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TheThe star of the show waswas-

Land
was-

LandLand . With an excellent techtech-tech-

nical
tech-

nical

¬-

nical crew and a fine supportingsupporting-
castcast , there was drama , tension ,

schmalt/schmaltschmaltzschmaltand/ , and conflictconnict but inin-

the

in-

thethe end , the star walked awayaway-

with
away-

withwith the show .

Against a backdrop ofofsoftsoftsoft-

green
soft-

greengreen , earth-coloredearthcolored-- maps , anoano-ano-

ther
ano-

ther

¬-

ther act in10 the continuing dramadrama-
of

drama-
ofof land in Alaska unfoldedunfol ed onon-

the
on-

thethe stage at the AlaskalandAlaskaland-
Theatre

Alaskaland-
TheatreTheatre in FairbanksF3Ifbanks , May 1717-

an

17-

andandan 18 .

The Joint Federal-StateFederalState- LandLand-

U

Land-

UseUseU e PlanningPlannlOg Commission heardheard-

testImony
heard-

testimonytestimony in that city to guidegUide-

in
guide-

inin the planning of 801\010:\ millionmillion-

acres
million-

acresacres of nationalnationalinterestinterest10 terest lands ,

the vast D-2D20-20- withdrawals mademade-

in

made-

inin conjunction with the SettleSettle-SetSettle-

ment
tle-tletle-

ment

¬-

ment of the Alaska Native LandLand-

Claims
Land-

ClaiinsClaimsClaiins .

The hearingshearmgs drew a smallsmall-

but
small-

butbut vocal crowdcrowdofof interestedinterested-
partIes

interested-
partiesparties and private citizens .

Speakers includedmcluded geologists ,

trappers , oilOJI men , native leaders ,

glacierlogistsglacierloglsts , engineers , guides ,

studentsstuden ts , conservationists , lawlaw-¬-

yers , and just plain people .

The Commission panel ,
dwarfed by the giant jigsawjigsaw-

maps
jigsaw-

mapsmaps set on the stage behindbehind-
them

behind-
themthem , listened with incredibleincredible-
patience

incredible-
patiencepatience and courtesy to aa-

hodgepodge
a-

hodgepodgehodgepodge of testimony thatthat-

would
that-

wouldwould task the mind of SoloSolo-Solo-

mon
¬.-

monmono.
monoWith

With many weeks behindbehind-
hemthemhem, and more weeks in frontfront-

of
front-

ofof them , the Commission isis-

conducting
is-

conductingconducting hearings in majormajor-

communities
major-

communitiescommunities of Alaska , manymany-

small
many-

smallsmall , remote villagesvillajesvllla es , and willwill-

also
will-

alsoalso journeyjurneyj urney stateside to garnergarner-

testImony
garner-

testimonytestimony from the otherother-
Americans

other-
AmericansAmericans in whose interestmterestmterest-
these

interest-
thesethese lands have been set asideamleamle-

by
aside-

byby the federal government .
.

Object of the hearings ish totlJtlJ-

gather
to-

gathergather informationIOformatlon from allall-

segments
all-

segmentssegments of the population onon-

suggestIOns
on-

suggestionssuggestions for distributiondl trlbution ofof-

the
of-

thethe lands intomto one of the fourfour-

federal
four-

federalfederal landlandsystemssystems NationalNationdlNationdl-
Parks

National-
ParksParks , Wildlife Refuges , the U.SUS. .

Forest Service , and Wild andand-

Scenic
and-

ScenicScenic Rivers .

Two pointspomts seem to bebe-

emerging

be-

emergingemerging out of the seriessenes ofof-

hearings

of-

hearingshearings throughout the state-statestate-

one
state-

one

-.

one , thattht:! scarcity of accurate

. T
knowledgeTknowledgeand data makes itit-

difficult
it-

difficultdifficult to assess the correctcorrect-
longrange

correct-
longrangelong-rangelongrange- usage of these lands ;

and two , thattllat there may be moremore-

than
more-

thanthan four options .

