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ARCTIC WHALING AT VILLAGE OF POINT HOPE :

By LAEL MORGANMORGAN-

POINTPOINT HOPE , Alaska-EstherAlaskaEstherAla8ka-EsthelAla8kaEsthelAla8kaEsthel-
Kmgik

AlaskaEsther-
Kingik

-
KingikKmgik Bosta wrote a note to herhehe-

young
II-

youngyoung brother'sbrothers' teacher : "GussyGussy"GUSSGUSS"Gussy-
is

" }

is excused to go whaling .
" HelieIlelie-

would
Ile-

wouldwould be away six weeks .

It was April and the start ofojoj-

the
oo-

the
fe
f

the spring whalingwhalmg season off thetilethe-

restless
tile-

restless
e

restless ice of the Chukchi SeaSea-

when
,

when the Eskimos stake theirthetheir-

lives
r

lives for their groceries - thetilethe-

mammoth
tile-

mammoth
e

mammoth bowhead whalewhale-

Twelve
..

Twelve crews , remnants ofofaof-

thousandyear
of-

thousandyear
a

thousand-yearthousandyear- tradition , wouldwould-

set
woulwoul-

set
d
de

set off with open boats for thetilethe-

tllJwmg
tile-

thawing
e

thawingtllJwmg Arctic channels calledcalled-
"leads

callecalle-
"leads

d
"leadsleads10by12foot" ,

" campingcampwg in 10-by-10by10by1210-by210by210-by-12-by12- -. 12-1212-

foot
! -.

foot tentstenls on the treacheroustreacheroutreacherousI-

ce
treacherou-

ice
s

ice . I becamebec.lOwbeclOw. a cook for one ofof-

the
oo-

the
f

the crewscrew .

The lirsttIrstfirst water hadhJd openedopened-
up

openeopene-

tip
d

uptip April 12 and the village ot01of
400 had become tense withwIthexexex-

citemcnt
¬.

citementcltementcitemcnt A week earlierearher theIheIhe-

women
the-

women
e

women had sewed new sealskinseahklnseahkln-
covers

sealskin-

covers
n

covers over the light boat framesframes-

mJde
frames-

mademademJdeplywoodNowof driftwooddriftwoodandand plywood .

Now the preacher arrivedarnved byby-

snow
bb-

snow
y

snow machine to bless our craftcrilfr..

The crew knelt for a prayer , inmm-

terse
rr-

terse
n

terse tskimohIF sknno. 11110 , andandwewe were awayaway-
with

away-
with

y
withwith"amen"amenamen"

.

."" The two dogdog-
teams

dodo-

teams
g

teams went first , followed byby-

snow
by-

snowsnow machinesmachmes pullingpullmgpullmgourpullingourour boatboat-
and

boat-
aridandarid grub box .

THETIlE ICEIE(, IS a harsh , ever-everever-
changing

ever-
changmg

ever-
changing

-

changingchangmgchangingworldworld , bounded byby-

towering
by-

toweringtowering pressure ridges of frozfrQ.lfrQlfro-fro,-fro-
en

. ¬'

deepfreezesOuren blocks the sizeSlle of deepfreezesdeepfreeles .

Our first "leadlead" " was a narrownarrow-
pJn

narrow-
spin

w

spanspin,pJn ol01of blackblJck water thatthJt spunspun-
offolfoff01 I' darkdJrk mists shot with sun .

The men quickly anchored thethe-

gU

the-

guyguygU } ropes ofofourour tent to heftyhefty-

Ice

hefty-

iceice blocksbl'Ocks' . Three plywoodplywood-
planks

plywood-
planksplanks were laidJld.ISlaidas! Jld as.ISIS. flooring , andand-
aa stovetove , lashionedIJ\hlOnedIJhlOnedtashioned\ from an oil01101-

1drum
oil-

drumdrum , pulledpulledsmokesmoke throughthroughathrough-
prpe

through-
pipe

a
prpepipe bedded withWllh j.IIa. shieldsll/eldslleldshieldin/ in111 theIheIhe-

canvas
the-

canvascanvas roolrootroof .

OutsideOUblde a sharp windwmd toretore-
from

tore-
fromfrom the northwestnorthwet , adding stingsting-
to

sting-
toto the sub-zerosubzerosub.zerosubzero-. temperature .

