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by Beverly Patkotak Grinage
Tundra Times

Charles H. Johnson recently
announced his plans to resign

from his position as president of

the Bering Straits Native Cor-
poration.  When Johnson took

overthe presidency of Bering'

* Straits, the corporation was in-

volved in 70 separate pieces of

litigation and was losing millions
of dollars.

Johnson said that it would take
~ him three to five years ta turn the
~corporation around,

It has been four years since
Johnson took over the corpora-
tion; the corporation has settled

~the lawsuits and ar¢ plaintiffs
. rather than defendants and
Johnson predicts that the balance
sheets will probably begin to
show a positive slant, *‘despite
the fact that we've had to come
from Yo far behind,"
Johnson.

In those four years, Johnson
believes that he has helped build
reassurance and credibility for
Bering  Straits. Johnson also
believes that the corporation may
become a leader in some areas,

Under his direction, the cor-
poration built an office building
"4 nice building with our name
on it,"" said Johnson,

An ared that Johnson hoped to
- improve when he took over Ber-
ing Straits was the relationship
between the Bering  Straits
villages and the regional corpora-
tion. When he came into the cor-
poration, the villages were
threatening to sue the regional
corporation,

He said they tried an experi-

said

from Bering Straits

ment in restructuring the board by
getting  representatives  from
every village. Although the plan
didn’t work, Johnson said, ‘it
demonstrated that our roots are in
the villages, "

HIncterms OF current 1991 issues.
Johnson staled that their villages
support the proposed ANCSA
amendments. **We have traveled
extensively throughout Alaska in
forming  the: people about the /
amendmeénts, " said Johnson He
feels thatthe groups opposing the
proposed ANCSA ‘amendments
and the AFN March Convention
are getting poor advice, *We
have lost more ri;_.ht.\ through il
advised litigation, " hie added, For
the people that say the amend-
ments should be dealt with atter
Thomas Berger's § report is com-
pleted, he said, “‘we already
know what his report will say.
because he's been saying it all
along."”’ He added that those con
cerns are the saume as the con-
cerns that are being addressed in
the amendments: Native lands,
subsistence, and self-government

Johnson plans to give his for-
mal resignation to the board at the
end of this month. He said he's
burnt out, He plans to take u
break and later on do some con
sulting work for the corporations
ST stll be onthe AFN Board
until this fall, soit’s not hike ['m
just Cleaving'™  Bering  Strajts
behind, said Johnson.

As a final note. Johnson said
the sharcholders need to know
that the new corporation president
will need their support. **positive
feedback really helps.' conclud-
ed Johnson,




