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ANRC :: THROUGHTHROtJGHTH11OUGH THE LOOKINGLOOKING.ASSGLASS-
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I ThiTnlThis$ past ;iweekweek marks thetl1e encjendn4 pfQf thetotet e AlaskaIaslta NativeNatlvlI Revieweview , I,

Commission'sCommissionsCommtssior'sCommtssiors# '' ""RoundRound Table" discussions and village hearingihearingS ,.

InInIIany/many/IIanyIIany ways ,, this year-longyearlong-- , fact-findingfactfinding-- mission by former-
I

former
I, s\ Canadian Justice ThomasThol11\lsThol11ls\ R .,. BergerJ3erger ,, has been more informative-

than
Informativet-

hQO
informative

thanthQO his tereporttefOrtart may be ..

The ANRC hearings created for us fta rather unique "'""mirrormirrormirror "
through which we could view ourselvesourselveSs , perhaps in a way wewe-

would, would not have otherwise dared ., WWe have been able to identtfIdentifyIdentify-
JJ ourout weaknesses as a people and to10 take a measure of our-

strengths
ourour-

strengthsstrengths too . The process ,, for some of us , has not been easy ,,.
I in fact , It probably has been very painfulpaintbl for some ..

,
The ANRCsANRC's'' hearings have reflected AlaAlaskaka Natives as peo-

pie
peopeo-peo¬'-

plepie fearful of losing the land we live onott and rereceiveelve sustenance-
from

sustenance

11fromfrom , and it has shown us the distrust we have of theIl1e corporate-
structure

corporatecorporate-
structurestructure that was aa part of ANCSA . More than that , however ,,

the hearings have shown us the fear we have of ourselves and-

the
andand-

IhetheIhe distrust we havern.vcrnvchaste. of each other ,.

IIReflectionsReflections from the ANRC hearings have also shownshoW11 the-

abundance
thethe-

abundanceabundance of ideas that our people have , the amount of energy-
we

energyenergy-
wewe are willing to10 give and thetlte resourcefulness we have as a pe-

pie
pe-

pie
pe-

ple
pe-pe-

plepie , all ofwhichof whichwhichwewe will eventually putputtl'wardputtlwardtpward' protectingprotectmg the-

land
thethe-

landland for Us and futurefu\\lrefulre\ generations ,,.

TheTlte Berger Commission .hasrn.srns raised more questions than there-

are
therethere-

areare answers for right now . Many of the questions are theoreticaltheoretical-
inin nature and there probably will be no answers .. Some of the-

questions
thethe-

questionsquestions about ""thethe place of AlaskaAlaslta Natives in the world " can-

only
cancan-

onlyonly be anansweredwered bby}) ourselves and by history ,,. Many of us are-

unrealistically
are-

unreahstically
are

unrealjsticallyunreahsticallyunrealistically expecting Thomas Berger to answer questions-
that

questionsquestions-
thatthat we cannot answer for ourselves , and in that regard , we can-

expect
cancan-

eXpeXpexpectcttto be disappointed with the report because such ques-

tions
quesques-¬.-

tionshons we have been asking aobut PurOutur culture ,, ourout Identity ,, and-

our
a11-

dour

anda11d

our1our future cancan'onlycanonly'

only be answeredanswere
,

<! by us ,,

'promI'romIrom one perspective ,, the ANRC hearings have beenbeep delusivedelusive-

inin that some have created Images of themselves as leaders .

I EspousingESJOuslng? Ideas over and over again before a ""commissioncommission *"'
has the effectgffect of lendinglendng, Some legitimacy to those Ideas ,, and-

those
andand-

thosethose espousingeSJOusing? them see themselves as leaders . In realityrealilY j* areare-

they

are-

they

are-

theythey ?
i,

iFromFromProm another perspective , the Berger heathearingsheatingsings have hadItad a-

polarization
aa-

polarizationpolarization effect , which may not have fceenbeeneen there otherwise ,.

Itfl is doubtful that the effect ,, if there was one *, will be long lasting ..

The polarization or divisiondivisippdlVlbl l1 of ?politicalJOlitical ideas that reflected from-

the
fromfrom-

thethe hearings can also be a ststiength, ength and a resourcereqource for Alaska-
Natives

AlaskaAlaska-
NativesNatives ,,.

'

q Ik

The Honorable ThomaThomas R ,. Berger has before him anau awesomewesomeiwesome}wesome-
II4 task of putting on paper the efcpressiPnsexpressionse pressl ns of frustratfrustrationfrustratloJoit) ,, the-

bleatings
the

. !,
bleatings Of some who are confused about thetrtheir own identityIdentuy ,,

' ttthethe fears of the distrustfuldlstrustfuidIstrustfulandand the courage of those who have-

been
haveaveave-

been'jljl'jlthebeen chosenchO'ienchOien' to lead atal a time whewhetfwhen there is much atal stake ,*. He-

is
He

, is indeedIndeedaa courageouscoul1lgeouscoul1lgeousIIanrnan/IIanIIanman/ to have accepted the tasklsklskoftaskofof mak ¬,
(

i
G,Ginging recommendations about governance ,, protection of the lands-

and
lands

and culture aridaid maybe trying to answer questions that we caca.h-

not
ca.h-ca.hcah.

-',,

I
notpot answer for ourselves ,, right now .

)
I

We wishwishlush
I

Justice BergerBerger
'

well as he begins the task pfoff repor ¬'
: tingtlng his findings andaJdaid) recommendations on how ANCANCAANCSA$A affeaffected-

s

affectedtel<
\

is\ Alaska Natives ,.
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