John Sackett , AthabascanAthabascan-
leader

Athabascan-
leaderleader , asked that the ComCom-Com-

mission
Com-

mission

¬-

mission pay special'special' attention toto-

views
to-

viewsviews expressed by villagers inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska , to the "voicevoice" of thethe-

Native
the-

NativeNative people ..""
Sackett called 80 millionmilhonmilhon-

acres
million-

acresacres an "excessiveexcessive" amount "
and questioned whether the( he D-2D20-2002l-
ands

D2-
lands

-

lands arearc to be "plannedplanned" for thethe-

full
the-

fullfullfullspectrumspectrum of man'smansmart'smarts' use .
"

GregoryGregoryslicholasNicholas'IIicholasIIicholasslicholas' from thethe-

Ah
the-

AhtnaAhtnaAh tna Corporation remindedremlllded thethe-

Commission
the-

ConullIssionCommissionConullIssion that ruralrurdl AlaskanAIJAlaskan-

natives
kmkm-

nJtlves
;

nativesnJtlves stillstili "dependdepend"dependon" on sourcesource-

ofof01 lifehfe huntinghuntmg and trappingtrap.pmgtrappmgtrap.pmg-

Therefore
trapping-

Therefore
.

Therefore protection is very imunIm-ImIm-

portJnt
un-

portant
¬-

portantportJnt to us .
"

SackettSdckelt and the CommissionCommIssIOn-

exchanged
Commission-

exchangedexchanged thoughts on how propro-pro-

tectIOn
pro-

tection

¬-

tection of native subsistencesublstencesub lstence isI-
Sto

is-

toto be achieved . ThisTI115 responsiresponsI-responsI-
bility

responsi-
bility

¬--

bilitybilitywaswas given to the SecretarySecretary-
ofof the Interior by thetheCongresstheCongress-
as

CongressCongress-

asas part of the Settlement of thethe-

Land
the-

LandLand Claims .

MowIlowHow much land and how

much protection is needed toto-

preserve

to-

preservepreserve the game and subsistsubsist-subsist-

ence
subsist-

ence

¬-

ence hunting was a subject onon-

which
on-

whichwhich there was little agreement ..

. Wilbur Mills , photographerphotographer-
andand advisor to the Commission ,

opposed mining or developmentdevelopment-
onon any D-2D20-20- national interestinterest-
lands

interest-
landslands .

"It'sIts"ItIt" ' hard to put intoIOto wordswords-

what
words-

whatwhat this kind1-.1I1d1.1I1d1.1I1d1I1d-. ofofundeveloped( undeveloped )}

country does for man ,
" he saidsaid-

"to
said-

"to"toto" explain the value ofofaa vastvast-

herd
vast-

herdherdherdofofofcaribcariboucarib\caribcaribthecarib .:. ' i\ , the value ofofaof-

of
of-

of
a

ofofaa native culture "

In attemptingattemptll1g to explainexplJII1 it .,

MillsMill\MillMillcalled\ calledcalledItit "thethe" Spirit'! pmt ol01of thethe-

North
the-

North
the-

NorthNorth "

On the other side. , de ol01of thethe-

picture

the-

picturepicture , speakers.peakeIpeakeI. ' ' lorfor thetire AlaskaAIJAlaska-

Oil
ka

Oil011 andJnd GasG a AssociationA lJCIJtlOn inIIIuigeduiged-

that
tiedgedged-

thJIthaithJIthat the Commissionl OJllJJ1I lOn not hJrhJr-

mlnerdl
barbar-

mineralmineralmlnerdl explorationexplorJtlon andJnd develdevel-deve-

lopment

deve-

lopment

¬-

opment on D-2D2D-:2:2- : landsIJnds Johnjohn-
McKeever

John-

McKeeverMcKeever remindedrenumlcd the ComCOIl1-COIl1Com-COIl1-

mISSion

Com-

mission

¬-

mission that the financialIII1JnclJI healthhealth-

of
health-

ofof both the State ol01of AlaskaAIJ kJ andamiami-

the
and-

tirethetire ntwnewnl:.w native regional corpcorp-corp-

orations

¬.-

orations arcare dependent on oil01101-

1and

oil-

andand gas reven ies1esJe

"II" urge thatthdt the CommissionCommission-
look

Commission-
looklook 3-dimensionally3dimensionally3.dlmenslonally3dlmenslonally-. at >, thethe-

