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' iiekek:e VillkeesVilVilla es Suffer
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Airi/iii/ serviceservicei e '

tot thethe '
bushbush ' areasareas-

of
areas-

of 'of Alaska is onlyonl oneorieone of manymany-
issues

many-
issuesissuesinvestigationat question ininan

.-

an
a- n., an investigainvestiga-investiga-

tion
¬-

tiontion currently being conductedconducted-
inin the State bvb the Civil Aero-AeroAero-

tfiautics
Aero-

jtautics
Aero-

rautics
--

,tfiauticsjtautics,rautics BoardBoaBoardBoardxCA"dd" (
xCAxCA-

However
CABC 8)8) . ,

, "

;
.
;

. However ,. to the .manymany
.,

vilvil-vilvil-

lages
vil-

lages
¬-

lages whose lifeline is theth
,

smallsmall-
plane

'
,

\: plane thatthat.cthatcthat.cm, .comesm s oncelce! or
.
twicetwice-

a
.

',. a
,
week bringingbriagingbnbri gingaging mail , supplies ,

,
and

.,
passengers.pasSpasSpassenntersers that issueissueciscis,jsis ofof-

utmost
of-

utmostutmost importance ,.
.' ,'

. At stake is
,

a reductionreductioreductionofofof-
federal

of-
federalfederal subsidiessubsidies now being paidpaid-
those

paid-
thosethose airlines certified by thethe-

CAB
the-

CABCAB to serve the bush .

If the subsidiessub idies, areare cut , village '

life standsstand to suffer . ,
.-

Mail
M- ail.,
Mail dede-dede-

liveries
de-

liveries
¬-

liveries would probably
' ,

comecome-
less

come-
lessless frequently and anart increaseincrease-
in

creasecreas-
e'in'inin' in

' passenger and freight ratesrates-
would

rates-
wouldwould be almost certain .

The CAB institutedins.tituted. an inin-inin-

v
in-

vestigation
¬-

vestigationvvestigationstigation of air service in AlasAlas-Alas-
ka

Alas-
ka

-¬-

kakaoverover a year ago . This pastpast-
summer

past-
summersummer it held hearings in var-varvar-

ious
vari-

GUS
var.,- '

iousiGUS cities in Alaska and inin-

Washington
in-

WashingtonWashington , D.CDC. . InterestedInterested-
parties

Interested-
partiesparties have submitted briefsbriefs-
outlining

briefs-
outliningoutlining their positions .

They include : the Bureau ofof-

Operating
of-

OperatingOperating Rights , the AlaskaAlaska-
Transportation

Alaska-
TransportationTransportation Commission , thethe-

Post
.

Post Office Department , Alaska'Alaska'Alaska-
Airlines

'Alaska-
Airlines ''Airlines , Wien Consolidated AirAir-Air-

lines
Air-

lines
¬-

lines , FairbanksFai'rbanks' Parties , Juneau ,

and Ketchikan .

All of these briefs are currentcurrent-current-
ly

current-
ly

¬-
ly under considerationcortsideration by thethe-

CAn
the-

CA13CABCAnCA13CAnexaminerexaminer F . Merritt RuhlenRuhlen-
and

Ruhlen-
andand allallareare to be weighed equallyequally-
by

equally-
byby him ., His decision is expectedexpected-
sometime

expected-
sometimesometime in the next few monthsmonths-
and.wilLprobably

monthsa-
nddand-HtilLprobablyandHtilLprobablyand.wilLprobablyandwilLprobablyanddappealedby-.will probably be appealed -

by one of,, the interested partiesparties-
toto the CAB .

The board will then examineexamine-
the

examine-
thethe briefs and exhibits andandmakemakemake-
aa decision maybe by late summersummer-
oror early fall of J1971971 .

A brief look at the positionspositions-
stated

positions-
statedstated by some of the parliespartiesparties-
inin111 their briefs as theyt ey relate toto-

the
to-

thethe bush routes might best exex-exex-

plain
ex-

plain
¬-

plain some of the quesitonsquesitons-
being

quesitons-
beingbeing raised .

BUREAU OFOFOPERATINGOForERA-OPERATINGOPERATING'OPERATING-orERAorERA'OPERATING-
RIGHTSAn

-'- TINGTING-
RIGHTSAnRIGHTS-AnRIGHTSAn- agency of the CAB ,

the stand of the BOR has drawndrdrawn-
strong

wnwn-

strongstrong opposition from mostmost-
of

most-
ofof the other parties .

The bureau has proposed thatthat-
the

that-
thethe bush operations of Alaska-
Airlines

>, AlaskaAlaska-
AirlinesAirlines and Wien be closedclosed-
out

closed-
outout within two eyars to be rereore-rere-
oplaced

re-

placed
¬-

placed by air taxi operators .

The bush routes of the fedfed-fedfed-

erallysubsidized
fed-

erallysubsidized
¬-

erally-subsidizederallysubsidized- Alaska andand-
Wien

and-
WienWien Consolidated Airlines areare-

currently
are-

currentlycurrently certified by the CABCA.BCAB.
..

