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I Jerry ChristiansenCMstlansen , fisherman and ,bear hunter ,.
r,.

I

' '
Old HarborHQrbQr fisherrTnmfisherman remembers 1964

i by Mike RosladRostadRoslad-
for

decisionsdemlons weighed heavily upon-

for

uponupon-
rnrforrnr the TundriiTundrTundrk. TimeTimtfsTimesTimtf-

sJerry

, him ,. and he knew it was up tQ-

Jerry
tqto

, Jerry ChristiansenChmtlamen of Old HarHar-Harhim¬.- him to make the triptflp worthwhilewonhwhlle ,

'\ bor ,,. has known fishingfihmg, momostt of ManyofManyfManylof,() the thingsthmg he learned
/' his lifehfe ,,. but it wasn'twasntwa'n'twant' '' untilunl1l a few irorrtfrom his father hammered away-

t

awayaway-

yearst years ugoago that the knowledge ! he irlInid his mind duringdurmg thothosee eexexwexw-

gained

¬'
gamedgained from his fifishermanherman fatherfalher , hhilaratinglarating moments .., By the time-

was
timetime-

waswas put to the tetestt .., Jerry'sJerrys' father ,,. the set was made and the fish-

Ralph
fi.h-

Ralph
fishfi.hfih.

Ralph ChristiansenChntmnen, , ,,. died in10 the were pulled onto the deck ,. some-

winter
somesome-

WInterwinter of 19810819811I , and when the red 1200 red salmon wriggledwflggled in the-

salmon
thethe-

salmonsalmon seasonseaon, opened the fallowlollowfollow-followfollowhold-¬. hold of the Cape Karluk "We-

ing

"""WeWe
ing109 June , itII fell on 24 year-oldyearold- ran the fishfi.hfih. to town " in10 a triptflp thatthat-

Jerry
that-

JerryJerry to takelake the wheel of theIhe took about five hours ,. says Jerry-

faintly
JerryJerry-

'dmlly
Jerry-

That'family'dmllydmllyfaintly boat ,, the Cape KarlukKarlak He That was the beginningbegmnmg of his-

headed
hishis-

headedheaded northnonh to SalterySahery Cove for Job as a skipper .. After lendingtendinglend 109 to-

f

toto-

IIf the season'sseasonssea'IJO'sseaIJOs' '' flrrt11Mfirm opening ., that responsibility for nearly a-

There's
aa-

There'sThere'sTheres'' a gleam in JerryJerry'sJerrys'\ eyes year,,. he admittedadmtUed that he *""reall-
ya

"really-
as

'reallyreally"really'

asa\aahe\ he recallsrecall. that openingopenmg The felt good about It "

responsibilityre\ponslblhtyreponslblhty\ of makingmakmg the rightrtght He inheritedInhermd: another challenge

I

from his father ; hhelpinglping longtime-
hear

10ng'lIme-

bear
long-timelongtime10ng'lIme10nglIme--'

beqrbearhear huntinghuntmg,
guide ,. teeLee Hancock-

of
HancockHancock-

ofof AnchorageAnchorage'Iuncock., /'fluncoqk/'Iuncock'IuncockIuncockPancock;; concoo-

ducted
cone-

dueled
coo-coocone¬-

ducteddueled bhiownbbtownown bear huntshuntll in10 the-

vicinity
thethe-

vlcmllY of Old HarborHar ()vlcmllYvicinityTIVIllllJTIVIllllJfl\\flflliflifOldVIM MIV"tMIVt'"r ',

TakingTakmg ]
< eager hunters to the-

spots
thethe-

hpotSspotshpotS whdrewhclrewhdfe thqthe bearsbean roamroalt] toIs aa-

Job

a-

jobjob thatthai JJerryJ0rtrry} seemslIeems to enjoy as-

much
asas-

muchmuchmuchasas fiftyhinghlnghing The respomsibli-
ty

responisibli-
ty

respomsibli-respomsiblire\poOl"bllrepoOl"bllpoOlbllresponisibli-responisibli\ " -.