Inside , secure with a large dish-dishdish-

pan
dldish-

pan
h-hh-

pan
-

pan ol01of seal blubber chunks toto-

f
to-

re
to-

firefiref re the stove , we drankdrJllk tea andaridand-

waIted
arid-

waitedwaited for the windwmd to drop .

Our harpoon and dartingdartmg gunsguns-

modest
,

modest weapons patentedpatentedInin thethe-

1860s
the-

1860s1860s , were ready inITl the bowbow-

of
bow-

ofof the boat..

Our captaincaptam , BernardBernJrd NashNJshNash-

waited
,

waitedwJlted withwithapparentapparent calm , butbut-

he
but-

hehe wasIVas actuallyJctually tense insidew"dewdew"de-
Tim

inside-
This

"

TinsTimThisTim'oJSwas\'oJS'oJSoJS\' hishl second year asa aa-

cJptJln
a-

captaincaptamcJptJlncaptain and he hadhJd yet to getget-

hl
get-

hishishl\hlhlwhale\ whale HelieIle waswa , an excellentexcellent-
hunter

excellent-
hunterhunter ,. he hadhJd been harpoonhJrpoonhJrpoon-
man

harpoon-
mallmanmall on the crew thatthJt killedkilled-

I'oml
killed-

PointPointI'omlIoml' Hope'sHopes1I0pt"s1I0ptsHope'secordhope'srecord" ' -ecordecord.ecordrecord-. w'lale.awlale.awlaleaw'lJleawlJleaw'wleawwlea''
., 65-65,5565(, -.

footer . But last year , helie leftleft-

Ius
left-

hishisIus crew partwaypartwly; through, thetlthe-

season
> ee-

rr season to take a constructionconstruction-
r

construction-
jobrr-

year's
r jobJoboutsideoutside the village . This
, year'syears' hunt wasw s outfittedoutfittedatat aa-

costcost of nearly $700700$ from hishis-

mcometax
his-

incometaxincome-taxincometaxmcome-taxmcome- refund , unemployunemploy-unemploy-
ment

unemploy-
ment

¬-

ment check and toodloodfood stampsstjll11psstjamps .

ItItwaswas important thatthaI we scored .

, Our ice expert was Gus Ko-KoKo-

wunnai

Ko-

wunnal

-

wunnaiwunnalwunnar Sr .. Good-naturedGoodnaturedGoodnaturedand- andand-

alwaysalways jokingjokmg , helie is one of thethe-

toughest
the-

toughesttoughest , wisest men the ArcticArctic-

cancan produce . Also in thetlie crewcrew-

was
crew-

waswaswasSamSam-Sam- Nash , Bernard'sBernards' sonson-
whowho bears the name ofofaa famousfamous-
whaler

famous-
whalerwhaler who was hisIus grandfather ..

Sam was a bookworm , butbul heliehe-

hadhad been on the ice most of his
21 years} ears andarid was a good manman-

with
man-

withwith a paddle .. So were Earl[ arlarl-

KmglkKingikKmglkKingrk , Isaac KilhgvukKllhgvuk , NormanNorman-
Onmlk

Norman-
OninikOmmkOnmlkOninik and MorrisMorns Oviok - allall-

young
all-

youngyoung and strong , all trainedtramed toto-

thethe ice from childhoodclllldhood .

Gussy KowuniuKowunna Jr1-11the- ., , the 13-1313-

j
1313-

yearold
-.-

j)year-oldyearoldear-oldearold- excused fromfromchoolschool\choolchool\ ,

was our "boyboy" " and had thethe-

hardesthardest job of the lot.. HelIeIlelIe-

fetched
Ile-

fetchedfetched andandcarnedandcarriedcarriedcarned , stayed upup-

allall night to tend the stove , diddid-

allall the dirty work . But , as anan-

apprenltce
an-

apprenticeapprenticeapprenltce whaler , helie would getget-

aa man-si/edmansiedman-slledslledman-sizedsized- / share of the kill.. HelieIlelie-

dreamed
Ile-

dreameddreamed that next year or thethe-

year
the-

yearyear after helie would take hisIllsIlls-

place
his-

placeplace at the paddlepaddlelis. His/lislisIris/ sister ,

Esther Bosta , waswa , our head cookcook-

and
cook-

andand my bossbQSS in the absence ofof-

the
of-

thethe captain'scaptainscaptalO\captalOcaptalOwllc'\ wifewllc . She was wellwell-

traveledtraveledtraveledandand educatedeJucated ,, and hadhad-

become
had-

becomebecome a city dweller... But sheshe-

came
hehe-

camecame home lorfor whalingwhallOg becausebecause-
she

because-
sheshe loves the ice and iss soughtsought-

after
sought-

afterafter as a cook .

