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What begunbegan as a* simplesln1plesupple claim-

for
claimclaim-

forfor land has turned into fourteen-
years

fourteenfourteen-
yearsyears of bureaucratic squabble-
and

squabbleuabbleuabble-
andandcaughlInCharlie Blatchford Iss caught-
in

caughtcaughl
In between .., Picketing in front of-

the
ofof-

thethe Federal BuildingBuUdmgBuildtng in An-

chorage
AnAn-

c
An-An¬-

cchorageorage on May 221j ,. BlatchfordBlatchford-
e

Blatchford-
explainedeexplainedplamed the frustration he has-

endured
hashas-

enduredendured 8lncsince he filed for 160-

acre9
160160-

acresacresacre9 under the Native Allotment-
Act

AllotmentAllotment-
ActAct Yukon 1Islandlandlandisland is what he-

wanted
hehe-

wantedwanted but the State had interestsinterests-

there
interests-

therethere too-

Under
tootoo-

Under
too-

UnderUnder the Native Allotment-
Act

AllotmentAllotment-
ActAct of 1906 ,, Natives can receivereceive-
up

receive-
upup to 160 acres of land if they can-

prove
cancan-

proveprove subsistence useuse-

Blatchford
use-

Blatchford
use-

BlatchfordBlatchford said he moved to the-

Homer
thethe-

HomerHomer area when he was seven ,

startedstalled sealelll hunting and camping-
around

campingcamping-
aroundaround the 1islandland when he was-

twelve
waswas-

welve(twelvewelve BLNfBlMBLM'approvedBLMapproved' approved hlhishia sub-
sistence

sub-
sl

subsub--¬-
slsistencetence uusee of the land butput thethe-

state
the-

statestate wasn'twasnt' convincedconvmced .,

Blatchford is an JnupiatInuplatIiiupiat Eklltlo-
who

EtkimoE\klltloEklltloEcktmoEcktmo-

who
\

who was born In Golovin , aa-

village
a-

villagevillage on the Norton SoundtSound , his-
father

HIs-

father
His

father lived cpmplctelycpmpletelycpmplctcly off thethe-

land
the-

landland but when he and Blatchford'sBlatchfordsBlatchfordBlatchford's-
brother

' .
brother drowned whenwhpnwhin theytheywerewerewere-

fishmg
were-

fishingfishingfishmg , Blatchford and his fami-

ly
fami-

ly
famifami-¬-

ly moved to Homer He was onon-

ly
on-

ly
on-on-¬-

ly seven Eskimos are nomadic-
people

nomadicnomadic-

peorlepeoplepeorlepeople, and Charlie said he uused-
the

useddd-

thethe IslandIand like a nomnomadicdlc hunterhunter-

"In
hunter-

"In""InIn the white man sensesen'ICsenICsene',' I-

didn't
II-

didn'tdidn'tdidnt' use the land I just camped-
on

campedcamped-
onon itii ,, " he said ,, meaning he diddid-
not

did-
notnot live year ''roundround' on the landland-

In
land-

In
land-

InIn the normal procedures for
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CharlltCharliehttrUt BliiwtyotdBluldUOIdBluwltlord gesturesgestltres towardwwdIOWlrd theIhe Federal BuildingBUlIe/lIIgBUlIelIIg/ in1/11/ 4nchoAnchorageAI/c"orageAIc"oragecorage/ " rage ,,

indicating1IIe/ICll//I1g1IIeICllI1g/ // where hisIlls e/e/eplelldispleasuredisplc'aauredisplcaaureplell' lIre originatesor/glllll/esorgllllles/ / photopho'ophoo' byhy Jim II<BennktioBenedrttonodtto,- -- -

claimclalln otof NativeNaltvNativQ
,

land frorrfrontfroR1) thethe-

government
the-

governmentgovernment , only BLM has utocaap-

provd
caap-caap> apap-apap-

prove
-¬-

proveprovd it , but the stdfeStdtc", te stepped inmtom-

and
to-

andand {.toppedtoppedstopped. BlatchfordBlatchford fromfrom-
recelvmg

from-
receivingreceivingrecelvmg his claim .. LlkLikehikehike-

btrauti
hikeaaa-

bbbeautifullyauhfullybtrauti it1Iy packagedpakagedpackuged, presenpre"nprenpresenS" |! withwllhwllh-

nothmg
with-

nothingnothingnothmg in it , the land allotmentallotment-
has

allotment-
hashas left BlatchfordBlutchford angry , dldisillu-
stoned

disillulIlulIlu-

slonedsioncdslonedstoned ., andendnd frufrustrated-

Yukon

frustratedfrutitrittedfrutitritted-

Yukon

trated

Yukon Island IIs a small doidOldot inmm-

the
in-

thethe water across from Homer ItIt-

ts
It-

isists approximatelyapproKmmtely one mile long ,

one mile wide ThoughThlugh) insignifi-
cant

Jnblgmfi-
cant

insignifiJnblgmfi-Jnblgmfiinsignifi-¬-

cant in sizeblze , itII is rich inm culture-
because

cultureculture-
becausebecause of archeaologicalrcheaologlcalarchcaological findsfinds-
on

finds-
onon the south side of the "'Island'landland ,. acac-

cording
ac-ac¬'-

cordingcordmgAttorneyGeneralto the AAssistantsJ tant AttprneyAttorneyAttprney-
GeneralGeneral for the StateSlate Department-
of

