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Native LeadersLeaders-
React

leaders-
React

Leaders-
ReactReact toto-

Hickel
to-

HickelHickel FiringFiringR-

eactions

FiringR-

eactionsprominentReactions from some promprom-prom-
inent

¬-

inent Native leaders in AlaskaAlaska-
toto the firing by President NixonNixon-
of

Nixon-
ofof Secretary of the Interior WalWal-Wal-

ter
Wal-

ter
¬-

ter HickelNickelHickelrangedNickelrangedranged form dismaydismay-
toto hopeful optimism that1at present
InteriorInpresentInpresentInteriorerior policiespoli ies may be contincontin-contin-
ued

contin-
ued

¬-

ueduedonon a number of issues vitalvital-
to

vital-
toto Alaskan Natives .

First and foremost in thethe-

concerns
the-

concernsconcerns ofofmostmost Alaskan NaNa-NaNa-

tives
Na-

tives
¬-

tives waswashethe\hehe\ effect Hickel'sHickelsNickel'sNickelsHickel's-
firing

Nickel's-
firing

'
firing would have on the landland-
freeze

land-
freezefreeze , which is scheduled toto-

end
II-

endendendatat the end of this year . II-

"Our"OurOur"" major concern is thethe-

effect
11-

effecteffect of Hickel'sHickelsNickel'sNickels'' firing on ourooroor-
hope

our-
hopehope for having the land freezefreeze-
extended

jj-

extendedadministratextendedextendedadministratadministrativelyadministratively'comvely"com-vely"comvelycomvely"comIvely"com-
mented

/'com'comcom/, ""'com-comcom-
mented

¬- I

mentedpresidentJohn Borbridge , presipresi-presic-¬- c

dent of the Central Council ofof-

Continued

of-

Continued
jj-

tContinuedContinuedtContinued( on Page 6)6) (
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, ( Continued from Page 1)1) ,

, ,
thethe Tlingit-HaidaTlingitHaidaTling1't-HTling1'tTling1tH'- ida . . .'

, /
, OtherOtherNative, Native 'leadersleaders' echoedechoed-

I

echoed-
thisI

,' thisthis concernconcern . , .
' ",

, "ItIt" really
"'

doesn'tdoesnt' mattermatterwhomatter-.whomatter.whomatter.whowhomatterwho-
extends

matter.who-
extends

:-.who
extends the land freeze ," ,' ,. saidsaid-

Alaska, AlaskaAlaska ., Federation 'ofof>' of NativesNatives-
executiveexecutiveexeeutive directordirect r Eben Hopson .

I "IfIf"'"IfIf" thereth re is no extention , we'rewerewe're-

I

we're-
in

'
I

in trouble . The major impactimpact-

I

impact-
would

I
would be if theth'e' land freezefreez-
es

freeze-
is, is not extended . This wouldwould-
taketake pressure off Congress andand-
offoff the statestat ."

"II""'II' think we'rewere' losing the onlyonly-
arm

only-
armarm wewe have in Washington onon-

Native
on-

NativeNative Land claims ," commentedcommented-
Ralph

commented-
RalphRalph Perdue of the FairbanksFairbanks-
Native

Fairbanks-
NativeNative AssociationAssoCationAssoCation .. "HeHe" (HickelNickel )
isbroughtthebroughtnthe only one who brought
the Native Land Claims to lifelife-

as
life-

asas Governor and as Secretary .
He was the pnlyonlynly rnannan,man '

you couldcould-
call

could-
callcall day or nightnight , without going
throughgoingthroughthe red tape usuallyusually-
necessnecessarynecess ry to reachreachaa cabinetcabinet-
member

cabinet-
membermember .. "

Mr . Perdue also feared whatwhat-
the

what-
thethe effect of the firing might bebe-

onononn the changes HickelNickel sponsoredsponsored-
inin the BIA , changes which willwill-

bring
will-

bringbring it closer to the people .
OtherOthe DativeNatjveNative leaders feel aa

new manman- ImightmightImight extend the landland-
freeze

land-
freezefreeze without modificationmodjfication .

JoeJe , ', UpicksounUp'icksUpicks'

un of Barrow ,

SlopeNativepresidentpresident off the 'ArcticArctic', !; Slope-Slope -,.

Native .AssociationAssociation., Association *., had ,'mixedmixedmixed-
em

' nixednixed-
emotions

"

ememotionstions 'onon''onon- 'the'firingon- thefiring' thethe'firingthefiring'

firing ..
'''

"We'reWere'We're": ' ' not concerned upuup herehere-
yet

here-
yetyet ," he said ," , "becausebecause" we had ,'

some idea Wally HickelNickel would-
attempt

would-
attempt

would
attempt to legislateJegislate modificationmodification-
ofof the land freeze-whichfreezewhich- . wewe-

weren't
we-

weren'tweren'twerent' too happy about.." ,.

"AsAs'As"' :As AldskansAlaskansAI skans , we'rewere' , sorry
thatsorrythat' this oneone time we had aniani-

Alaskan
an :

AlaikanAlaskan aware of the problems <.'

of NativeN tive Alaskans in office , hehe-

got
he-

gotgot jjfiredpredFired . Let'sLetsUt'sUts' .hopehope., the newnew-
Secretary

ewew-

SecrSecretarySecr tary 'ofof' the Interior willwill-

haveimore
will-

havehavelmorehaveimorehave ' more dpeth , of understandunderstand-understand-understandunderstandi-
rig

understand-
ing

¬-
ingirigingasasas far as Alaskan Natives areare-

conchned
are-

concernedconcernedconchned ," hehe'saidhesaid'saidsaid'
.

TheTheThemajormajor tasktaskofof educating ,'

the jiewviewew Secretary of the InIn-InIn-

teriot
in-

terior
¬-

teriorteriot/teriotteriotsaid/,,"' said John Borbridge onon-

what
on-

whatwhat >, the Tlingit-HaidaTlingitHaida- plannedplanned-
toto doidoldoj "MrMr" . Morton brings somesome-
fine

some-
finefine credentialsdredentialscredentials and will serveserve-
admir

serve-
admirableadmiribleadmirableadmir ble as Secretary . The firstfirst-
thing

first-
thingthingthingWehve\WeWe\a need in Alaska is toto-

educatr
to-

educateducateeducateducatreducatrhimpriorityissueshim on the vital priority
issues , ;

., so they will continuecontinue-
without

continue-
withoutwithout major changes in policy .

These issues are , of course , landland-
claims

'

claims , , the land freeze , and thethe-
turnover

the-
turnoverturnoverturnover of functionsfunct ons to thethethe-

Alaskan
the-

AlaskanAlaskan Native organizations . "