THETilE CRY WAS "AGV1KAGV1K"AGVIKAGVIK" "
theIhe EskimolskllnoLskuno: word for "whalewhale" ..""
OltenOften it was notriot given . RatherRattler ,.

the watch fromfro\11fro11\ a crew fartherfJrtherfJrther-
down

farther-
downdown the channel wouldwouldalertalert usus-

by
us-

byby makingmaklOg a broadbroadsWlmmmgbroadswimmingswimmingsWlmmmgsWlmmmg-

mota
swimming-

motionmotionmotall> with hisIllS arm , silence waswas-

one
was-

oneone olotof our weapons .

ThefheFile men actedactedasas one , quickqUick-qUick-

ly
quick-

ly

¬-

ly taking their seats in the boat..

Kowunna pushed off , tooktoo). hisIJlsIJls-

place
his-

placeplace in the stern with the steersteer-steer-

109

steer-

ing

¬-

ing109 oar , and they movedmovedoutout ,

pushingpu hmg their paddles soundlesslysoundlessly-
through

soundlessly-
throughthrough the waterwaler . The bow-bowhowhow-bow-

head
how-

head
-.

head was nearly three timestllnestones thethe-

Slle
the-

sizesizeSlle of the boat , but it was wary .

ItItsurfacedsurfacedsurfacedandandandsoundedsounded , comingcomlOgcoiningcomlOg-
up

coining-
tipuptip out ofofrangerange . Our crewcrew-

returned
crew-

returnedreturned , pulled the boat outout-

and
out-

andand carefully knockedknockedICYicy skimSkll11skintSkll1-
1oft

skint-

oftoffoft the hullhullwithwith their paddlespa dle5 .

SpiritsSplTlt5 were stillstIli high . TheThe-

seasonseasonJon, hadhJJhadstartedstartedtartedtartedearlystartedearlyearly andJndJnd-

there
and-

therethere would behe many more

-_ -__ - _ _ _ U " .

WHALERS COOK TENT - The whaler'swhalers' tent isI-
Snot

is-

notnot always for shelter for the whalers whowho-
seldom

who-
seldomseldom enter it even to warm up . It is primarilypnmanlypnmanly-
for

primarily-
forfor cooking theth food for the crew . OftentimesOftentimes-
women

Oftentimes-
womenwomen cookco'okcook' along with a "flunkyflunky" " for nalpIlalphelp .

#

K5K-

5s.iti

.
s.itisiti.... "

WHALERS SET FOR CHASE - Bernard Nash'sNashsNash's-
whatlng

Nash's-
whaling

'

whalingwhatlng crew is vigorously settingsettrng its paddle pacepace-
after

pace-
afterafter seeing a bowhead whale surface withinwlthmwlthm-
approach

within-
approachapproach distance . The umiak ( skmboatsklnboatskinboat ) is 2424-

feet
24-

feetfeet long designed for paddle propulsion and the

whaleswh eL. .

Among Point HopeisIlopels1lopeis , it'sits'' thethe-

mark
the-

markmark ofofaa man to go withoutwithout-
sleep

without-
sleepsleep for days . Even at thethe-

begmnlllg
the-

beginningbeginningbegmnlllg of the season , whenwhen-

the
when-

thethe weather was savagely cold ,

our huntershuntCshuntes(( shunnedhunned the comfortcomfort-
of

comfort-
ofofofourour tent , keeping.eepmgeepmg).keepingwarm.eepmgwafl11war-mwarmwafl11warm- .inin.lit-litlit-

stead
¬.-

steadsleadsleadalatal thcthe( lie water'swaters.atcr's.atcrsatcrs. ' edge . WhenWhen-

