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AIAlaskaska fish for AlasAlasIan-

s

Alaskans
I-

ansans onlyonlyI
I

lII-

AsAs traditional ChicChief ,. I repre-
sent

repre-
sent

reprerepre-¬-
sent the 56366 villagesvdlages in thethe-

Kuskokwim
the-

KuskokwimKuskokwim and Yukon areas-

consisting
areasareas-

I

areas-
consl

I
conslconsistingtlng of 13,0001300013,4001340013,000'Iatlves,, /'Natives/'Iatlves'IatlvesIatlves'1atives'''

II
I ( EskimosEbkimos and IndiansIndlansnotIndiansnotcoun-
t

Indiansnotcoun-Indiansnotcoun) , |! not coun-
t

coun-coun-
t ting the non-NativesnonNatives-- who use thethe-

fishI

\ fishfisl1 for theirtherr food , Also ,, IIseeseesetsethatthatthat-

our \hat-
our

that\hathat
' our own senators would likehke to-

open
toto-

openopen subslsubsistencetence fishing in the-

Y

thethe-

otherY>, other 1II111 regions besides our own ,

,
to people from out of state .., If this-

'happCns
thisthis-

'happens'''happbnshappbns'happenshappens'happCnshappCns and they are given the-

power
thethe-

powerpower ,,. they will all comeome to-

Alaska
toII>

Alaska and take the fish in a CPU-CPUcou-cou-

Y

,

I,

\

"Declaration"Declaration of Hope '"
.

To thehe EditorEdtor, :
II-

AsAs a nation the /';thSt/S-tStSseemst1 -S_ seems toto-

value
to-

valuevalue the welfare pf animals moremore-
than

more-
thanthan ththeirir people ., The preslrtla-
hO

preservapreslrtla-preslrtlapresbrva-presbrvapresbrva-
ttonists

: ¬-

hOtioniststtonistsl ts and/orandorandlor/ clnservallonlsts-
who

conservationistsclnservallonlstsconservationists-
who

(
who want to savestave ththe animalsanimals-
create

animals-
createcreate conflicts and hardshipshtirdships onon-

subsistehce
on-

subslsteheesubsistencesubslsteheesubsistehce users ., In AlaskaAlabka atat-

IIi stake is theIhe IiFeslyllifestyle1lifestylelifestyleofof NativesNatives-
who

Natives-
whowho cacast,( theirtherr nets , ggogb huntinghununghunung-
and

hunting-
andand trapping to getgel by .

While these issues areafO Impor-
taut

impo1t-

tant
imporimpo\1timpo1t\¬

tanttaut to the welfarewelFar and survival of-

Alaska
ofof-

AlaAlaAlaskaka Natives , atIII rlriskk Iis anotheranother-
concern

another-
concernconcern ,. Alaska NativeNahve Art Is aa-

reflection
a-

refleeuonreflectionrefleeuon of 1\1\1culturea culture and tradi-
tion

traditradi-tradi-
tion

¬--

tion that has wlthwithstoodtood thethl: test ofof-

hme
of-

timetimehme ., The heritage Of a cultureculture-
can

culture-
Cancan be found in its art , songs ,,.

dances ,, and legends ., While mis-mis-

pie of yeariyeartyearyeartleaving
, , leaving noho fishfih, ttd-

spawn
tbtdtdIIII-

spawnspawn ,., This is an unfairunfarr situation .,

What are thesthese, 12 regions to do-

when
dodo-

whenwhen altall the fish '''areare gone? Our-

own
OurOur-

ownown peoplepeople,1people1people\peoplepeopleIncluding, \?
, including the non-

Native
non-

Native
non-

Nauve
non-non-

NativeNauve who havel1ave livedhved irilriiii Alaska-
some

Alaka-
some

AlaskaAlaka,
(some forfor1ForFormore'

motemore than 30 yearsYCllfS ) ,, do-

not
dodo-

notnot wanwant! Outsiders to come and-

take
andand-

taketake ovenover., I strongly believebellev. thatthat-

if
that-

ifififwewe tried to go to lower 48 to-

fish
toto-

fishfish ,, we I| would be run out ,.,

However,, they ''feelfeel it would be all-

right
allall-

rightright to comecome0\\00too Alaska to sub-

sistence
subsub-

sibtenee
sub-sub-¬-

sistencesibtenee fish .,. I111111amm deadly opposoppos-oppos-

,

slonanesslonarlessionaries irtIn eaeaklyly days foundFound-

Native
found-

NativeNative customscustol11S aandd rituals pagan ,
they ahl1oalmostt destdestroyed!yedeyed and eras-
ed