ty wawaswall nothingoothm8 new to ''himhim'him-
II

I

thoughtthough . His grandfather *., Larry-

Matfay
LarryLarry-

MatlayMatfayMatlay ,. has guided bear huntshlmlll on-

Kodiak
onon-

KodiakKodiak [Island.IandIand. for many years-
and

yearsyears-
andand ,, an eexcellentcellent st6rystdryst ry tellerleller ,. he's-

shared
he'sheshe's-

shared

'

pharedshared Countlessdountless bear hunting efcejek( *.+
pcneni.espcneniespenences. with his grandchildrengl'1lndchtldreogl1lndchtldreo' .,

Jerry learned valuablevalaable lesRons-
which

lessonslesRonslessons-
whichwhich were appliedapphed as hhehq? helped-

Hancock
helpedhelped-

HancockHancock
HancockThe

The first year Jerry went out on

the bear'" hunthunl (, it
,took two days-

before
daysdays-

beforebefore the firstfirt; bear was shot-

"We
shotshot-

"We""WeWe waitedwalled 14 more daydaysday4
,
before-

another
beforebefore-

anotheranother one wawas, tacdntu } en ,,
'"' he .says.dYSdYS .,,

But Jutkluck41luck, campcamecam fasterruster the-

following
thethe-

followfollowfollowing109 year WWithinIIhm two daYdays$,,.

two bearsbearh were ,shat-

Jerry
shbtshatshbt-

Jerry
hhthht-

JerryJerry nownoli' has hishts aqassistantassistant-
guiding

I.tantItantI.tant-
guiding

.
guiding licensehcense andund hehe. dreamsdream. of-

Cohtinued
ofof-

Continued(ContinuedCohtinued on Page Seven ) ,

I
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Jerry ''hOIhOIPhotoPhan. by MlktMikeMik. RoadfloRoo '"j
Jerry ChristiChristiansennsen of Old Herbor'hOIHarborPhanHarborHerbor

Old HarborHarboHarbor
,

fisherrhanfisherman
I

remembers 1964
:
'

(Continued from PaaePaoa $SIXIx)
(he duyday ''whenwhen he becomes a full-

fledge
full-

nedge
lull-

fledge
lull-lullfull-full--

fledgenedge hunting gUIguitfeguidee like hlhi4-

grsindfathcr
hishi4

grandfathergrsindfathcr ,. who alongalongwithwith-

Leonard
withwith-

LeonardLeonard HelgasonHelgaon_ , isIh the only-

Kodiak
onlyonly-

KodiakKodiukKodiak Islund-bornIslundbornhland-bornhlandIsland-bornIsland- huntinghunting-
guide

hunting-
guideguide
guideJerry

Jerry hitshashis lived in Old Harbor-
all

HarborHarbor-
nilallnil his lifehfe and he'sheslie'slies'' content to seesee-

the
see-

thethe village1villagevillpgd remain much the way-

it
way-

it
way

it laIs - with justjut_ a few Im-

provements
Imhn-

provements
hn-hnIm-Im-¬-

provements ,, he adds One of hishlhhlh-

I

his-

iiI concernscon'ernsconerns(' waswaq that there would bebe-
I

be-

more
I' more employment opportunities-

Within
opportunitiesopportunities-

WlthmWithinWlthm the pastpat_ year Jerry And-

fellow
andand-

fellowfellow residents have been busy-

working
buqy-

work
busybuqy

workworking109 on villagevlllilge capitalCllplal! im-

proventent
Im-

provement
imIm-Im¬-

provementproventent projects-
Jerry

projprojectsprojects-
Jerry

J< tq
\ JerryJerrv points to fishthh processing-

as
processingproeing( _

8as a viablevillble induindustrytry which not on-

ly
onon-

ly
on-on-¬-

ly provides more jobs for the-

village
thethe-

VVvillageIl1age , but makes it handierhandler for-

local
forfor-

locallocal fishermenfhhermen who usuallyuually_ have-

to
havehave-

toto go to the south end of the island-

or
Islandhlandhland-

oror to Kodiak in10 order to deliver-
their

dehver-
their

deliverdehver
their fish However , floatingfloatlhg pro-

cessors
propro-pro-

cessors
-¬-

cessors moor afat the village from-

time
fromfrom-

timetime to timetllne , and that has helped-

the
helpedhelped-

thethe situation ,,. notes Jerry Yet , he-

f

he-

feels
hehe-

feelhfeelhfeelsfeel * more permapermanentnent operations-
are

operationsoperations-
are

f

are needed ..