the
When-

thethe whales came through enen-

masse
en-

massemasse , the men wouldwouldnotnot eatcatcat-

and
cat-

andand might spend fivef ve hourshours-

straight
hours-

straightstraight at.ItIt. their paddles . TheyThey-
would

They-
wouldwould return crusted withwill) lroen-
bflne

fro/enfroenlro/enlrofrozenfrozen-
brine

/
brinebflne and send Gussy to10 thethe-

tent
the-

tenttent to exchange their frozenfrozen-

gloves
frozen-

glovesgloves for dry ones . Only ococ-ococ-

casionally
¬.-

casionallycaslOJ1Jlly wouldwouldaa man comecome-
to

come-
toto the tent to warm upupororor-

chJnge
or-

changechangechJnge clothes .

The whales would appear justJust-
about

just-
aboutabout any timelime . SometimesSometn11es theythey-
urfaced

they-
surfacedsurfacedurfaced,surfacedininm a "leadlead" " so smallsmall-
you

small-
youyou wouldn'twouldnt' expect a duck toto-

land
to-

landland " ereIe ... SometimesSometlO1es theythey-
travel

they-
traveledtraveleuSTertraveltraveled1''WierWierter darkdMk , and somesonic-sonicsonic-
times

¬.-

times in iia blanket of fogfogwhenwhenwhen-
floJtmg

when-
floatingfloatingfloJtmg ice was at its mostmost-
unpredlctJble

most-
unpredictableunpredictableunpredlctJble and dangerousdangerous-

A
angeflu\angefluangeflu-

A
) \

A whale"halehale" can traveltravelaboultravelaboutaboutaboul 50501-

1111e

50-
mulesmiles11111e\11111emules11111ean\ an hour ifIIit he putsput\putput1m\ his1m1m-

Illl
his-

mindmindIlll d to it , KowunnaKowul1nJ toldtoldmememe-

One
me-

OneOne olofoflhethe Pointloll1tPllirlt) Honelope1I0peI boatsbOJI> canCJncall

I
A

71
,

, 'aa' d cYcY-
rcYisisra Rra4 r3 r

_ . " . " - '-- '" " .- ., , - " . , . _ p " . , -,

The flunky is a youth 12 to 14 years old . HeHe-

builds
He-

buildsbuilds fires , makes coffee and tea and generallygenerally-
makes

generally-
makesmakes himself useful for the older whalerswhalers-

LAEL

whalers-

LAEL

whalers-

LAEL

.

-LAELLAEL- MORGAN Photo

design enables the whalers to overtake whaleswhales-

that
whales-

thatthat swim at normal speed . Whaling , althoughalthough-
exciting

although-
excitingexciting , is a grueling way of subsistencesub lstence huntinghunting-
for

hunting-
forfor the Arctic whalers .

whalersLAEL
-LAELLAEL- MORGAN Photograph

gomaybefaster12 nnleinlllesmiles an.1/1.11.11. / hour or maybemaybe-
fasterfaster if the crew is good .

"WhenWhen" you see a whalewlule youyou-

gutta
you-

gottagottagutta work , work , work . WorkWork-

like
Work-

likelike hell to catchcatch'Ii'iiniin'IiIi'
11n . . . WorkWork-

untIl
Work-

untiluntil you} OU sweatSYd al ,:"' KowunnuKowunnaKowurin.iKowuriniKowunna-
said

Kowurin.i-

said
.

said . You mustmu\mumutrlke\ ( striketrlke himhUllhint fromtfrom-

behind
romrom-

behmdbehindbehmdbehmdorbehindoror directlydnectl } inIIItit front , lorforfor)-

1IS
for-

hishis)1IS1IS) eyes arearc on the sidesside , ilif" heliehe-

sees
lie-

seessees you , he'llhellhc'lIhclI' moveIllove our . ParPar-ParPar-
ticularly

¬.-

ticularlytlcularly withwllhwllhourwithourour outdatedould.lledouldlledould.lled-
weapons

outdated-
weapons

.

weapons , our crew needed thethe-

Jdvantage
the-

advantageadvantageJdvantage olof surprisesurprr e .