As intrastate carriers , the airair-

taxi
air-

taxitaxi operators would not requirerequire-
federal

require-
federalfederal certification to serve thethe-

bush
the-

bushbush but could J3ebe regulatedregulated-
byby the State . '. flic'tlietlie'IJ1e effect ofof-

the
of-

thethe proposal would be to leaveleave-

'the
leave-

the
'

'thethethe bush routes without thethe-

benefit
the-

benefitbenefit of a CAB subsidy .

According to the BOR , thethe-

bush
the-

bushbush points can be better servedserved-
by

served-
byby air taxi operators regulated

by thethe StateStafe ;, :and will receivereceive-
aa quality of serviceS rvice adapted toto-

the
to-

thethe local needs from thesethese-
locallybased

these-
locallybased

,
locally-basedlocallybasedlocallybasedoperators- operators .

recommendad"that". "-

that
t-

hat
!

", *.,. TheThe-TheBOR._- BQRBOR also recommendedrecommendad
that theUte 25-mile25mile- rule allowedalloivedallowed-

airlines
alloived-

airlinesairlines in Alaska be-bebedroppedbe -,' dropped .

.. ' This authority allowsallo s the airlinesairlines-
toto serveser\1eser1e\ anyany

, point
'-

within
w-

ithin'withinwithin' '2525-

miles
25-

milesmiles. of their routes . ''

., ALASKA ' TRANSPORTATRANSTRANSPORTA-TRANSPORTATRANSPORTA-
TION

RT A ¬
-

TION COMMISSION-ContraryCOMMISSIONContraryCOMMISSIONContrary-
to

--
to the BOR , the State proposesproposes-
that

proposes-
that, , that Alaska Airlines continuecontinue-
toto have the bush service responrespon-respon-
sibilities

respon-
sibilities

¬-

sibilities for the old CordovaCordova-
Airlines. Airlines and AlaskaAla'ska' Coastal SysSys-Sys-
tems

Sys-

tems
-¬-

tems ' with which Alaska mergedmerged-
inin 1968t 968 .,

'

Wien Consolidated would concon-con-
tinue

¬.-

tinue to be responsibleres'onsibleresonsible(' for thethe-

bush
the-

bushbush routes which it presentlypresently-
serves

presently-
servesserves . .

POST OFFICE DEPART-DEPARTDEPART-

MENTThe
DEPART-

MENTThe
DEPART-

MENTThe
-

MENT-TheMENTThe- Post Office DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

¬-

ment has taken issue with thethe-

BOR's
the-

BOR'sBOR'sBORs' contention that State airair-

taxi
air-

taxitaxi operators canCanan adequatelyadequately-
handle

adequately-
handlehandle the bushbushroutesrbutesroutes nownow-
held

now-
heldheld by Wien andandAlaskaand,Alaska Airlines .

The postmasterpos'tmaster' general quesques-ques-
tioned

ques-
tioned

-¬-

tioned why millions of dollarsdollars-
should

dollars-
shouldshould be spent to subsidizesubsidize-
scheduled

subsidize-
scheduledscheduled air service at smallsmal-
lcommunities

smal-
lcommunitiescommunities in other statesstates-
which

states-
whichwhich have good bus serviceservice-
and

service-
andand expressways while therethere'-

Would
there-

would'wouldwould'' be no consideration forfor-

needs
for-

needsneeds for residents. ofofremoteremoteremote-
parts

remote-
partsparts of Alaska who have nono-

alternative
no-

alternativealternative to air transportation .

If the subsidy is reducedreducedasasas-

BOR
as-

BORBOR proposes , the cost of airair-

transportation
air-

transportationtransportation for passenger ,

freight shipments , and.and. the PostalPostal-
Service

Postal-
ServiceService would be increased andand-

the
and-

thethe capacity and frequency ofof-

schedules
of-

schedulesschedules decreased , the departdepart-depart-
ment

depart-
ment

¬-

ment said .

It also opposed the eliminaelimina-elimina-
tion

elimina-
tion

¬-

tion of the 25-mile25mile- rule ,.

"ThisThis" privilege has been ofof-

inestimable
of-

inestimableinestimable value to the PostalPostal-
Service

Postal-
ServiceService and others , since fishingfishing-
camps

fishing-
campscamps , Indian villages and logtog-togtog-

ging

tog-

ging

¬-

ging camps do change locationlocation-
from

location-
fromfrom time to time . "

WIENWIEN-WienWIEN-Wien has proposedproposed-
that

proposed-
thatthat none ofof,, its existing bushbush-
services

bush-
servicesservices be suspended or terter-terter-

minated
ter-

minated
¬-

minated . Also , the airlines hasbasbas-

contended
has-

contendedcontended that the 25-mile25mile- rulerule-

should
rule-

shouldshould be retained and expandexpand-expand-
ed

¬-

ed with more flexibility in orderorder-
to

order-
toto enable it to meet rapidly

.,
Ichangingi changing needs of theth area itit-

serves
it-

serves} serves .

