NEW CALF DROP — This year

born at. the University of Alaska's Musk Ox
Farm, bringing the total .herd to 121.

28 calves were

Above,

cows and calves graze peacefully in the pasture.
Mother and baby can easily recognize each other
at nursing time. (UA photo)

28 Musk Ox Calves Born This Spring-

Domesticated Musk Ox Give Birth Yearly

FAIRBANKS Springtime
at thé University of Alaska’s
Musk Ox  Farm means two
things - calves and qiviut.

Twenty-cight  calves’  were
born this spring at the farm
near the university's Fairbanks
campus, bringing the total herd
to 121.

The first calf was born May
I, and the last one arrived May
29.  Domesticated musk oxen
on the farm here give birth
yearly, while in their wild state
they nurse their young for a
longer period and give birth
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every other year.

Calves are born in the field,
but under the watchful eye of
a herdsman should any assistance
be needed. Most weigh about
24 pounds when they are born.
and are standing and nursing
within an hour after birth.

This year 21 males and seven
females were born, reversing the
male-female ratio of other years
which had heavily favored fe-
males.

The tough, sturdy babies are
soon running and playing bois-
terously —among  themselves.
Musk  ox mothers will often
leave their young in the care of
one cow to spend several hours
browsing away from the young.
But come feeding time, each
cow readily recognizes her own
calf.

May is indeed the busy month
on the 142-acre farm, for during
that period the musk oxen shed
their  soft  wooly underfur,
known as qiviut. The animals
are taken to the barn daily where

CATS AND KITTENS

Hundreds of unwanted and
homeless cats and kittens are
killed in Fairbanks every month.
Don’t be guilty of contributing
to their pathetic picture. If you
are concerned or would tike to
adopt a lovely neutered or spay-
ed cat, call your local Pet Pride
representative  for information.
Phone 456-7198.

can  weigh

herdsmen pluck the great shaggy
beasts as the qiviut works loose
through the long guardhairs.

The qiviut 1s spun commer-
cially into yarn, and then knitted
into lacy garments by villagers
throughout Alaska, providing a
supplemental income for many
rural families.

An adult musk-oxen, which
from 600 to 800
pounds depending on his age
and sex, usually yields about
six pounds of qiviut each spring
The gossamer-hight fur is soft,
yet incredibly warm and strong.
Only four ounces are needed to
knit a scarf four feet long.

Ultimate goal of the project
is 1o transport animals to village
field stations, where, working
through a cooperative, villagers
will herd -and care for the
animals,  collecting the qiviut
themselves in the spring when
it is shed.

16MM FEATURE FILMS
THE BEST, THE NEWEST

for your village movie shows
write DICK NORMAN

at

PICTURES, INC.

811 8th Ave., Anchorage
—Serving Alaska Since 1939—
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‘UNION OIL DISTRIBUTOR

for Tanana and Yukon Rive

also in the Nenana, Clear, Healy areas
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SAVOY BAR

423 2nd
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MANAGER:
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AL WRIGHT’S

AIR SERVICE

registered guide service
charter service

Alaska & Cana'a
singte & multi-zngine

Floats—Wheels— Skis
WRITE ORCALL
AL WRIZHT Box 3189
5 Mi. Airport Way—456-5502
Residence-Fairbanks—479-6939

AUTO GLASS & BODY SHOP
Authorized
Glass Installation
For All Makes of Cars
Complete Painting &
Body Work

320 2nd Ave. 452-1107
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MAY FAIR CATALOG SALES
Billiard Supplies—Bed cloth for
coin operated pool tables, coin
chutes, 3M spray cement, rebuilt
Waurlitzer-Seeburg used juteboxes.
1595 College Road, Fairbanks,.
Alaska Phone 456-4651.

o INDIVIDUALLY DESIGNED JEWELRY

o REPAIRING

o DIAMONDS — PRECIOUS AND
SEMI-PRECIOUS STONES

o YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR GOAL

Perdue Jewelry

o BankAmericord e Americon Express
« layawoys o Mail Ordens Welcome

Plonty of free Parking
706 Noble ® 456-5105

BIG RAY‘S SURPLUS
Send for Our Free Catalog

Top Value at low Prices

452-3458
507 2nd Avenue

ANNOUNCING

NEW CLINIC HOURS

BEGINNING JULY 3, 1972

Monday through Thursdays: 7 AM to 8 PM
Friday and Saturdays: 9 AM to 5 PM

THE FAIRBANKS MEDICAL
AND SURGICAL CLINIC, INC.

522 Fifth Avenue
Fairbanks

452-2127
Alaska

As of June

A NEW NAME
FAIRBANKS OPTICAL INC.

607 - 10th Ave.

(formerly Physician’s Optical Service)

Same Ownership
Same Management
Same Location

1,1972

452-5208
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FROM DATE OF DEPOSIT TO

DATE OF WITHDRAWAL

ST. FEDER AL

SAVINGS AND LOAN
ASSOCIATION OF FAIRBANKS

570 Gaffney

Road

500 Second Ave,

452-4471