Department
0of' NaturalNatura! ResourcesResouhe:

In 19301930anan anthropologlsi-
found

anthropologistanlhropologlanthropologlsi"
founfount/fountfoundfountfive/ five '''dhtlOdhtlO'distinctdistinct'di.ttnudi.ttnudittnu' . " ,cuiturajculturalcultural-
period

ultura )

periodspenodperiod, ' on the sI'luthIluth'<' ? uth sjdcsideIde of the-

island
thethe-

"lanO"island"lanOlanO The stateItaleItaleOfantwant1\Ofant\Ofantwants\Ofantto\* toto-

pre'ierve
to-

preservepreservepre'iervepreierve' thosetho\CthoC\ sites-

Blutchr'ord
sites-

Bla'chford
sitessites-

BlutchfordBlutchfordBla'chfordBlachfordBlutchr'ordBlutchrord' '

says he <c'in'tintn'lnln'tnt' findl-

imb

findfind-

ttlimblie| e so-calledsocalledw-calledwso-culledculled- archeaplogicalarchea\llogKalarcheallogKalarcheaological\ finds-
and

findl-
and

findsfindl
and hishih attorney says ttethelI1e} siteslIes arc-

under
arcarc-

underunder water from the 1964 earear-
Ihquake

ear-
thquakethquakeIhquake Blatchford'sBlatchfordsBlatchford''

"
,

claim-
doesn't

claimclaim-
doesn'ldoesn'tdoesntdoesn'ldoesnl' fall anywhere neaf-neafnearneatneafthe-' the arar-

cheaological
ar-

cheaologlcalcheaologicalcheaologlcal claimsclaims-

What

claims-

What
,

What it may lacklakiac.kiack,. in culture-
sunken

cultureculture-
hunkensunkenhunken !)beneathcneath the sea ., Yukon-
Island

Yukon
1Islandland makes up in10 locallocationIonIonII-
ttails

I-

fulls
it\II\

fallsfullstails withinwithm the stateMate
location:sllectcdsllectcd-

town
selectedlectcdlectcd-

townsitegtowntownsitcstownsiteglte for the KotchemakKatchemak Bay-

Park
BayBay-

ParkPark HotchkinHotchkinsuyMisayssay IIit hahas potcn-
tiul

potenpotcnpoten-
tlaltiattlaltiul recreationreerealton useuse-

I1I

WhaiWhalWhat .awatiIwall.twaittwait, BlatLhtordBlmhlordBlutchlnrd, ''

HHe hashal to go into ,j" BLMBI.MBIML3LM. hht ''urinwurinw'urinw-
and

allnrmp
and reconvincererecpnvmceithempnvlOe, ' them thuithatthut he uus-

ed
us,

ed YukonYukun (IslandIlund tor subsi'1et.L-
purposes

lUhll'ten'L-
purp

subsislefKLlUhll'ten'LlUhlltenLsubsi'1e/t.Lsubsi1et.Lsubsi'1esubsi1et.LtL'' / '.purppurposesleh andmind theytl1cy again huvehavehuvc uuu-

uapprove
101-

0approveapprove itII But the stateIItlle night-
reconvene

Rlighl-

r
mightRlighlnight

rreconvene, nvene againagdlO and fifteenlilteen y,ygaryearsur '
of buttlebaUlebattle will beginbeglO all over again-
until

againtlgalntlgaln-

unllluntilunlll someonelonleone getsgeLI tired ofot itII wid-

Hotehkin
Idld-

Hotchkin
saidIdldwid

HotchkmHotchkinHotehkin
HotchkmTilHotehkin'I'II

''Til'I'llIll'I'IIIII'' never get mvmy landlandsass1sass-

Blutchtord
suvssass" 1>1-

Blatch'ordBlutchtordBlatch'ordBlatchord' HIHis, pleapleas, lo'loi0 ,'

assistancealslltan'CalslltanC'' have gone unheededunheedLI'< b\bbtibti-

his
bb-

his
\,

hlhis corporationcorporalton IRA GovernorOovemnrOovemnr-
Sheffield

Governor-
SheffieldSheffield , SenatoSenators" Stevensteven ' ,andmd.IndInd..In-
dMurkowski

md-

MurkowlkMurkowskiMurkowlk .

MurkowskiThe
Therhe 'sjstemsystem) Item halhusnhasn" ttI helpedtinhelped UKtintin-

one
""

one damneddamncd bubit


