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For thehe! 'Tundrafundro'ruadraruadra TTlme"A few ''daysdaysaya
,
ago I was }reading-

an
treadingreadingreadingreading-

anan Anthropological study I>ofofanf anan-

Alaska
an-

AlaskaAlaska :!pskimpJsktmQFsktmq community andand-
LA

and-

lifter
and-

Lifter
community ,

. . . . . . .LA * f t 1 t I J .ititlifterlertlblerealizationterriblerealizationT finished It ,, a lertlbleterrible
realization came to mlnd\lmlndlmind'ilmindilmindtl,',\ mUht-

be
mustmUhtmust-

bebe especially stupid becauseecause after
40 years of being an EskJimoEslGlmoEskimo , 1I
knewknowknew less about my culture thanthan-
thut

than-
thatthatthut AnthropologistAnthropolog"tAnthropologt" didlid ..

'l'l-

ButBut then I thought about 1Iisome]! somesome-

more
some-

moremore , and reasonedreuoned$ thatthllt t may
JujustmayJumayjustt appear that waywuy ,, as <Il11Dn-
ythings

imany-
things

manyIl11Dnyimany
things appearuppear 'to10

IthingIbe oneoneIonethingoneethingI''thingthingethingething-

when
thingthing-

whenwhen they areareactuallyactuallyactually somsomethingsomething-
else

thlngthlng-
elseelse .

SinceSmce the besbe.1be1be.1way.( way to10 find outout-

Just
out-

justjust how much anyone actuallyactually-
knows

actually-
knowsknows about a ,fcubjectubjectSubject is tdt6to exex-

amine
ex-

amine
ex-ex¬-

amine the methmethodsmethods<)ds they used toto-

arrive
to-

arrivearrive atallheirtheir answersaniwersanswers; ,, I decideddecided-
to

decided-
toto pretend I (\twaswas an AnAn-

thropologist
An-

thropologist
An-An-¬-

thropologist who was studying a

#jftRinge>wngesnge culture . BeingQeing Eskimo , II-

nat
I-

naturallynatnaturallynatrallyrally chose to study ""thethe"the-
Oussuk

"the-
GussukOussukGussuk culture ,, '"4\4which! which is cercer-
tuinly

cer-cercer-

tainly
¬-

tainlytuinly strange enougenough".
.,

Now I understand that AnAn-

thropology
An-

thropololy
An-An¬--

thropologythropololy and ArchaeologyAr'chueologyArchueology' areare-

i"slster,"f'sisterfsisteri"slsterislster""sistersister' " sciencesscieJ1CC4 so I Suppose thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst thing to dodQ wouldwOlild be to findfind-
some

find-
somesome old GussukOussuk graves and digdig-
the

dig-

thenithethemtheni",,
up for artifacts ., In EgyptEgypt-

there
Egypt-

therethere are pyramids with mum-
mies

mum-
mies

mummum-¬-
mies in them , but!nothingIOthing like

,
thatthat-

near
that-

pearnearpear here ,. so I would have to setset-

tle
set-

tle
set-set¬-

tle for what'swhats'' available ,, but stillstill-
representative

still-
representativerepresentative .. Maybe Grant'sGrantsOranl'sOranls'' oror-

Llnel
or-

Lincoln'sLlnelLincoln'sLincolns> ln'slns' tomb ? Then after I gol-

some
gotgolgot-

somesome artifacts ,. I would pick aa-

Gussuk
a-

OussukGussukOussuk community ,. say Boston ,

andund find a typical GussukOussuk familyfamily-
toto livelivo with and observe close up ,.
like the GcttysGettys ,. the RockefellersRockefellers-
oror the Kennedys .. IIwouldwouldwouldalsoalsoalso-

wander
also-

wanderwander around the Community ,

knocking on doors and asking allall-

sorts
all-

sortssorts of questions ,. like ;: ""DoDo youyou-
use

you-
useuse deodorant becausebecuuse :: a .. ) you'reyoure'

.

trying to10 attractIIUruct bebedsbeess to pollinatepolllnutepolllnute-
you

pollinate-
youyou ?? b .. ) your under-armsunderarms- absorbabsorb-
alcohol

absorb-
alcoholalcohol and thatthut Is how youYQU getget-
drunk

get-
drunk1drunkdrunk1drunk1c? c .. ) it indicates yyourur socia-

lstatus

socialsocial-

statusstatusstatusstatusd
? d . ) becausebecaUhC it has religiousreligious-

significance
religious-

signssignssignificanceicance ?' e . ) you'reyoure' wArning-

off
warningwilrnml! .

off predatorspredutor$ ? fft)) you dondon'tdont''II know-

why
knowknow-

whywhy ? Then after amassing tonsIons ofof-

material
of-

muteriulmaterialmuteriul , II would make a bunch-

of
bunchbunlhbunlh-

ofof charts and graphs and put them-
In

themthem-
inin a book about the GussukOussukGussuk-
culture

Oussuk-
cultureculture . I would alsoulso include-

some
Include-

some
include

some photographs ofQf the daily aactie-

Uvilles
tie-tie>,-

tivitiesUvillestivitles of typical GussuksOussuks in theirtheir-

cpmmunhy
their-

communitycommunitycpmmunhy ;; you knowknpw ,, cute 11-

1tie

litlit-

tle
111-111lit-lit¬--

tletie nude childrenhlldren and bare-

breasted
bare-

breasted
bure-

breasted
bare-barebure-bure-

breasted women ,, just like Na-

tional
NaNa-

tional
Na-Na¬-

tional GeographicGtogrophlC . Then I would-

get
wouldwould-

getget some famousfumous persons( ) to10 enen-

dorse
en-

dorse
en-en¬-

dorse my book so everyoneeveryone-
would

everyone-
wouldwould naturally assume thatthut IIwaswaswas-

smart
was-

smartsmart and knew whatwhut I waswas talk-

ing
talk-

mg
talktalk-¬-

ingmg aboutSabout ,,. I

\

I

,

AAfterArterftet ' all that work , 1I wouldwould-

know wouldi i\

know just as much aboutabou\abouabout\ tthethe-

Gussuk
ee-

OussukGussukOussuk culture as theyIhey knowknow-

about
knowII

about ourspurs ,, which is nothnothingng .

MargaetMarguel Mead once saidsuld thatthat-

the
that-

thethe essencessence ofQf AnthropologicalAnthropological-
work

Anthropological-
workwork Is comparisoncbrhparison ,. Paul , in thethe-

Bible
the-

BibleBible ,*. said thatIhat those who-

measure
whowho-

measuremeasure themselvesthemelves$ byby-

themselves
by-

themselvesthemselves , and clcomparet-
hemselves

compare> mparempare-
themselvesthemselves among themselves ,,

are not wise . And anyone whowho-

wbuld
,

wouldwbuld do altall that work to learnleurnleurn-

nothmg
learn-

nothingnothingnothmg , when there are so many-

easier
manymany-

easiereasier wayswuys to learn nothing ,, is-

not
Is-

npt
is

notnpt allull thatthut wise after allull ,, are-

they
areare-

theythey ?
_ , _
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