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, Don'tDont'' let the ;

; Iooklookslooks$ deceive youyou
t
!Daltont"

by DrDirDr ., :Less DaltortDalton I! f\f-

VeterinarianPublic, Veterinarian/PublicVeterinarianPublicV.rm"anIPubloV.rmanIPubloVrmanIPubloVelerlnarian/PubhhcVelerlnarianPubhhc. ,. . " / . HealthH.llhHllh.. Office-

rThbse

Officeroro.roror.. I'
+

\
ThoseThbseThb e cutecutet, cuddly ,, fluffy , InquisitiveInqul\ltlveInqulltlve\ , white balls of fur knownknown-

a

known-

as
known

itsasa $ ArcticMCllc FoxesFOKes , (AkAloptpA/opeAopeAloptpOAopeall/ pex({ lagobus//OO/allallOWA"//WAWAu }) ,, can be as dandangerousdangerouserous as a bearbearerbrbirbr-
I

}
I as lethal anas IiAa loaded gun ,.

1-

the
1J

I ''rhrhtheThe
,

arcticarCIiC fox litIs the primary rereservoirervblr on the North Slope for ter-

abies
tietet | ee-

rablerablerabiesrabiefj virusVII1\SVII1S\ .. The rabies virus Is neurotropic ,, iIiie: .. It attacks the nqr-

I

nqr-

vou
nqr-

vous
nqr-nqr--

I"

' vousvowsvou systemy tem and the dldiseaseelie<> of rabies is" uniformlyuntf\lnnlyuntflnnly\ fatal In momost
.

t warl)1warl1wartpwartjv).+
'
\ blXblooded( > dCd) mammals , including man

'

., VlruVirus-ladenVirusladen--..ladenladen salivasahva of a rabidrabidanimalanimalanllnalljsis introduced by a bite and rarely-

by
rarelyrarely-

byby a scratch or break in the skin Rabies virus enters mumusclecle tlstissue-
intitially

tissueueue-

IntltlallyinitiallyIntltlallyintitially and eventually advancesadvance to the peripheral ' and central ner-

vous
neroner-nernernero-

vous

¬-

vous sysystemtem . IncubationIncuhallon may be as shorthort as a few days or aas long-
as

longlong-

asusas six ((6)6) months ThTheThq; incubationIncuballon period is dependent upon the loca-

tion
loca-localoca -¬.

tionlion of the initial wound ,. i e the ;closerloloserer itIllsIs to the head , the shorter-
the

shortershorter-
thethe incubation period It1I is|, s alalsoo dependent upon the severity of the-

wound
thethe-

woundwound , the number olof Viral particlesparttcle introducedII1troduced , and the immune statustatus-

cil

status
ol01cil the victim-

Signs
victimvlclilnvlcliln-

SlgnSignsSlgn ot01of rabies vary among animalsalllmal , but may Include-
I

include
1I Tingling or itchingIIchlng at the site of innoculationInnoculattoninnoculution
2 LLoss(, s of coordination
3 Eating or biting objectobjectsbJcct !) such aas rocksrOlk orgoodor goodwoodood
4 AggressionAggresMon --- particularlypa\1lcular/ypa1lcularypaifticularly\ / toward any moving object
5 Salivation/droolinSalivationdroolinSalivation/droolingSalivationdroolingSahvatlon/droollnjSahvatlondroollnj/ !

16 Death as a reresultult (ofiff rerespiratoryplratory arrest-
It

arrestatre\tatret\ |\

It ISis, pOpossibleMble for an aliianimalmal to be rabid and capable of trantransmitting-
the

transmittinglTlIttlnglTlIttlng-

thethe Virus without any signsIgns untilunttl death occurs ..

Rabies tends to be eyelidcychCcyclist! or reaches a high peak every three ((3)3()(3-

)tl

)

tqtl19),, five ((5)5) yedrsyears on the Northorth Slope ., Most cacaseseS of tilihiesrabiesables Inlnfoxcs
(,loxesloxes-

ate
foxesfoxes-

areareareate recorded during late winterwintet ,. pppulatlPopulationsns of arctic foxes are highest-

in
hlghehighesttt-

InmIn late summer during thosethdse years inm which the lemminglemmmg populations-
are

populationspopulallon
are high . As snow cover increases in the winterwmter , the foxes are less-

able
lessless-

dbleabledble to capture lemmings and are then attracted to carcasses of large-

mammals
largelarge-

mammalmammalsmammal such aas$ whaleswhalesValru,, \Walrus\ValruValru , and caribou .. They are also attractedattracted-
toto garbage dumps in search of food . Intra-IntraIntraand-- and inter-specificinterspecificInter-speclOcspeclOc-- contact ,,,

ntat such timesttmes , furthers the transmission of the virus , The long incuba-

tion
incuba-

lion
incubaincuba--¬-

tionlion period ensures that previouslyprevl\luslyprevllusly\ exposed animals willwillsurvivesurvive un-

til
unun-

III

un-un¬-

tilIII the next winter to transmit the virus to otherothe animals ..

The following statistics regarding rabies and the arctic fpxesf\lxesflxesfoxes\ clear-

ly

clear-

ly
clearclear-¬-

ly show the risk one takes by aassociatingsociatmg with them ::

Year
1973
1974
1975
1976

. 19711977
1978
1979
1980
1981

1982
1983
1984

* 1985

1/1/#1tetestedte ted
4
13

8
12

6060,
7

21

23
37
10

17

6

1/1/#1positivepositive for rabies
4
5,
o
2

22
4
5,

17I17l5
17

l5I '
353'

88-

II1-

6
II!
6

* This figureOgure reprerepresents<>ents only January through 23 AprilApnl 1981985' ..

