
ofcaokla university army ADFG
cooperating in caribou study

the university of oklaho-
ma in cooperation with the
united states army and the
alaska department of fish and
game will soon continue their
study of the disease incidence
and transmittal in the caribou
population along the north slope
of the alaska range between
big delta and healy said jerry
kocer leader of the group

caribou are pursued with a
helicopter and darts containing
a drug are fired from a c02CO 2
powered gun at close rangeorange the
caribou is immobilized shortly
after the drug enters the blood-
stream and the crew extracts a

blood sample places a number-
ed metal tag in each ear and an
orange plastic ear streamer in
one ear the drugug soon wears
off and the animal is on its way
saidkocersaid kocer

we have tagged 208 caribou
in the last three years and hope
to immobilize an additional 75
this spring said kocer

the department of fish and
game will analyze one half of all
the blood samples observe move-
ments of earmarkedear marked caribou
from the air and obtain material
to verify caribou age determina-
tion techniques

sportsmen are asked to bring
the entire head or the ears and
jaw of ear tagged caribou they
shoot and to report sightings of
earmarkedear marked caribou to the alaska
department of fish and game

the caribou hunting season
ends march 31


