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.

rarabiesrabiesles : vaccinate your dogs
. '

(IUUniversityiY.rSl'YiY.rSlYiYrSlY. ' of Alaska .,. AAneHarag-

eDo
AnchorageAneHarageAnchorag-

eDo

. or.8or8. .
Do you remember the foxfOK with-

rabies
withwith-

rabiesrubiesrabies that got intomto a fight with-

some
withwllhwllh-

somesome dogs inmto MountaMountainn Village-
bas

VillageVillage-
bacbacbasback min 197819781976 ? After ththilttt happen .
eded\heyedhey,'

they\they had to go out aami kill 250

ddbgsgS there that might have combcomecomacome-
I

coma-
iiIin Contact With tablesrabieS ..

JuJustt lustlaMlast week a three yYear<?ar old-

g

oldold-

gggirtrlri was mauled by a pack (fofif1515-

dogs
15ISIS-

dogsdogs running loose .. $Sincemceince 1955 ,

228211$ AlaAlaskan' an children have been-
killed

beenbeen-
killedkilled by uncontrolleduncontroJled dogs ,. In-

fait
[Innn-

fafafaitfaitt ,. thisthithl >, hllhashits killed morenwe children-

hcTe

childrenchildren-

hereherehcTe than any otherotherotherdlseahe' diseasedlseahe !!

"'You'You"You huvehave heheardrd aboujaboulabout rabies-

but
rabiesrable

but do you really know what it is?

Rabies IKIS a virus that is usually-

spread
usuallyusually-

spreadspread throughthugh", a bite of anan-

animal
an-

animalanimal The rabies virus is inm the-

saliva
thethe-

salivasaliva of the animal that gets into-

another
intomtomto-

anotheranother animalalllmal Or ppersonptlrsonrsln( usually-

through
usuallyusually-

throughthrough a bite Humans can get-

rabies
getget-

rabiesrabies too but it 1is& very rare in the-

United
thethe-

UnitedUnited States lustlastla , ' year there-

were
therethere-

werewere only two casescaheS of human-

rabies
humanhuman-

rabiesrabies Of the million Americans-
that

AmericansAmericans-
thatthat were bitten last year ,, 35,9003590035,900-
had

353S , QOOQO-
Ohadhad to have rabies vaccinations-

Unfortunately
vaccinationsvaccinations-

Unfortunately
vaccinations-

UnfortunatelyUnfortunately ,, rabiesrable is almostalmoBt

I
I

always fatal ThThe? shotsslJotsslots are expen-

sive
expeneKpen-eKpenexpen-eKpen-

slve

¬-

siveslve andareandandararare$ ppalpuiitifuljifulful (. UsuallyUhUpJlyUsuiUy,
the-

animal
thethe-

annnalanimalannnal is capturedaptured Imdand tested tq-

see
IQtqtq-

seesee If It is rabid .. [Inn statesBtateS like-

Alaska
likelike-

AlakaAlaskaAlaka, where the healthbealth departdepal1 ¬'.
ment keeps closecloe, watch on rabies-

cases
rabiesrabies-

ca'eca'ecaecases' , therethereweretherthere!, were 1711 casesca.escaescaves. con-

firmed
concon--¬.

firmed in 1984 aridaddrid.l9ridl9.J9.1919. In 1983-

The
1963-

The
19831963

The casescasescahes wwerere fpundfounefqund! irtiniii the Nor-

thern
Nor-

thero
NorNor-¬-

thernthero and $soSouthcentralsohcentnllduthoyentr'dlduthoyentrdl\\hcentnllhcentnll' areas with-

none
withwith-

nonenone reported in Southeast-
There

SoutheastSoutheatSoutheast-
There

Southeat-
There

,
There are about 135cases135 casescaes, in-

the
inIn-

thethetherestofthcUreMrest of the U SS-SSa.-. , a9 dumbernumber that-

has
that-

has
that

has really gone downsince,(, 1947-

when
19471947-

whenwhen there were 8000 casescagesca s of-

rabies
of-

rabies
of

rabies a year !! Deaths have gone-

down
gonegone-

downdown fromfrornfront 40 a year ininn the popast-

to
past. '

tonpwAa low one or two a ?year1earear n-

A
n\nnwnpw\>w

A 959S % decrease in humanlIuman deathh-

IS

deaths-

is
deathsdeathh

is a great improvement-
What

Improvement-
What

improvementimprovement-
WhatWhat does rabies ddddo that can-

kill
cancan-

killkill a person ? The rarabiesieses virus-

travels
ViruS-

travels
virus

travels ((00iclpO the brain throughthougbth oughougb the-

nerve
thethe-

nervenerve ehdingsendmgsendings located iin the skin

and comes in through the bite-

First
bitebite-

FirstFirst it stayslaysstays* in the bite arbaarearea then-

takes
tthenenen-

takestakes off using the nerves asass aa-

"roadway
a-

"roadway""roadwayroadway to the brairtbrautbrain ,. " A bit-

later
bitbit-

laterlater , it showsshown up In the nerves-

closer
nervesnerves-

clohercloserclohercloher0\00to(\o the head and finally ,,

makes ttsit11 $ way into tthee "brairt"rainrainbraid ,.