eraseras-eras-
ed

¬--
ed a CulturecultUr whlcwhicwhicp tribes wanted-
so

wantedwanted-
soso much to preservepreser'vepreserbe' ,. Each society
hassocietyhasItits I>pwnwn Identityidenuty that makes it-

unique
It-

unique
it

unique and distinct.. Same as-

other
asas-

otherother cultures , Iwwwe are separateseparatebut'I' I

but equals ., 'WhoWhoIWlioWlioWho in all cultures-
can

cultures-
can

cultures
can say what Is ""civilizedcivilized *"' andand-

what
and-

whatwhat is ";""ravageravage"savagesavagesavage? " Politics oror-

religion
or-

religionreligion can neither define nornor-
judge

nor-

judgejudge , It was Native AmericansAmericans-
who

Americans-
whowho gave the U.SUS., ., the democratic-
framework

democraticdemocratic-
Frameworkframework for a nationnalion . We-

could
WeWe-

couldcould lose our land without aa-

struggle
a-

strugglestruggle ,, ItIllsIs the young who havehave-
the

have-
thethe opportunity and resources toto-

keep
to-

keepkeep what Alaska Natives value :

the languages ,. the land ,., and theIhe

ed to thlthisthli ., Our own Senatljrsenatorssrrnatlrs, whowho-

represent
\

represent our people ih thethe-

KuskokwimKukokwlrnKuskokwimKuskokwimand, and Yukon arareasa areare-
In

are-

Inin favorfavoriof''ofofiof openingpenlng Subsistenceubsivtenceububsivtence-
fishing

l tencetence-
Fibhlng

\
fishingFibhlng to out-of-stateoutofstateout-of-blateblate- - people ..

They were elected to10t0 help ourour-
people

our-
peoplepeople ,, not thothose1I from outside ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska ., The I>otherther senatorssenator whowhetwhe-

trepresent, representrepresenlrepresentI I<' towns such as An-

chorage
AnAn-

chorage1
An-An¬-

choragechorage1
*. should do the same .

1I Subsistence fishing in Alabka-

should
AlaskaAlabkaAlaska-

shouldshould be for AlaskansAlabkans (onlylnly .. Our-

governor
Our-

governor
Our

governor shouldshouldseesee that thisthisIhlb, doesdoes-

not
does-

notnot become a law or we Will bebe-

In
II-

Inin deep trouble .,

Edward Hoffman SrSr-

Traditional
\

Traditional Chief A.V.C.PAVC.PAVCPA.VC.P. ., . \

"-"- Region ,

Box 406-Bethel406Bethel-- ,, Alaska
I

I

people , Don'tDont' feel likehke you'reyoure'
desertingde'ICrtmgdeICrtmgyou'rede'ICrtmgyou'redeserting' your village or relatives-
by

relatives-
by

relatives
by seekingltCeking higher education , for IlI-

you
l-

youyou can help youryur() people .,. It is aa-

strujgle
a-

strugglestrugglestrujgle! to keep a way of hfe-
when

lifehfelife-

I

life-

when
I,
when ""landland claims " is someUmes-
misunderstood

sometimessomeUmessometimes-
misunderstoodmisunderstood by both NativeNauveNative-
acid

Nauve-
andandacid nonnoN-NativesnoNNativesnon'NativesnonNatives'-Natives ., Our elders havehave-
the

have-
thethe wisdom which they want toto-
pass

to-
passpass toIptp the younger generationgenera\longeneralon\ If-

We
ifif-

wewe listenIIslen andnd learn .. ItIllsIs to us , the-

torch
thdthethe-

torchtorch is being passedpas.cdpascd. ., It is byby-

seeking
by-

seekingseeking higher ground in educa ¬,
tion we findtind vision for thethe-

'challenges
the-

'challenges''challengeschallenges' ahead .. This )ISisa my
""DeclarationDeclarationmy"Declarationof HopeHopc " for I havehaveralthhavewithfrithralthwith . Culture is a validvaltd expreS-
siln

expres-
sion

expresexpreS-¬-
sionsiln( of ourselves as a people .,.

" 1991 " is a1\1\stone-throwawaystonethrowaway1stonethrowawaystone-throwstonethrow- away ,
thenOlhlngtonothingto*""IandIand' *' |1andand claims " means nothingnOlhlng
to me ., This is my lastInstIast letterJetter .,

WilliamWilham TilasTllas