surface
the-

surfacesurface and the sub-surfacesubsurface- ofof-

D2IanJ
of-

D2D-2D2D-2IanJD2IanJ- lands , " said McKeever .

Several speakers endorsedendorsed-
multIple

endorsed-
multiplemultiple use but there waswas-
debJte

was-
debatedebatedebJte about what agencyagency-
should

agency-
shouldshouldshouldadmlOlstershouldadministeradministeradmlOlster itIt.. EachEach-

federJI
Each-

federalfederalfederJI bureauhureau hadhadlIshaditsitslIs supporterssupporter ,

withwllh the ForestrI oresorest!,, Service and thethe-

BureJu
the-

BureauBureauBureJu of Land ManagementMJnJgemenManagement-
the

tt-

thethe mustmost111 0 . t frequentlyIrequently mentionedmentionedp-

OS
mentioned-

possibilitiespOSpossibilities
possibilitiesWhether

lhllltle> "

Whether or notnolriot either agencyagenCagency-
had

}
had thethL' structuretructure , manpowermJnpo\\ermJnpoermJnpoer-
and

manpower-
and

\
and the needed regulations toto-

lunctloll
to-

functionlunctlollfunction( unction effectivelytcctlvelyel in111 adminJdllllll-Jdlllllladmrn-admrnJdllllll-

l

admrn-

istenng

¬-

isteringistenngl terlt1\terlt1terlt1the\! the landsIJnd. in111 AlaskaALlskaAI.IAIIALlska-

was
. kJkJ-

wawaswa questionedqucstumedqll; ' llolied .

A IL\\ILhewILpeJkcr' \\ \peJkcrpeJkcrspeakers\ cJlledcalled for .11aa-

unique

. .-

1UIlHllIluniqueUIlHllIl ' Alaskan"IJIJ" kJIl agencyJgellL} and/orandor.lIld/lJr.lIldlJr.lIldlIldlJrandor-
pones

. .lIldlJr-

POhL

/

politsPOhLpones' ol01of land-uselanduse1.lnJ-u\C1.lnJuC1.lnJ1lnJuC. - \ AlaskaAI.IAIIAlaska-

land

. LILI-

IJndlandIJnd managed111.1t1.I\ed1111t1.Ied111.1t1.I1111t1Ied. . \!. and plannedplJnned Inbybby-

Alaskans

,
Alaskans1.1\J.J1\11J.J11.111J.J1JJ1A 1.1J.J1rJther.\. !\ ,. ratherrJther thanthJn Inhobh-
obeaururats

,

beaurauatsbe.lur.IUJhbelur.IUJhbelurIUJhbeaururats. ., in WashingtonWa lullgton ,. II()I ) (

I[IlIlhelie' largeIJrglIJrglhlll' ,. shin\hlllhlllstill\ ] )} mapmpmpl'gmapseg.! seg\l'gl'glgseg-

ments
\l'g-

Illenh
'

mentsIllenh arc.lrelreare. packedpJcked uptip at the endend-

ofol01of the dad.ldlday. >} and.IntiInti. shippedslupped alongJlollalong-

withwith thethL' CommissionContnussionCommls lon to thethe-

ne
the-

nextnextne .tt>. hearinghL'Jrl1ghLJrl1g' ! The mapsJJ1JP" lol-lolfol-fol1)111fol-

low

, ) -.

10low. thelllthem hereverwherever\ thcthey} go


