'_Boardmg Home Rural Students

By DIANNE ANDERSON

Thirty. eager faces turn to-
25 each .

ward Robert Lintott,
morning.  Lintott is an| English

teacher at Dimond High School:

but he is much more to these

particular. high school'
youngsters.

‘ Lintott teaches xhem Enghsh

true. - He diso teaches them

social "studies. and how to get -

aged

along inan. urban envnronmen(
He talks about  dictionaries
and he talks about application

forms and the' Alaska ‘Medical

.Center. . He also talks about

vnatwe land cldxms government,

‘and the role of the citizen.

Lintott is one. of ‘six such
“teachers in the Anchorage Bor-
ough School District who' are
working with new-to-the-city na-
tive students in a two—hour-n-day
Core program. - All of the stu-
dents. ‘are participants in the
boarding home program.

Core is not a new:concept:

t‘akmg several “subject - matters

such’ as. English, history, geog-
‘raphy ‘and’ current affairs’ and
combmmg them into one course.
: But this class is new in that it
was"especially developed for the
native youngsters coming to the
city ‘with few: or inadequate
communications skills.

« ‘Most of - the 'youngsters,. .al-
lhough all of high school age,
read at about ‘fourth "or fifth
grade level. -

- “This in no way reflects on
“their -ability, drive, potential or
intelligente,” Lintott says.

.. But lack of skill does affect
their . progress in othér areas.
Much  of, the -problem’ can be

attributed to: their competency. .-

with the English Tanguage.

Thé youngsters are also very .
shy ‘and withdrawn in the world -~ -

at’ large.: - Anchorage -and’ the
large” student body at-Dimond
H1gh .are sometimes overwhelm-
ing.

By way  of background “the
state of Alaska began its board:
inghome. program ' some five
years ago .in answer to an ever
present educational problem. in
Alaska: lack of secondary school
“facilities in~ the bush. - Alaska
had_traditionally. sent . its high
school aged. native children Out-
side to Bureau of Indian Affalrs
boirding schools.

Under ‘the recent program,
some youngsters can elect to
stay in Alaska by coming to

’e\(plorcd Anchorage’s .
‘the string" of bars along” =’

one of the more urban areas,"

living with' foster families, and .
-attending an urban high school.

A number of cities and towns
participate in the program but'
the vast .majority: of youngsters
come “t0" Anchorage.  Of this
year's 980 boarding " students,
Anchorage has 337 and Fair-
banks has 186.

Not all of them will sucuccd

“.in their new life.

It ‘was this lack of probable

success that particularly troubled :
" Lincott last year when he first

became acquainted with a few
of the students.

~Not 'to be: defeated ‘in " his
attempts to teach, the young,
fourth year teacher began inter-
viewing other teachers at ran-
dom about their experience with

boarding ‘home. kids ‘in their .

classes. © He found that he was
not alone.

“The . hard-core” silence can
be a bit disconcerting to any
teacher,” ‘he commented while
talking ‘about ‘the students’ re-
serve. .

Lmlott then talked to ‘the
state’s boarding home coordina-
tors.. He stopped by the police

- department. One Saturday night,

noté, pad 'in_hand; the teacher
“Native-
Strip,”
several blocks of Foyrth Avenue,

The section.seryes as'a meet- -

ing place for many- persons, in-

" cluding ‘natives newly:arrived to
the: city. looking fot friends and.

relatives who came-before them.

+:Lintott metafew of his students.

that some-

At was “evident
“We brought

thing was wrong.

“them- into a-large schiool and a

something  they.

large ~ town, "
Then we said,

aren’t used to.
‘sink or swim.’

sWe_ hadn’t made any overt

" effort ‘to provide for their suc-

cess, and therefore we were con-
tributing to their failure,” -the
teacher sard.

Lintott made the same' state-

(Cont inued on Page 6)



--t0o0.