The women'swomens' lot waswa lessTesslesTes-

sexciting

,
excitingexcltmg th-inthinthUJth.mthm-,. the men'smensmen\menmenbut'\' , but we"ee"e-
were

we-

were
"

were an important support'IupporlIupporl' teamICdT11ICdT1-

1Coo

team-

CookingCookingCoo ). II1g on the( lie oil drum stovetovestove-
and

tove-
JndandJndJndaandaa small ColemanColenun burnerhurner , wewe-

turned
we-

turnedturnedturnedoutout endlessen le " mealsl11eahl11eahofofofcarrofcancaricarr-carrcancarr-

bou
can-

bou
¬-

bou stew , boiled polarpolJr bearbeM ,

muktukmukluk ( edible whale skinSkill ,

whichwhichISis dehcousdelicousdehco ", with mustard )

and eiderelder duck . The mealsmeal\mealmealWCre\ wereWCreWCr-
eserved

were-

servedservedservedwithservedwillwithwill) pilotpdot bread Uhlck( thick ,

bland crackerscrack rs ) and yeast doughdough-dough-

nuts
dough-

nuts
¬-

nuts , which.llIchllIch.llIchwewhichwe. we made by thethe-

grJs
the-

grassgrossgrJs\grJsgrassgrJs11\ in11\11\11thethe dishpandlhpJn,
, fashioningfafashioning-

them
ll1onllJgll1onllJg-

themthem withwithourour lingersfmgerfingers, withoutwithout-
the

without-
thethe aidaidofof a cuttercutler.. I was clumsyclumsy-

and
clumsy-

andandandaa littlehttle leeryleeryofolof the nativenJtlvenJtlve-
foods

native-
foodsfoods But the crew was paipall/HtpallHtpitir'rtpallHt-
Jnd

pit| ir'rtirrtir'rt-
and

/>"itit"' !

andJnd IJ managednun.lgenunlge. to holdholdillYmyillY ownow n .

ItIt0,1was\0,10,101\' , , also.11,0.110110. , ouiour jobjab to cutcut-

hlubber
cut-

blubberblubberhlubber torfor the stove, tove , babysitbabyslthJhybabyslt-

the
ItItt-

he
>

the dog teamsteJlns, torfor our crewcrcw andlI1dand-

carry
,lI1-

dcarrycarry mealsmeal down to our men onOilOi-

lWJlch
oil-

watchwatchWJlch . Often we walkedwJlked 5 to10

15 milesmIiemules a day over rough iceIle .

After a daydJY like that you canCJnCJn-

sleep
can-

sleepsleepsleepanywhereanywhere , andandwhenwhen thethe-

whales
the-

whaleswhales ranrJn thicktlllck wewc slept on thethe-

Ice

the-

iceice .

THLTILLTlI !:. DAY OForOF ' Till-TillTillfirst-. firstfrtffirst-

catch
rtrt-

catch

,
catch , we watchedWJtchcdWJtchcdourwatchedourour men gogo-

oul
go-

outoutoul until they disappeareddlsJppe.JTeddlsJppeJTed. overover-

the
over-

thethe hort/orihortorihOfilOnhorizon/ PorFor two hours wewe-

waited
we-

waitedwaitedwaitedInin the darknessdMknes, untiluntil-

fmaUy
until-

finallyfinallyfmaUy , from far off , we heardheMdheMd-

the
heard-

thethe echoingechomg cheerscheer, ofofourour crewcrew-

and
crew-

andand five others . We cheeredcheeredandandand-

yeled
and-

yelledyelledyeled! back , laughingIJughrng andaridandcrymgaridcryingcryingcrymgcrymg-

and
crying-

andand hugginghuggmg one another.. TheThe-

first
The-

firstfirst whale ' AgvikAgvlk ' Meat !

The tensionten ion was gone at lastIJt,..

IlIt" was theIhe firstfrstf rst timetune inIJJm twoIwoIwo-

weary
Iwo-

wearywearywearyweeksweeks on the ice thatIhatIhat-

the
that-

thethe women really laughed . WeWe-

knew
We-

knewknew we would eatcat.. It was notnot-

our
not-

ourour whale , but we hadhJd helped ..

We got a share . Then we wentwent-

back
went-

backback to our watch .

