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byby LouiseLoull'iLoulli' Sagmoen-
and

SagmocnSagmoenSagmoen-
andand Jim BenedettoT-

undra
BenedettoBenedetto-

I

BenedettoT-

uAdriI TuAdriTundraTand" TimeTime-

sThe

TimesTime-

sThe

.

The United TribesTribe, of AlaskaAlaka, ,,
\

a fledgingnedgmg two-year-oldtwoyearoldtwo-ycar-oldycar-- - organi7a-
tion

organi/a-organiaorgant7a-organt7aorgani7a-organi7aorganiat-
ion

organt7a-
tlon

/ -finunItiontlon , has beenbeen'plagucdbeenplagucd' plaguedphlgucd by finan-
elul

finanfinun-finunfinan-finun-
clul

¬-
I

cialclulelul impropntiesImproprltlesimpropritles which Include-

writing
Include-

writing
include

writing checks with Insufficient-
funds

Inuflicient-
fund

insufficientInuflicient,
fundsfund inm their account ,, non-

payment
non-nonnon-

payment
nonnon--¬-

payment ofor some staff for overliver a-

month
aa-

monthmonth ,, and a debtdebl rumored to ex-

ceed
exex-

ceed
ex-ex-¬-

ceed $300,000-
UTA

$$300,000300000$300,000-
UTA

$300,000-
UTA

,

UTA membersmembel'llJimmembelllJim' Jim SinncttSinnett and-

Sheldon
andand-

SheldonSheldon Katchatag signed aa-

$6SOQ$$$6,5006500$6SOQ6SOQ,, check loto Channel 20 for-

partial
forfor-

panlalpartialpanlal payment of a $$14,00014000,, debt-
for

debtdebt-
forfor television coveragerelated-
expenses

covemge.relate-
dupenes

coverage-relatedcoveragerelatedcovemge.relatedcovemgerelated--.
expensesupen\esupenes\ incurred during-
September's

duringduring-
September'sSeptember'sSeptembers' CongressCongres\CongresCongresThe\ . TheTh-
e7I.r7I.r7Ir. . .' :, :

," ' , < .ein!plC'" , ' .
1" "

"
,
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.
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checkcheckchock bounced ,., According to10 Ron-

Cassidy
RonRon-

CmldyCassldyCmldyCassidy of Channel 20 ,, UTA-

members
UTA-

memben
UtA

membersmemben toldtolll him thatIhallhethe North-
Slope

NorthNorth-
SlopeSlopeSlope3prtroughi3cirough/33/ rough would covencovercove the-

debts
thethe-

deblldebtsdebllCa"ldyhadCassidyliedincurred by UTUTA CassidyCa"ldyCaldy"
hadlied been promisedproml\CdpromlCd\ thatIhal UTA-
would

UTAUTA-
wouwouwouldId make good on the debt by-

Oct
byby-

OctOct 8th81h or 9h9/h9h9th|/ , although by that-

date
thatthat-

datedate nothingnothmg had been done-
John

dloe-
John

donedloedone-
John

(
John Lewis and Tony KesKessler-

of
KexMerKesslerlerler-

ofof the NorthNonh Slope Borough saidsaid-

rumor
said-

rumorsrumorsrumor\rumorrumorthat\ that theIhe NJBN4BN ! B would be-

providing
bebe-

provldmgprovidingprovldmg fundsfuods to ""bailbail"ballball outoul "
UTA were ""absolutelyabsolutely"absolulelyabsolulely untrue "

CassidyCa\illyCailly,\ wasn'twasnt' the only UTAUTA-

service,"service"rvicervice provider who received a-

check
aa-

checkcheck which laterluter bouncedbouriced .,.

AlaAlaskaka StagecraftStagecmll President Lin-

da
Lin-

da
LinLin-¬-

da Nelson ,, whose organization-
provided

organizationorganlzalionorganlzalion-
providedprovided lighting for UTA'sUTAs'' XITXiT-
Concert

XIT-
ConcenConcertConcen during the OTUTAA Con-

gress
Con-

Bress
ConCon-¬-

gressBress , received a $$4QOO4QOOS4QOO$4,0004000S4QOOcheck,, check .
""TheyThey are tryingIrying to10 wortwOltwont with us .