The symptoms of rubiesrabies start-

showing
startstart-

shQwmgshowingshQwmg up one to two months-
after

monthsmonths-

afterafter the bite If the bite Is far-

from
farfar-

fromfrom the brain ( like in the footfooL) ,

then it willwllllatakee longer for it to-

get
toto-

gelgetgel to ththe head and $soo the symp-

toms
symp-

toms
sympsymp--¬-

toms will not show upupasas quickly-

First
quicklyquickly-

First
quickly-

FlntFirstFlnt a person complains of be-

ing
bebe-

Ing
be-be¬-

ing tired ,. headaches and being-

generally
beingbeing-

generallygenerally in a babad mood Then aa-

sore
a-

soresore throatthroM appears followed by-

a
byby-

aa choukingchoakmgchocking feeling everyevcrytimeeverytimetime the-

person
thethe-

personperson., triesttles to10 drinkdrmk something-
The

somethingsomething-
TheThe person becomes so afraid toto-

drink
to-

drmkdrinkdrmk anythinganyt/linganytling/ that he eventually-
goes

eventuallyeventually-
goesgoes Into a coma and dies ..

What can you do If you are bitblt-bltbit-bit¬-

,

ten by anall. annualamm.alammalanrnuil. ww\thwthwltli\ tH rabies? It-

depends
ItIt-

dependsdepends how you Jwertiwerljswerd bitten-
Was

bitten-
Was

bittpnbitten
Was it someone'ssomeones'' pitpett Ororbt waswas it aa-

wild
a

wild animalanimal'lanimall'? Wild animalsanimalahimals!>, are-
usually

areare-

uuusuallyually theIhe carriers ofbf the virus-

Thoz

virusvirus-

TheTheThoz time to startstart thethetheanurablestheantirabiesantirabies-
shots

anti-rabiesantirabiesanu-rablesanurablesanurablest-
ihots

-

shotstihots )iss immediately afteraftirt a-

suspicious
aa-

husplcioussuspicioushusplcious bite WashWahh ththfcthethewound.: wound-

with
wound

with something thatthut will kill the-

virus
thethe-

virus

\

virus like alcohol or soap and-

water
andand-

waterwater The wound should be left-

open
leftleft-

openopen inteadmtead of being sewedewed or-

closed
oror-

closedclosed .. rr-

Next

,

I

NextNeKt the person should get-

rabies
get II-

rabiesrabies immune globulinglqbulln and a-

vaccine
a \

vaccine which wfllWIll give you the y\y-

protectionprotection you need to knock out-

the
oqtout II

the virusvhus before they get into your-
I

your-

nerves
your II-

nervesnerves and brain-

In
brainbrambrain-

In
bram-

InIn decidingdecidmg ifaif a person should-

get
shouldshould-

getget the treatment or not ,, The ""ar-
vard

Har-

vard
Har"ar-"ararHar-¬-

vard Medical School doctorsdoctor ;\

recommend . I1)1) examineeKamine the-

species
the

species of \thet\1et1e biting animal .
\

Skunks , racopnsracOQnsracogns ,, foxesfOKes and bats-

are
batsbats-

areare more dangerous than squir-

rels
squir-

rels
squirsquir-¬-

rels , 2)2) are there rabies in the-

region
thethe-

reglnregionregln!) ? ; 3)3) why was the person-
bitten

persoipersonperson-
bltten

(

bittenbltten.,
? An animal that bites-

without
bitesbites-

withoutwithout provocationp\'qvOCl\tonp'qvOClqvOCltonprqvocittiun\' \! iis more proprod¬'
babletableprodtableto have rabiesbabies ,, 4)4) typetyJll! ot-

exposure
orofof-

eKposure

*

exposureeKposure ., A bite is more serious-
than

seriousserious-
thanthan being licked or drooled on ,

and 5)5) the condition of the-

animal
thethe-

ammalanimalammal .. AA, recently vaccinated-
animal

vaccinatedvaccmatedvaccmated-
animalanimal is lesSlesll dangerous than a-

sick
aa-

sicksick one ,.

The AlaskaAlw.kaAlwka. State Epidemiology-
office

EpidemiologyEpidemiology-
officeoffice recommendsrcconunends that every dog-

be
dogdog-

bebe vaccinated against rabies and-

that
andand-

thatthat you chain up your dogs ..

Remember that dogs get provok-
ed

provok-
ed

provokprovok--¬-
ed easily if teased ,, if handled dur-
ing

dur-durdur-
Ing

durdur-¬-
ing feeding and If they are tied up-

all
upup-

allall the time and notnOI used to being-
handled

beingbeing-

handledhandled by other people than their-

owners
theirtheir-

ownersowners ..

Dogs should never be allowedallowed-
toto run in packs or roam around-
on

aroundaround-
onon their Own .. As residents of-

Alaska
ofof-

Ala.kaAlaskaAla.kaAlaka. villages and citicitieschipss,, we-

must
wewe-

mustmust keepketp in mindmindourour respon-

sibilities
re&pon-re&ponreponrespon-responre&pon-

slbilltles
respon& ¬-

sibilitiesslbilltles to our neighbors .. Good-

neighbors
GoodGood-

neighborsneighbors areare good citizens we-

were
wewe-

werewere taught In school And good-

citizenship
goodgood-

citizenshipcitizenship starts right In our own-

back
ownown-

backback yard .


