
Rural power subsidies retained
I

IStlpenor
i

SuperiorStlpenor Court Judge Bnan-

Shortell
BrianBnanBrian-

ShortellShortcllShortell hahas. approved the useue, of-

funds
ofof-

fllndfundsfllnd, to maintainmamtalll rural electric-
subsidies

electricelectn,
,subsidiesub"dleubdle" ' pendingpendlllg Supreme Court-

determination
CourtCourt-

determmatlondeterminationdetermmatlon of whetherwhcther or not-

the
nOi-

Ihe
notnOi

theIhe fundfunds. were unconstitutional-
ly

unconstitutionaluncontltullondlunconstitutional-, -¬.

lyIy appropriatedappropndted The decisiond I'lonIlon' ,,

whichwhllh alsoaho permits useu.eue. ool([ fundfunds-
for

funds.
for aII financingfinllncmg plan forforf\rfr\, the-

Bradley
thethe-

Brddley
the-

jj
BradleyBrddley LakeLuke Hydroelectric Pro-

ject
Pro-ProPro ¬.-

ject ,, putputs, on hold ,, for thoihoicthosee two-

purposes
twotwo-

purposespurposepurposes;. ,,. the immediate impact-
of

Impact-
of

impact
of his earlierearher decisionemlon thatthut the-

funds
thethe-

f'mdfundsf'mdfmd' , were appropriatedappropnated by thethe-

1984leghlature19841984leghlaturelegislature in anIIn IIncod.tltu-

I

uncotlstitu-

I

uncotlstitu-

tionul
IIncod.tltu-

tronlll

uncoiistitu-

jtional
uncoiistitu-uncoiistituIIncod.tltu-IIncod.tltuuncotlstitu-uncotlstitu. -

I
jtionaltronllltionul Pction-

Trustees

ctlonIPctionIpctionctlon
II(

Trustees for AlaskaAlabka and the-

Alaska
thethe-

AlakaAlaskaAlaka, Public Interest Research-
Group

ResearchResearch-
GroupGroup ,, the co-plaintiffscoplaintiffsco-plamtffplamtff-- , . who won-
the

wonwon-
thethe originalorlgmal lawsuit , expressedexpressed-
dtlsfllctton

expressed-
satisfactionSatisfaction\dtlsfllcttondtlsfllctton\ at the temporary-
restoration

temporarytemJlllrarytemJlllrary-
re.toratlonrestorationre.toratlonretoratlon. of the Power Cost-
Equalization

Co.t-
Equahzatlon

CostCo.tCot.
EqualizationEquahzatlon Fund ,, which pro-
vides

pro-propro -¬.
videsvides state funds to10 subsidize-
rural

bubbidize-

rural
subsidizebubbidize

rural powerJIIIwer costs so80 that they are-

equivalent
areare-

equivalentequivalent totanulbelttlHllIlbeltrailbelt costs . ""We-
were

"WeWe"We-
werewere concerned aboutab9ut the effect-

of
effecl-

of
effecteffecl

of the court'scourts' initialrulinginitialintllal rulingrulmg on thethe-

rural
the-

ruralruralsubsidiesrural subsidies becausebecaue, we sym-

pathize
sym-

pathize
sym-symsymsym--¬-

pathize with theIhe energy cost pro-
blems

propro-¬-
blemsproblemsfacing rural AlaskaAlaka, 'Th'this-
ruling

This'this"
rulingruhng will keep the program gogo-

ing
go-go¬.-

ingmg until the legislature funds the

iI

..ububsubsidy, y withwithaa legal approappWappropriaria-

tion
na-

lion
na-naria-ria¬-

tionlion , " .said.aidaid Bob Adler , attorney-
for

altorney-
for

attorneyaltorney
for the two publicpubll, interestmtcrcII group-
s"AKPIRG

groupsgroup.
"."AKPIRGAKPIRG"AKPIRGandAKPI RG and TrusteesTru'leeTrulee' , for-

Alaska
forfor-

AldkaAlaskaAldka, alsoalo, believebeheve thatthai the long-

term
long-

term
long-

term
long-long-

term effectseffecls of the lawsuit will-

ultimately
willwill-

uilimatelyultimatelyuilimately be ofsignificantof "significant"gntficantgntficant helpbelphelp-
toto10 rural AlaskansAla.kanlAlakanl. 'the'the court's-
original

,court'scourtsburt '"
originalorlglllal ruling will pjtohibltprohibitprohlbll

(,

thethe-

leg"lalure
the-

legislaturelegislatureleg"lalureleglalure" from automatically-
spending

aalomdtt'ally.-
pendlng

automaticallyaalomdtt'allyaalomdttally'.spending.pendlngpendlng more thanthdn aII quarter-
billion

qUarter-
bllhon

quarter
billionbllhon dollarsdollarb annually on two-

massive
twotwo-

ma.slvcmassivema.slvcmaslvc. rrailbeltllbelt powerpowerpowerprojectsprojects-
without

prllJets-
wltbout

projectsprllJets,
withoutwltbout determiningdetermmlngdeterminingtdeterminingwhetherdetermmlngI I'

t,
whether-

other
whetherwhether-

otherother state needsneed for thlthis$ money-
arse

moneymoney-
ararsearare, moremormore,

' Importantimportanti j, These-

automatic
TheseThese-

automaliCautomaticautomaliC appropriationsappropriation . would-

have
wouldwould-

havehave meant that the moneymoneywouldwould-
not

wouldwould-
notnot have been available for-

building
forfor-

bUlldlbUlldlbuildingg schoolsFschoolsFhospitalsschools , hospitalsho\pltalshopltals\ ,,

energy projectsproJect$ and other need-

ed
need-

ed
needneed-¬-

ed facilities in rural communitiescommunlttecommunities-
and

,
andandelsewhereelsewhere In AlaskaAla.kaAlaka. In factfllCt ,,

the continuingcontmumg appropriationsapproprlallons for-

the
forfor-

thethe two projects already consum-
ed

eonum-
ed

consumeonum-eonumconsum-$ ¬-

ed more than halfhalfofof the capitolcapitol-

badget
capitol-

budgetbudgetbadget this year , leavingleavmg little-
money

httle-
money

littlehttle
money for other worthy capital-
needs

capitalcapital-
needsneeds .., We are very pleased to get-

a
getget-

aa rulingruhng puttingpuum& an end to this un-

constitutional
unun-

con'lIlutional
un-un¬-

constitutionalcon'lIlutionalconlIlutional' budget practice-
while

pracllce-
while

practicepracllce
'

while atal the .same.ameame timehme avoiding-

the
avoidingavoldmgavoldmg-

thethe impact that ruralruml AlaskaAldbka migh-
thave

mightmigh-
thavehave felt ".