RealizingReahzmg "now"OWOW that arctic foxes are not as innocent as they appear ,.

icreereere are some d\l\dldo'sdosdosdland\
*'\ and don'ts-

DO

don'tsdontsdon'ts-

DO

''

DODO-DOI-' 1I Avoid contacts withwllh any wild animal that appears-
friendly

appearsappears-
friendlyfriendly .., Wild animals avoid human contact if theXtheX-

are
thejtheJt-

are
theJt-theJt"-

are healthy ..

1 2 Report any animal actingaClingaClinglnu\\lnulnuunusualual to the proper-
authorities

properproper-
authlritles

proper-
authoritiesauthoritiesauthlritles) (Inn your area ,. usually PSO .,

3 . DestroyDestroylhly\only\lhlylhly those animals thatthaI act unusual ..,

m _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _

4 , Send any animalammal thatthaI is killed under thethesethosee cir-

cumstances
circir-

cumstances
cir-cir-¬-

cumstances to ::

prproproLes.. Les Damon-
Box

DaljonDallonDamonDallon-
BOKBoxBOK 925-

Barrow
925925-

Barrow
925-

BarrowBarrow ,, Alaska 99723
((907)907) 8522383-

Call

852-23838522383m-2383m8522383-

Call

--

Call collect first for Verification and Ininstructionstructions .

15-55Wash.-. Wash hands well withwllh soap andwaterand water after handling-
any

handlinghandling-
anyany animal ..

DDONDON'TDONTO N'TNT' r I1 .. :!EncourageIncourage foxes totl) stay in an area such as camp-

or
campcamp-

oror near a DEW line siteSlle by feedingfeedmjJ or providing-
readily

providingprovldmgprovldmg-
readilyreadily available garbage ., If they are encouraged ,,.

thelIIe health ririskk is increased significantly ..

2 . Attempt to handle , capture ,, or feed wildwll4wiI4 animals ,.

3 . Attempt to kill or injureil\JureilJure\ any wild animal , especially-
foxes

especiallyespecially-
foxesfoxes that do not act unusual .,

REMEMBER , the probability that an animal is rabid is extremely-
high

extremelyextremely-
blghhighblgh if that animal is showing signs thatthllt are unusual or unexpectedunexpected-
forfor thattbat animal ., Rabies is a fatal disease in man but exposure cantan bebe-

avoided
be-

avoidedavoided by taking precaution mentioned .

.
wonderingwondermg , ""What'sWhats' on the-

tapes
thethe-

tapestapestapes1? '" Well ,, I am glad you ask-

ed
ask-askaaskk-

ed
k-k¬-

ed ... .. The main topictopicVas\was\VasVas Ex.¬.
amples of> f GoddGood Parenting-
Skills

ParentingParenting-
SkillsSkills . Another topic wawas :: Play .¬.
ingInglsIs theIhe WayWar InfantsInfanls LearLearn. .

The participants werewore OREAGREATT ,,.

For example : A mother In Wain-

wright
Wain-

wright
Wain-

wright
Wain-Wain-

wright introducing a number of-

new
ofof-

newnew toys to her infant . Two-

young
TwoTwo-

youngyoung chlldrechildren" In Nulqsut ,. with-

the
Withwllhwllh-

thethe help of their mother , wash-

their
washwash-

theirtheir hands and face and brush-

their
brusb-

their
brushbrusb

their teeth ,. and have fanfun doing it .

A father in BarrowBatraw playing PointPomt
- Name ,. thentben run and touch it-

game
itit-

gamegame withwitb hisbls two year old ..

Grandparents In Atqasuk talking-
with

talkingtalking-
wltbwithwltb their grandchildren ., AA-

mother
A-

mothermother In Pt ., LayLaywithwith her infant-

during
InfantInfant-

duringduring a Well-Baby-Check-upWellBabyCheckupWell-Daby.chcck-upWellDaby.chcckupDaby.chcckDabychcck- --. - , as-

she
asas-

sheshe uses the paper on the examin-
Ing

examin-
ing

examinexamin-¬-

ing table to keep her infant very-

busy
veryvery-

busybusy .. A young child in PtPI . Hope-

playing
HopeHope-

playingplaying ball with her aunts and-

uncle
andand-

uncleuncle .. A family in Kaktovik-
working

KaktovikKaktovlkKaktovlk-
workingworking together on a project and-

including
andand-

IncludmgincludingIncludmg even the youngest-
member

youngestyoungest-
membermember of the family .. And In-

Anaktuvuk
inin-

AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk Pass , one to one timetime-

parent
time-

parentparent and infant sharing IdeasIdeas-

togetber
ideas-

togethertogethertogetber and enjoying It very-

much
veryvery-

muchmuch .

Hopefully , next year more taptap-top-top-top-
ing

tap-
Ing

-¬

ing will Include you '!, There areare-

signup
are-

signupsign-upsignup-- sheets In each village-
clinic

villagevillage-
clinicclinic *, or in Barrow callcal-
lm3999852-39998523999m-3999m852.39998523999.- ., ,

I

Thank you for nownowl!