The windswmds shifted and triedtfledtfled-

to
tried-

toto push our camp to Siberia .. WeWe-

h

We-

rr
We-

hurriedhurriedh rr ed our gear to the leeIce of thethe-

pomt
the-

pointpointpomt and returned two daysdays-

later
days-

laterlater . Again we camped , onlyonly-

to
only-

toto have the men shaken inIII thethe-

night
the-

nightnight by crashing bergs andand-

move
and-

movemove again . Later the openopen-
water

open-
waterwater fro/.cfro.cfro.ccfrolefroze/. and our menmen-

smashed
men-

smashedsmashed away at the young iceice-

with
ice-

withwith their paddles . Finally it

defeateddefe.ltl'ddefe.ltlddefeltld. ' themthcm ,. tree/ingtreeingIree/lngIreelngfreezing// thicktlllckthickti ti, .

enough to10 supportuprorl, skilledkIlled, walkwalk-walk-

ers
.llkllk. ¬.-

erser , who moved cautiouslyccautiouslyoutlItlou\llItloul\ } outout-

to
out-

toto openopcn waterIV.ltcrIVltcr. a.II. milenulc beyondbeyond-
One

beyond-
One

beyond-
OneOne davdJYdaydJY'oevve\'oe'oeoewe\' tooktlHJklook food toto-

them
to-

themthem only to evacuateevaCUJte inmill mid-midnud-nudmid-

meal
nud-

meal
nud-

nleal
--

mealnlealmealandnlealandandandw.ltchandwatchwjicliw.ltchwltchwatchw.ltchourwatchour. our picnicpiCIIll ;, site'IteIte'Ite-
becnmc

site-
become

'
bbecnmcbecomecome openopen.IterHater\\.Iter.Iterwater\ . TwoT\\oTo\ olotofotourofourourour-

crew
our-

crewccrew'ww' fell inm ., hauled themselvesthel11\elve\thel11elvethel11elve-

nut
themselves-

out \ \
onutoutt , changedch.lIlgedchlIlgedchangedththes. clothesdutheththes, , andJndJndentwent\\ententwent-

hack
\ ent-

bJckhbJckhackck toit ) the hunt.. AndAndewe\\eewe-

scored
\ e-

corcdsccorcdscored, > rcd . A 38-loot38loot3S.loot3Sloot38-footfoot-. bowheadbo\'obo'oobow\' he.ldheldlucidhe.ld-

houldered
lucid-

shouldered
.

sihoulderedInshoulderedinshouldered,mlderedhouldered in closeclme to the campClIllrc.intpcintpc.intp-
of

,.

ofaof a.11. neighboringnelghbuflng crew ,. whov. ho hai-haitsar-tsarhai-

pooned
h.IIhIItsa-

rpunned
. -'-

poonedpunnedpoonedItpunnedItit Our crewLrC\\LrCLrChUrTled\, hurriedhUrTled tolulu-

assist
,

assista "' ,l.. We goigotgl1 ! our harpoonh.lrpoonhlrpoon. in11\11m11t\ ,. te'

too100 RopeRope.Iwas\\.I.I\ . etchedlelthcd( totoCCllrCsecure\CCllrCCCllrCsecure-
the

\CCllrC-

thethe animaldnlrtlJI But it revivedreHved dede-dede-

plte
de-

spite

¬--

spite\plteplte\ the tactf.lctflctfact. itII hadh.ldhldflad. takent.lkentlken. six-

black
sixIXIX-

black '>black powder bombsbumbbumbpouted" , spouted\poutedpoutedspouted-
blood

\pouted-
bloodbloodbloodandandandnundedandsoundedsounded\nundednunded\ to die aloneIlonealone-

We
alone-

We
,Ilone-

WeWe searchedseJrched lorfor itII IhreeI11)11hrcchrcc-

dJY

) feefee-

daysdaysdJY\dJYdJYIJter\ laterIJter itII surfaced , a.11.,.1Inr
"- sdnk-"- sdnks- dnk"- sdnker"- stink-"- stinks- tink"- stinker"' \InIn\ ( --