1TIleyThey>ey have offered ilittolitpickpick upup-

penalhles
up-

penalitiespenalliiespenalhlespenalities . I don'tdontdon'ldonl'' thinklheythinktheythink theylhey did-
It

diddid-
IIitII maliciouslymaliclou\lymaliclouly\ .. 1I, hope to10 have pay-

ment
pay-paypay-

II1enllOOn
paypay-¬-

mentII1enllOOntoonsoon ,
,"*"' She refused further-

comment
funher-

commenl
furtherfunher

commentcommenl .,

According to10 employee Charles-

Oxercok
CharlesCharles-

psereokQxereokpsereokOxercok ,, UTA gave gave him a8
$$150150$1.501.50. and 4i$504i50a. ' $$5050.5050. check for im-

mediate
im-imim ¬.-

mediatemediale food expensesespenses . Both-
checks

BothBoth-
checkschecks ,, which were received this-
summer

thlthis
summer, bounced ..,

Former UTA chairman-
Sheldon

cbalrman-
Sheldon

chairmancbalrman
Sheldon Katchatag explained-
UTA's

explainedexplained-
UTAUTAUTA'sUTAs''" checking policypohcy in an Oct-

II
Ocl-

II
OctOcl

1II1 interview withwllh theIhe Tundra-
Times

TundraTundra-
71mesTimes71mes ,.

""WeWe made sure thatIhat allchecksall checks-
that

check-
that

checkscheck\check\
that were issuedIs\uedIsued\ were made as a

promlssaryprmnlssarypromissory Issue ,. in otherothcr words-
that

wordsWMd,
that It'sItsIt\ItIta'\ a promissorynotepromissorypromlsory, notenole to10 pay-

What
paypay-

WhalWhatWhal we were doing was issuing-
these

I"umg-
thee

issuingI"umgIumg"
thesethee, chchecksckq as a promiseproml\epromle\ to pay-

and
paypay-

andandandwkwfejwkw had that underqtandmg-
with

understandingunderqtandmgunderstanding-
withwith afla(1a1AAour( our vendorsventlors acidandald) clients-
that

chenl-
that

clientschenl\chenl\
that everythingeverythmg

,
waswa\wawacpndltional\ conditionalcpndltionalcpttditionalcpttditional-

ohon011oh revenue'srevenuesrevenuesrevenue\revenuerevenuecommg'\ comingcommg In from the-

Congress
thethe-

Cong"l'ss
, .

CongressCong"l'ssConglss"' and alalso", supponsupportingng it "
But the7bw/wthe7bwwtbeThndratheTndra/ Times71mes77mes found ttbat-

none
ttjattbatatat-

nonenone ofor the check reclplent-
Ca

recipientsreclplent\reclplent\ ,.

CaCassidy..dydy , NelsonNel\OnNelOn\ or OxereokOxerook were-

aware
werewere-

awareaware thattlatt
? at the checkscheck were pro ¬,

missorymlll\OrymlllOry.\ notesnote\notenoteOxereok.\ . OxereokOxercok 'says'IOysIOys An-

chorage
An-AnAn-

chorage
AnAn-¬-

chorage supermarkets will not ac-

cept
acac-

cept
ac-ac-¬-

cept checkscbetkscheeks from him becausebecau\CbecauC\ the-

two
tbe-

two
thetbe

two UTAUTAcheckschecks bounced ..

In an interview KatchatagKalchatag said-
he

saidsaid-

hehe didn'tdidntdldn'ldldnl' know thatIhallherethere wasn't-
any

wan't-
any

wasn'twasntwa\n'twan'tnt\ ''
any money in UTA'iUTAiUTA'sUTAs' checking-
account

checkingchecking-
accountaccount when he and JJim1m SinncttSinnettSinnottSinnett-

signed
Sinnott-

signedsigned ththe$ checks . ButBUI Katchatag-
did

KatchatagKatchatag-
diddid say IllIllreceivedhhe received UTA check-

which
checkscheck\checkchecks-

which
\

which later bounced .. ""II had somesonicsonic-

that
some-

IhatthatIhat wentwenl intoinlO my account that-

bounced
Ihat-

bounced
thatIhat

bounced and afteraller thatthaI II wouldn't-
take

wouldn'twouldntwouldn't-
take

''
take checcheckss , " KatchatagKatchalag Mid1IH1dsaid ..

The former chairman later-

said
laterlater-

saidsaid ., ""BecauseBecause of theIhe problem-
we

problemsproblem\problem\ ,.
we couldn'tcouldntcouldn' , depositdepooitlhemthem in the-

bank
lhe-

bank
thelhe

bank ,, .".. We made payments as-

they
aas

theyIhey came inIn;; cashierscahjen, checks for-

service
forfor-

servlceServiceservlce *$ (were ) provided ( to) ven-

dons
ven-

don
venven-¬-

dorsdondons on an Immediate-needImmediateneed- habasisi-

How
i\i\ ..