WienWiertWien-Wienasked%'- asked , thatth t its moremore-
profitable

more-
profitableprofitable routes be extendedex.tendedex.tende-
dj

extended-
so

.
j so as to support tn"etnethe" less profit-profitprofit-
table

profit-
able

profit-
able

- '

tableiprofitiable bush servicesseMGesse i es and to reducereducefreduce-
it

reduce-
its

f'
i
! itsit reliance upon subsidy .

j ALASKAcAIRLINESAL.ASKA-AIRUNEAL.ASKAAIRUNEAL.ASKAALASKAAIRUNEALASKAzAIRLINES-AlaskaALASKAzAIRLINESAlaska. - -AlaskaAlaska-

IAiJAirlineslAirlinesALASKAzAIRLINESAlaskalAirlines
IAi lires.

has proposed t(thathatat somesome-
lof

some-
loflof)of itsIts bushbushroutesroutes beb recertified .

I FAIRBANKS PARTlES-ThePARTlESThePAR'nES-.ThePARnES.ThePAR'nESPARnES.ThePARTIES-ThePARTIESPAR'nES.The-
Fairbanks

' -.-PARTIESTheFairbanksFairbanksFairbanks parties ( the Fairbanks-FairbanksFairbank-
sNorthStar

Fairbanks-
NortQ

--.
'

. North-StarNorthStarNorthStarNortQNorth-North -' Star BoroughBoro gh , City ofof-

Fairbanks
of-

FairbanksFairbanks , and Fairbanks.FairbanhCham-FairbanhChamFairbanks.Cham-Fairbanks.ChamFairbanhCham-
6er

Fairbanks.Cham-
her

Cham ¬- _

ber6erher of Commerce ) contend :

"TheThe"' The Bureau of Operating RightsRights-

Ips
Rights-

liashasIpslias,
suggested a remedy for AlasAlas-Alas-

kan
Alas-

kan
¬-

kankan "bushbush" " routes that couldcould-
easily

could-
easily

. . . .
easily kill the patient"Bur-patient"BurpatientBurpatient"Bure-
au

patient .."" .",. ."Bur-"BurBur"Bur-
eau

"Bur-BurBur-

eau
-

eaueau Counsel'sCounsels'' proposalsprpposals tampertamper-
wjth

tamper-
withWithw-jthwjth- the lifelines of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
rural

Alaska's-
rriral

'
ruralrriral areas , and must be rere-rere-

jected
re-

jected
¬-

jected ," ii-

The

i-

The

I-

TheThe parties have proposedproposed-
that

proposed-
thatthat no federally certificatedcertificated-
carriers

certificated-
carrierscarrierscarriers" be decertified asa to anyapyapy-

"bush
any-

"bush"bushbush" " points .

"VeryVeryUVery" few small operatorsopera tors ,"
thetheFairbanks-FairbanksFairbanks.Fairbanks'Fairbanks-.' parties said , "cancan"can-
afford

"can-
afford

"
afford to providepr vide reliable serviceservice-
to

service-
toto most of the small bush points .

They have always been carriedcarried-
asas a loss by the federally-certifiedfederallycertifiedfederallycertified-
carriers

federallycertified-
carriers

--
carriers , who are in much betterbbetter-
financial

ttertter-
financialfinancial position to absorb lossloss-loss-

es
loss-

es
¬-

es because of the profitabilityprofitability-
ofof other routes and becausebecause-
of

because-
ofof CAB subsidy .."

Eventually the Alaska TransTrans-Trans-
portation

Trans-
portation

¬-

portation Commission may bebe-

able
be-

ableable to carry the burden of asas-asas-

suring
as-

suring
¬-

suring proper service to Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
bush

Alaska's-
bush

'

bush , . ... "ButBut" now is not thethe-

time
the-

timetime . " The commission , the '

parties explained , has been poorpoor-poor-
ly

poor-
ly

¬-

ly funded by the legislature andand-

does
and-

doesdoes not now have enough staffstaff-
to

staff-
toto do the job .

And "certainlycertainly"certamlycertamly" no subsidysubsidy-
isis likely to come from the StateState-
of

State-
ofof Alaska " when the commiscommis-commis-
sion

commis-
sion

¬-

sion has been so poorly fundedfunded-
inin the past..

Also in opposition to thethe-

BOR's
the-

BOR'sBOR'sBORs' proposal , the FairbanksFairbanks-
parties

Fairbanks-
partiesparties called for a continuationcontinuation-
ofof the 25-mile25mile- rule . "PopulationPopulation""Population-
shifts

"Population-
shiftsshifts occur frequently withinwithin-
the

within-
thethe bush , depending upon wherewhere-
the

where-
thethe game is , or where concon-con-

struction
con-

struction
¬-

struction projects happen to be . "
Flexible air authority , availavail-avail-

able
avail-

able
¬-

able with the 25-mile25mile25.mile25mile-. rule isis-

needed
is-

needed
.

needed to provide adequate air'air'

service , Fairbanks said .