er .
."" The1l heIle meatmeJt wasWJS fittit only forfor-

dogs
for-

dogsdogs , buthut the muktukmuklukmuktuk'oJwas\'oJ'oJoJ\' , goodgood-
and

good-
andandandwewe helped withwllh theIhe long ,,

foulloul jobjobofol01of butcheringbUlcheTlng WithWllhWilliWllh-

neJrly
Willi-

nearlynearlyneJrly 70 menmell workingworkmg,, it tooktonktonk-

mOTe

took-

moremoremOTe thanth.1Tth1Tthin.! 12 hourshour , Ours wasv.was-
a

.11. ,
.IIa. goodgoodshareh.ITChITCshareshare-

111L

h.IT-
ClJlL

.
1JILlJlL111L WIAII.IKWIAIIIKWIAIIRWI AI.lAIl:; ., K turnedturneltunnelturnel-

warmer
tunnel-

wanner
,

warmerwannerwarmerVewarmerc\VeVe\\ccItie\\ look1(0)10( ). breakl.istbreaklistbreakfasthrcAt.. ! , ! toto-

the
to-

thethe meninert onenile morningIIWflIIIIg 10to! < i Imdfmdfindfmdourfindourourour-
hOJt

our-
boatboathOJt outnut KulliRuth , the captain'scaptainscJptlIn\cJptlIncJptlIn-
wIte

captain's-
wile

,
'\

wilewIte ,. andJnd IItherIsthersther\therther\ and.mdmd. Iwaited\'o.tqedo.tqed'o.tqedotqedwiltedIwiltedI'o.tqed\' . byhyhy-

the
by-

thethe lead , enjoying the sun,ununI1dand\I1dI1dand-

excitement
.I1d-

excltemcnt \excitementexcltemcnt as.1\.1..120\ 202l( bowheadsbowheadbliwheads , and.l1Jdl1Jdand-

dozens
..l1J-

ddoendo/ensdoensdo/enendozens/ , ol01of kittenishkltlermh littlehI lie belugabeluga-

whaleswhales\ hJb cruisedcruI\edcruIed\ byby-

Our
by-

Our
by-

OurOur men came homehortle happyhappydespitedespite the fact it wasWJ late afterJfter ¬.

noon and they had fasted forfor-
J14J 4 hourshOll r'lrl' . They hadhJd helpedhelhelped-
bring

pedped-
brll1gbringbrll1g in threethrec whales,\ halt\halthaltone' \ , one a.II. 57-5757-

footer
57-

footer
57-

footer
--

footer.. But the south windWInd-

came
wind-

camecame inHI while we were butcherbutcher-butcher-
mg

butcher-
ing

¬-

ingmg , andandItitII pushedpuhedpuhedmpushedin, inm a crushingcrushmgcrushmg-
lront

crushing-
frontfrontlront ofofIceice that buried tlietilethe bigbig-

whale
big-

whalewhale beforehefore we really got to itIt..

The crews escapedescJped with no timetunctunc-

to
time-

toto spare . We regrouped , waitedwaited-
out

waited-
outout theIhe wind , and went backback-

only
back-

onlyonly to findfndfndoldfindoldnd old landmarks missn1l5s-n1l5smiss-n1l5s-

II1g

miss-

ing

¬-

ingII1g and our leads frozenfro/enfroenfrozen-

"How
froen-

"Ilow
frozen-

"flow
/

"HowHow"IlowIlow"flowflow" much is a whale worthworth-
to

worth-
toto you inIII groceries7groceflegroceries ,?" " I askeda\kedakedaked-
the

asked-
the

\
the captaincaptam .

"WhyWhy" , 30 to 60 tons ," whichwluchwluch-

would
which-

wouldwould be shared withwllh the otherother-
villagers

other-
villagersvillagers , helie repliedreplted . "AndAnd" wewe-

will
we-

willwill use every bit ofofitit - everyevery-every-
thing

¬.-

thingthmg but the liverItver and the lungs ,

which will go to the dogs .
"

But whalingwhalmg meant more thanthan-
food

.

Coodfood toto them . "ItIt"II" t is our traditradl-tradltradi-tradl-

lion
tradi-

tion
¬-

tionlion ," Morris OviokOVlokOVloksaidOvioksaidsaid . 'TheThe"The"TileTile"The-

traditIOn
"Tile-

tradition

'"
tradition ofofourour forefathers .

"

( TheTile writer is ana/1a1/ AliciaA lcia, PatterPatter-Patter-
son

¬.-

son Fund fellow on0/101/ leave fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe TundraTU1/draTU1dra/ Times of FairbanksFarrbanks . )