“was. useful,
-+ terribly hectic.
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ments to the facuity representa-
tive council of ‘the; Anchorage
Borough Education Association.
He asked ‘the group to take a

. firm stand on the need for im-

provement in native~ education
in' Anchorage, which they did.
Apparently others had been
concerned with “the problem,
Les Wells, director of sec-
ondary - education for the An-
choarge'schools, approached Lin-
tott to help draw up a proposal
to submit to the state Depart-
ment of Education for monies
to develop a program to help

. acclimate the youngsters commg

in from the bush.
The state provided some S5,
000-for teachers and counselors’

. salaries for several weeklong ch-
- “riculumn’ writing and orientation -
-programs. ;

“Thé new'students were brought

*in early fora three-day intepsive
- get-acquainted program with the
- «teachers, counselors and: fellow
= AStudei’ﬂS
" program was drawn up to fam--

An _extensive tour

iliarize them’ with- the city. It
the < kids " said; but

Next.. year;  the oncntauon

“program . wil be stretched out
‘over a ]onger penod Lintott
- saig.
When Seplember came. Lin-
Ion said30-of the newly arrived:
“youngstefs in his own Core class;
; there weré suppcscd to be on!\

Nol all of the boarding: home
chlldren are in the Core progmm

it should be noted.

“We're concentrating on’ lhc

"new-to-Anchorage kids rather

than ‘thase - returning boardmg
home students,” Lintott said, *
Those *youngsters “especially

“inneed.of help with communica-

tions skills get first priority. Of

~the 331 kids-in"the Anchorage-
: boardmg home program; 180 to
-190 ‘are in “the specnal Core

program.
Dimond ng,h has’ two Core
classes. One is taught by Lintott:;
and the other by Mrs. Phyllis
Sullivan. East’s groups are direct-

‘ed by Mrs. Laura Berhard and

Clude Carrington and West’s by
Bob Marlin.’
Mrs. Pat Wendt teaches the

“class at Wendler ;Junior -High.
" The teachers were chosen on

the basis of interest and abnlny,

- Lintott said.

Counselors who,pamcnpatedv
in the special orientation were
Jean Portlock, East; Mrs. H.L,
Burkheimer, West: Mrs. Maurina
Bowles, Dimond; and Mrs. Betty
Ramsey, Wendler. Mrs. Mimi
Martin, boarding home consul-

“tanf, and Mrs. James Cox, repre-

senting the boarding home par-
ems, also contributed.
* Mrs. Pat Darby, state home-

_school coordinator, believes it is
a little early to evaluate the dif-
ference. between the boarding

home youngsters in last: year’s
program without Core and this

. ual v1llagcs

year’s kids with Corc

But according to tnlks she’s
had with several 0% the teachers,
it 'seems to be working out ex-
tremely well, she said.

“Core  provides: a “stepping
stone" for. jumping into urban
living,” she explained.

Thé  school district is . also
apparently pleased with the pro-
gram. It is one of several pro-
grams the district is attempting
to “establish for the native stu-
dent.

A Rural Transitional Center
is now underway and a social
studiescourse on *“Alaska Native
History and Culture” is available
on the secondary level, accord-
ing to Curriculum Director Wells.

Wells also noted that the In-
structional Television Center. is
developing a 13-film series on
native culture for use in the
sé¢venth grade classroom.

Lintott is especially. pleased
with his students’ progress.

-“In four days, the kids were*

_giving oral presentations from

their seats onhfe in their mdmd»
he said.

Now they can talk before the
class with little problem.

But ‘the shyness and: uncer-

“tainty is. stow to dissolve out-

side.the classroom.

“l took them to the library
this. morning-and showed them
where. everything was and how
to.use it.' 1-hdad hopes !hey d
each-find a book or newspaper
or whatever, but they all wanted
very definitely -to go..back to
their .classroom - after the - tour

‘was finished,” Lintott comment-
‘ed. - “They felt uncomfortable.

They weren’t ready to venture

- outinto the world at large. They
‘_have a long-way to g0 in social
*-ease,” he noted.

The- youngslers m.w tmnsler
out of the Core progiam any-
time ‘they ‘and th nselor
feel they can function-adequate-
- ly in a regular English or social
studies class. - In the meantime,.
tof: course, .they are attending

“regular classes for -the major

portion of the day.
Some have already progressed

- to the point where they are

ready to leave the class. Others
have found it necessary to drop
out. of the boardmg program
itself.

One boy realized after a few ..
weeks that the hectic pressured
life in the city and large school
was becoming detrimental to his
health. The young man returned -
to his village.

“This speaks something about
our life style. We who are wrap-
ped up in this urban conlexl
have a whole lot ‘to learn from
this other culture,” Lintott said.

The kids think so too. During
a dictionary drill, one of the
village boys told' Lintott that he
would send home for his Eskimo
hymnal so that Lintott could
study the syllables in the Eskimo
tongue.