Looking back at the years he'sheshe's-

spent
he's-

spent

''

spent in the village , Jerry points-

to
pointspomtspomt-

stltotl) the 1964 Good FridayFnday tidal-

wave
tidaltidal-

wavewave as perhaps the mostmost-

I

most-

rIr dramatic and traumatic event-

Alhtough
eventevent-

AlhtoughyearsIAlhtough he was only seven years-

old
years-

old
years

I

old at the time , he vaguely-

remembers
vaguelyvaguely-

I

vaguely-

remembersremembers the desperationdeqperallon of the-

villagers
the

I

\ villagers as they fled to the near-

by
near-

I

near-

by
nearnear-¬-

I byndgebyridgeby ndgeridge for safety .. ItII waswah a chil-

ly

chilchil-

ly

chil-chil-¬-
ly eveningevenmg and he didn'tdidnt' have-

time

havehave-

timetime to dress warmly ., Escaping-
the

EscapingEscaping-
thethe destructive wave

I,thetrIwalews|, , their-

main
theirthetrthetr-

maIO ''l-

Jerry
l-lmainmaIO concentconcernconcerns *, ". *. -.

JerryrememberVtheJerryremember3"thdJerry remembersrememberVtheremember3-"thdremember3"thdthd"

*- """thethe" awful-

sight
awful-

sight
twfulawful

sight of houses beingbemg rippednpped from-

their
(fromromrom-

II their foundationsfoundatlohs , carriedcamedcamedawaycarriedawayaway-

by

awayaway-

byby the violent wave .. He also-

recalls
aho-

recalls
alsoaho

recalls the people ciyingcrymgcrying from the-

terror
thethe-

terrorterror. wrbuahtwrought by the wave ,, and., - - - ,

from the gfiefgllefgrief of seeingqeemg thetheir-

homes
theirrr-

homeqhomeshomeq curriedcarriedcarrlyd out to heaseahea-

There
sea-

ThereThereThere
\

were no liveshves loqlosllost( in10 Old-

Harbor
OldOld-

farhor!Harborfarhor in thatthai uVas.teruVasterIhqajterchewier
.

;: but propro-

perty
pro-

pertyperty loss10\1101\ wawas_ great ThThe nenextt dayday-

fiqhlng
day-

fishingfishingfiqhlng vvesselslels_ and government-
boats

governmentgovernment-
boatsboats evacuatedevacullted the residents-
took

reldenth-
took

residentsreldenth_

took them totl1 KoduikKodlllkKodiak ,. andnd fromfrom-

there
from-

therethere , the peopleeople were flown to-

Anchorage
toto-

AnchorageAnchorage The refugees livedlaved in10

-

\11-

Camp
the quonset4uonlelyuonsw (complex.omplexomplex. () mplcx knwknownknowknowas() das_

(JumpCumpCamp Denali AboutAboUI ad mtmdnlh-

later

monthmdnlhnthnth-

laterlater they returnedrcturnrd toIn Old HartiHarborHarlorHarlor-
were

! rrrr-

werewere cpnconstructioncimstructiohtrulIoh( Wawas_ undfunderwayunderway-

Some

; rwfiyrwfiy-

SomeSSomeme of the familiesfdmllle had to ItliveItveIveIve-

In

\

! veve-

inin ttents<; ntsnth untilunul theirthm new houhouUseeses-

were

_

were (completedompleled ,. MIlYnayssays Jerry '

,

Currently JerryJerryI iis* looking t16r16r-

ward
torrr-

wllrdwardwllrd to the _springpnpg bear huntshuntl
-


