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;Homes, Vital Program for Outlying Vlllages

A little. published, but ex-
tremely vital program benefiting
Alaska’s villagers is being carried
out under the remote housing

" program. To date it is providing’
-335 new homes to families in 18 |

Alaska villages.

Federal funding for the pro-
gram is not budgeted for the
coming year, and the state has
taken steps to assure the contin-
uation of the program by giving
the voters an  opportunity  to
vote on a three million dollar
bond issue to.be used for remote

housing. Mr. Robert Schenker, '
executive director of the Alaska:

State Housing Authority— the
“agency responsible for the ad-
ministration  of the program,
said ‘last week that the housing
conditions inthe villages of our
state are among the worst in

the world, and no money spent
by the -State of Alaska could

" possibly find better use than to

provide decent, ' safe, samtary
homes for our people.

The. program provides a com-
bination of grant and loan to

the  villagers, and each home

owner panimpates ina m_ulual
help program to. construct thé
homes.

The average cost for materials, ;

transpdrtation and supervisory
help.in constructing the homes
is $64,000.

The ability of the v1]lagers to:

build their own homes and to
take advantage of the opportun-
ity has been an extremely re-
warding - experience, according
to Schenkcr and demonstrates
again “‘the. determination ‘of our
people when opportunities are
preserfted to them.”
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