How UTA will pay for the-

checks
thethe-

checkschecks IKis unclear .. Financial-
sources

FinancialFinancial-
sourcessources have not been mentioned-

UTA's
mentionedmentioned-

UTA's
mentioned-

UTA'sUTA'sUTAs'' new treatreasurerlIrer said he-

hadn't
hehe-

hadn'thadn'thadnt'' received any figuresligures on the-

financial
tbe-

fmanclal
thetbe

financialfmanclal status of UTA-

The
UTA-

The
UTAUTA-

TheThe treasurer or UTA

membersmember have not statedtated how-

much
howhow-

mumumuthmuchh money hahas been rUIed-
through

raisedrUI\edrUIedraised-
through

\
through membershipmembe"hlpmembehlp" fcefees A-

brochure
AA-

brochurebrochurebrochuretates\states\tatestates ., ""WhatWhat isinI the-

UTA
thethe-

UTAUTA membershipmemberlhlp feefee11t? It'sIts'' flexi-

ble
flexiflexlflexi-¬'-

ble ;; It slideslide fromrrom $$500500S() per year-

for
yearyear-

forfor large tntribese to a minimumnunhnum ofof-

SZSO$$250250SZSO$150150 per year "" There is1\1\1nono-

public
nono-

publicpublic record of fee funds-

"We
fundsfundfunds-

"We
,

""WeWe arcare astruggling\IrugghngIrugghngaIrugghngstrugglingorganiza\ organiza-
Lion

organizaorgllmZ8orgllmZ8-
tlontlonLion( ton and we have to10 be in10 debl-

BId
debtdebl ,.,

'"'

\said\BIdBId UTA'sUTAsUTA\UTAUTAnewly.elected' \ newly-electednewlyelectednewly.electednewlyelected--. vicevice-

chairman
vice-

chairmanchairman , Percy Nusunginya-
Under

NusungmyaNuungmyaNusunginyaNusungmya-
Under

Nuungmya-
Under

,
Under the previousprevlou leadership-

Bill
leaderlhlp-

Bill
leadershipleaderlhlp

Bill Brat'yBratyBrattyBrady' servederved aas' vice-
chairman

Vice-

chairman
vice

chairman
chairmanBrady

BradyllIdBradysaidBrady \said\llIdllId ,. '''II resignedre\lgnedrelgned\ my-

position
mymy-

pomlonpositionpomlon SitkaSitko Community-
Association

CommunityCommunity-
A'IIClatlonAssociationA\'IIClatlonA'IIClatlonIIClatlon\'( did not resignre\lgnrelgn\ its-

position
IIits'

pqpositionition ( from UTA ) My time-
w

lime-

wIth
timelime

wwIthwth|th other dutiesduties would keep me-

from

mem-
efmfromfrcmfm,)! serving effectivelyeffecllvely . " But-

other
Bul-

other
ButBul

other sources say thailhalthat Brady-

resigned
BradyBrady-

relgnedresignedre\lgnedrelgned\ becausebecau\CbecauC\ the board was-

not
wawas

not keptkepi informedmformcd of financial-
masers

IinanclUl-
malte

financialIinanclUl
maltemasersmutcrsmutcrsFrankmasersFrank

) .
Frank O0 WilliamsWdllam\WdllamWdllamof\ of SitkaSilka alsoal'oaloalso-

resigned '<)

resignedre\ignedreigned\
resignedWilliamffreignedWilliamresignedWillianii

WilliamWilliamffWillianiiWillianiiexplainedexplainedesplumed thaiIhalthatthat-
although

Ihal-

althoughalthough he supportssuppon the concept-
of

conceptelnceplelncepl-
of

(
ofofJT\\JTJTUTAA ., he wawas, not given vital-

financial
vitalvllalvllal-

financialfinancial information ,

"II" 1. really didn'tdidnt' get too much-
information

muchmuch-

IlfomullloninformationIl\fomulllonIlfomulllon\ on how the financeslinuncesfnunceifnuncei-
were

