Blll would eliminate Deparrmem of Envlronmental Conserva’rlon

Edltorlal

The '!'super “agéncy,! watch
dog' dttitude by the ' Alaska
Depurtment  of' Environmental
Conservation has convinced
Nenana Sunalur Jagk Coghill that
the department
climinated.

Hc introduced lcglslauon on
March 8 which would abolish the
department and transfer its func-
tions to other departments.

Coghill's bill also would do
away . with  the Environmental
Procedures Coordination Act,

Duties and responsibilities of

the Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation (DEC), Coghill
asserts, should be put back into
departments  that are’ more
Icyllm.mly concerned with such
issues as health, water standards,
trails, rights-of-way, facility, con-

should be |

Hllllklllm .lud upcralmn
“'The concept of my  bill,*

o ughlll said, *'is to do away with
- ‘super agency’ that attacks us
~daily, I want to take the ‘sting’

out of doing business in Alaska.
I want to eliminate the mental
trauma that many Alaskans are

| sub|eLtt.d to'by DEC,

“Those of us who want (o
dt.v&,lop our state and create a

healthy sound economy are

hampered too much by thig strong
DEC advocacy approach.”

He continued, *'If we put our
many serious environmental con-
cerns back into the ‘legitimate’
departments, those ‘stings’, or
rulings, will have been filtered
through a more sound and objec-
tive review process,

"And, by the time the rulm;,s

| IQ!th

respective tle;lrianl
htgnds there will be a certain
semblance
them,''

1T want to see Alaska govern-

ment work . with development
- concepts ins‘lcnd of stagnating our

growth, "’

The Nenana chlshnnr using
the  Department of  Natural
Regources (DNR) as an. example,
said, *‘Follow this scenario; The
Division of Lands may be ad-
v'uclting d ‘gertain position on

of reasonableness o

[55ue Nu "Thu division uf

Water Quullty,ln DNR s ad-

vocating another position on Issue
No. 1. Then here come moré
DNR divisions'like Agriculture,
Water Management, Forestry,
Geological Surveys, Geophysical
Surveys, Oil and Gas, Mining,

Parks and Outdoor Recreation;

Even the Commissioner's office
could be establishing a pos:lmn
on Issue No, 1,

““When these dozen or so dlw-"
sions, all within one department,

talk about the same suhjcu lssuu,
No. 1 in this case, we can be
assured that Issue No, | has been
well reviewed, discussed and
recommended, ‘The Commis-
sioner will have had all possible
options laid out before her so a
reasonable and acueptable deci-
sion is hapded down,"

“‘My intent is to put our en-
vironmental concerns back into
agencies where they belong and
where they will be worked on as
a function of that agency.”
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