five days andnd "II" was nevernever-
so

never-
soso seasick in my life."

By the time the shipshipreachshipreachedreachedreachreached-
Singapore

dd-

SingaporSingaporeSingapor JennyJennywaswas really feelfeel-feel-

ing
feel-feelfeel-

ing
¬-

ing hungry for fresh fruits andand-
juices

and-
juicesjuices and ., she spent a weekweek-
there

week-
therethere just drinking up the vitavita-vita-

mins
vita-

mins
¬-

mins andandshoppingshopping ,.

"ThereThere"" is so much to buybuy-
in

buy-
inin Singapore and it'sits' so cleandeandean-
that

clean-
thatthat I just couldn'tcouldnt' stop . " ByBy-

the
By-

thethe time she spent all her moneymoney-
she

money-
sheshe was ready to take a busbus-

to
bus-

toto Kuala Lumpur , capital ofof-

Malaysia
of-

MalaysiaMalaysia ., ,

Further on in Penang , sheshe-

met
she-

metmet an Indonesian girl who waswas-

going
was-

goinggoing up to Bangkok tot looklook-
for

look-
forfor a job and invited JennyJenny-
toto come along . I<'I-

SoSo here we were on thethe-

train
the-

traintrain to Bangkok and JennyJenny-
was

Jenny-
waswas bubbling over with exciteexcite-excite-
ment

excite-
ment

¬-
ment about her travels .
. "TravelTravel" has opened up aa-

whole
a-

wholewhole new world ," she said ,

and now I want to travel more ,. .,

I didn'tdidnt' know what I Was missmiss-miss-
ing

miss-
ing

-¬-

ing .

Jenny often stays in youthyouth-
hostel

youth-
hostelshostelshostel !; or student hotels. andand-
"this"thisthis"'"thisyay" . way\yayyay\ I meet many people

\

when L1.I-travelItravel- travel ,,"" she said .

She was particularly enthusenthus-enthus-
iastic

enthus-
iastic

¬-

iastic about.theaboutthe., Malaysian peoplepeople-
who

people-
whowho "areare" very friendly " , SheShe-

said
She-

saidsaid they showed her manymmy:

thingsthingmmythingmanythings!; .sheshe.,
she wouldn'twouldntwoul n 'tt' see otherother-other-

wise
other-

wise
¬-

wise .

"AlaskaAlaska"' " is a magic word , "
she said . "ToTo" many peoplepeople-
itit is not a real world but ratherrather-
aa worldworldofof fantasy ., They wantwant-
t9

want-
totot9 know ifjf it really exists .,

"
And Jenny tellst lIs them ., 'TmTm"I'mIm"I'm-

very

'""I'm-

very
"''

very proud to be an AlaskanAlaskan-
because

Alaskan-
becausebecause Alaska gives a real good
impressiongoodimpressionto people ,.

" she said .,

Just as she and Peggy HiebertIliebertHiebert-
the

Iliebert-
the( the other Alaskan hostess atat-

Expo
at-

ExpoExpo 70)7070)"converted) "convertedconverted" the fourfour-
Japanese

four-
Japanese, Japanese hostesses to Alaskans "
at the Alaska pavilion in Osaka ,

everyone she meets in MalaysiaMalaysia-
wants

Malaysia-
wantswants to come to Alaska .

She has made manym3)1Ym31Y) friendsfriends-
wherever

friends-
whereverwherever she has gone and hashas-
aa 'largelarge' address book full ofof-

names
of-

namesnames to take back with her .

Besides people , she met somesome-
animals

some-
animalsanimals at the zoo in KualaKuala-
Lumpur

Kuala-
LumpurLumpur . ItItwaswas the first zoozoo-
she

zoo-
sheshe had ever seen and was veryvery-
excited

very-
excitedexcited "aboutabout" bout the elephants ,.
giraffes , andandmonkeysmonkeys .

She got even more excitedexcited-
about

excited-
aboutabout the Asian children . WhenWhen-

the
When-

thethe train stoppedstoppedatat a stationstation-
in

station-
inin southern Thailand and shishtsh .
saw some very happy little childchild-chilchild-
ren

¬-

ren , she couldn'tcouldnt' help saying ,

'TheseThese"These'"' kids are so cute ,, I'dIdI'd-

like
I'd-

like ''like to take one home with me .:"'
When she started talkingtalking-

about
talking-

aboutabout home , Jenny got veryvery-
ent

very-
enthusiasticenthusiasticent

,
u s stC! ., "I'veIve"'' been talkingtakingtataking-

picfuie"s
, in8 , , "' " '" ' 1\11-

pj :! \

pict'ureSHikepictureSHikepjpicfuie"spicfuiesy,1Fnstamate!ures'iikeuresiike' iike mad wjth"mylrista-wjth"mylristawjthmylristaw.i.th'l1'tY.tnstawithl1tY.tnstawithl1tYtnstawjth"mylrista-
malicarid

with. ,.
",'m y,1Fnstay1Fnsta,

., -
.,

malic-aridmalicaridmmatet -.:=- 'ildld'sendingd sending'sendingS' 1ing postcards toto-

relatives
toto-

relativesrelatives in Savoonga . "

telephonedherWhile in Japan she telephoned
her mother in Nome .

'TheThe"The'" call came in so clearclear-
it

clear-
itit soundedsoundedasas it were in thethe-

next
the-

nextnext room ,,"" Jenny recalled .
Her mother asked "WhereWhere" ',

are you ? " and Jenny burst outout-
laughing

out-
laughinglaughing . It was hard to believebelieve-
she

believe-
sheshe was so far away .

headinghomeBut Jenny will be heading
home soon .,

After a week in BangkokBangkok-
she

Bangkok-
sheHongKongshe planned to flyOy to Hong
Kong to pick up the rest ofof-

her
of-

herher baggageba age , then spend a weekweek-
in

week-
inin Japan . She didn'tdidnt' rule outout-
the

out-
thethe possibility ofofaa side triptrip-
to

trip-
toto Indonesia or the Philippines .

"ButBut" I'llIll'' definitely be homehome-
by

home-
byby Thanksgiving-ThanksgivingThanksgivingshe, ' -. she said-saidsaidand- andand-
with

and-
withwithEveryoneknowsgoodgoodreasonreason . Everyone
knows there'stheres' no placepllce: like NomeNome-
for

Nome-
forfor the holidaysholdays .
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