linunces-
were

,

were being handled ,, " Williams-
said

Wi1Iium-

ald
WilliamsWi1Iium

\said\aldald .,

UTAUTA'sUTAs' , former treasurertreaurer, also-
decided

aho-
decided

alsoaho
decided not to run againagalD because-

he
becaue-

he
becausebecau\ebecaue\

he hadn'thadnt'' been given any figures-

Gary
figuresligure

Gary Rickets said that earlier this-

year
thlthis

year ,,. ,severaleveral staffersIaffe" pulled him

,

office!asidealde, in10 the UTA officeornee aniand$ ask-

ed
8kask8k-

ed

,sk

cded him .. ""PoPo0o17o you know what s-

going
s,

gogoing109 on ?I' '. They qUIquicklyly filled-
Ricketts

filledfilled-
RlckeuRickettsRlckeu mIn on the situalionsituafumItua/uItuau/ n> UTA-

wps

UTAUTA-

wwwpswai? spendingspend'ngspendng' moneymouey ftItit did noinolnotnot-

have
nol-

h'lvehh'lvehlvehave' ve E-

Rickets

I-

Rltkel
iEi-

RicketsRicketsRltkel' 'said'adad, thatth.uthu. hdhJhdWenlhJWenth <l wentWenl to-

thenChairman
1-

0thenChairman
to10

ihcn-ChqirmanihcnChqirmanthen-ChairmanthenChairman- SheldonShel4pn Kai-

c.hatag

Kal-

chatagand
KatKalKai

chatagc.hatagchatagand. endand explainedesplumedexpldined that itifI ' UTA-

couldn't
UTAUTA-

couldncouldn'tcouldntcouldn'' , pay "Usits, htllbills, ,. the-

organization
Ihe-

MgahlaUon
theIhe

organi/atlonorganiatlonMgahl/aUonMgahlaUonorganization/ would become ,,

"""justjust"JutJut, anotherunother badbadcreditcredit mk-

"It
riskmkrisk-

"It
risk-

"It""ItIt laketakes, money , " ,said-
Ricketts

saidaidaid-
RlckeURickettsRlckeU ,,. """youyou justJU\tJUt\ ccantcan'tcantnt*' go out-

and
outout-

andand run off on rhetoricrhetorc, ". It soonsoon-

became
soon-

hecamebecamehecame evident to RickelRicketts" ,.,

however ,. that nothingnothmg wawas', going-
to

goinggomggomg-
toto be done-

"It
donedone-

"It
done-

"It""ItIt really upupsets'"" me They-

didn't
TheyThey-

dadndadndidn'tdidnt' \ thinkthUlk aboutUOOuI the eaucause," and-

all
undandun-

dalllboeallalllbo\ealllboethose\ )XXpoor" people who work-
ed

work-

ed
workwork-¬-

ed theirlbelr tnittsbuu\buubuttsbuuoff
. ,

\ off arenaren'tarent''II even get-

ting
Bel-

ting
get-

nng
get-getBel-Bel--

""nngting paid
SomeSomeIfpf\IfIfof\ UTAUTA'sUTAs' former staff-

have
staffstaff-

huvehavehuve considered takinglaking the-

organization
Ihe-

organization
theIhe

organizationorganization0lo\00to\ tasktak, with ihetbethethe-

Dept
tbe-

DeplDcplDeplDept of LaborLab\lrLablr\ over nnon-
payment

nonnOnon-< /OO/ ¬.-

payment ..

Charlie KairaiukKalfaluk ,. UTA'sUTAsUTA\UTAUTAnew''\ new-

chairman
newnew-

chairmanchairman ttashasas refusedrefu\CdrefuCd\ numerous-
opportunities

numerousnumerous-
opopopportunitiesoMUnitlC\oMUnitlCoMUnitlCto\ to comment on what-

steps
whatwhat-

'teps'steps'tepsteps ,, if any ,., UTA'sUTAs' new leader-

ship
leader-

hlp
leaderleader--¬-

shiphlp will take to10 putlJt It'sIts11\1111linances'\ financeslinanceslinancesI-

II
finances-

ininIII order
orderIn
In a recent telephone interview-

UTA's
InterviewInterview-

UTAUTAUTA'sUTAs'' , new treasurerlreaurer, ChesterCheterChester-
Ballet

Cheter-
Ballet

,
BulletBalletBalletBId\said\BIdBId ,. ""ItIt iis, a large debt and-

we
andand-

wewe will do everythingeverythmg we can toto-

gel
to-

getgelget themIhem paid off It'sIts11\1111going'' \ going to-

take
toto-

taketake a lot of workworkonon my partpan the-

council's
thethe-

counulcounulcouncil'scouncils'" purlparIpart


