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Coordinating the project willwill-

be
will-

bebe Stephen Conn , lawyer , andand-

Arthur
and-

ArthurArthur Hipplerllippler , anthropologist ,

both with Univ . of Alaska InIn-InIn-

stitute
¬.-

stitute of Social , Economic andand-

Governmen
and-

GovernmentGovernmentGovernment ResearchResearch-
ItIt is an attempt , said Conn ,

"toto" have thetine system work forfor-

the
for-

thethe peoplepeopl
,

insteadmstead of workingworking-
them

working-
themthem over..

"
The projectpr :>ject is beingbemg fundedfunded-

by
funded-

byby $70,00070000$ , from the NationalNational-
SCience

National-
ScienceScience Foundation . The 18-1818-

month
1818-

month
-.

month projectproJcct had the supportsupport-
of

support-
ofof the Alaska Supreme Court ,

including Chief Justice JayJay-

RabinowItz
Jay-

RabinowitzRabinowitz and the late ChiefChief-

Justice
Chief-

JusticeJustice George Boney , at thethe-

time
the-

timetime it was presented to thethe-

NSF
the-

NSFNSF .

Chief Justice RabinowitzRabinowitz-
wrote

Rabinowitz-
wrotewrote that "TheThe" Court hashas-

found
has-

foundfound that past research concon-con-

ducted
¬.-

ducted by Conn and HipplerIlipplerHippler-
has

Ilippler-
hashas offeredofferednewnew insights intointo-

the
into-

thethe solution of these problems .

"ShouldShould" the proposal bebe-

funded
be-

fundedfunded , the court will continuecontinue-
toto collaborate with the investiinvesti-investi-

gators
investi-

gators
¬-

gators so that they may definedefine-

and
define-

andand test useful procedures thatthat-

may
that-

maymay enhance the quality ofof-

rural
of-

ruralrural Alaskan justice .
"

The plan proposed by ConnConn-

and
Conn-

andand HipplerIlippler , both ofofwhomwhom havehave-

done
have-

donedone extensive studies of bushbush-

justice
bush-

justicejustice , offers a number ofof-

options
of-

optionsoptions , but two models likelylikely-
to

likely-
toto be tested are a grand juryjury-
in

jury-
inin the village and a sentencingsentencing-
council

sentencing-
councilcouncil ..

"TheThe" Little Grand Jury " of
12 villagers would have thethe-

power
the-

powerpower to take complaintscomplainis forfor-

violations
for-

violationsviolations of state misdemeanorsmisdemeanors-
oror village ordinances .

The group would then concancon-con-

duct
¬.-

duct an investigation , and certifycertify-
cases

certify-
casescases selectivelyselect vely to the magismagis-magis-

trate
¬.-

trate court after a findingmdingfmdingf thatthat-
the

that-
thethe offense has been committed .

The grand jury could enen-enen-

courage
¬.-

courage either a private settlesettle-settle-

ment
¬.-

ment between the parties inin-in¬-

volvedvalved along lines suggested byby-

the
by-

thethe grand jury or could coco-coco-

operate

¬.-

operate with the court in10 dede-dede-

fining
de-

fining
¬-

fining conduct that would eraseerase-

an
erase-

anan arrest if satisfactorily acac-acac-

complished
ac-

complished
¬-

complished .

The little grand jury would bebe-

offered
be-

offeredoffered as an alternative to thethe-

formal
the-

formalformal filingfilmg of a criminalcnmmal comcom-com-

plaint
¬.-

plaintplamt.. It would compensatecompensate-
forfor an absence of plea bargainbargam ¬.,

ing109 in10 rural Alaska , where atat-atat-

torneys
¬.-

torneys do not often representrepresent-
the

represent-
thethe state or village or defendent ..

Finally , it would compensatecompensate-
forfor the failure of lay magistratesmagistrates-
toto reduce charges because ofof-

their
of-

theirtheir lack of trainingtraming in judicialjudicial-
procedure

judicial-
procedureprocedure .

The sentencing advisoryadvisory-
council

advisory-
councilcouncil would be called intointo-

action
into-

actionaction after a guilty plea , oror-

more
or-

moremore rarely , a trial and findingfinding-
of

finding-
ofof guilt , against the defendant..

At the request of the dede-dede-

fendant
de-

fendant
¬-

fendant , the sentencing advisoryadvisory-
council

advisory-
councilcouncil wouldwouldsitsit with thethe-

magistrate
the-

magistratemagistrate and in a publicpublic-
hearing

public-
hearinghearing discuss the offender'soffendersoffender's-
conduct

offender's-
conduct

'

conduct , "inin" light of his entireentire-
role

entire-
rolerole in the village and with anan-

eye

an-

eyeeye toward defining for thethe-

magistrate
the-

magistratemagistrate court a punishmentpunishment-
thatthat might be an alternativeaJternatlve toto-

a

to-

aa jail sentence or fine ," suggestsuggest-

Conn
suggest-

ConnConn and HipplerIlippler .

The goal of punishmentpunishment-
would

punishment-
wouldwould be to better assist thethe-

offender
the-

offenderoffender back into normal vilvil-vilvil-

lage
vil-

lage
¬-

lage life .

The council might also serveserve-

in
serve-

inin supervisory role , if the ofof-of-
fender

¬.-

fender were placed!
! aced on probation .

This participation by villagevillage-
residents

village-
residentsresidents wouldwouldcompensatecompensate forfor-
the

for-
thethe absence ofofotherother correccorrec-correc-
tional

correc-
tional

¬-

tional officers in rural AlaskaAlaska-
who

Alaska-
whowho prepare presentence reportsreports-
and

reports-
andandandsupervisesupervise conduct of thosethose-

fOllnd
those-

foundfoundfOllnd guilty .

The villages to be used asas-

test
as-

testtest grounds and the exactexact-
procedures

exact-
proceduresprocedures to be tested are stillstill-

being
still-

beingbeing decided upon , however ._


