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For the first graders ipin threethree-

villages'. villagesviJages) off the KtiskokwimKuskokwimKtlskokwim areaarea-
school

area-
schoolschoolschoolthis-thisthis.this-.. year will include aa-

new
a-

newnew and long-overduelongoverduelong-o\erdueoerdue- \ programpro.gram. ,

unique among allallotherother schoolsschools-
inin Alaska . They will be usingusing-
theIr

using-
theirtheir own nativenatlvc tongue ,. YukYuk-
Eskimo

Yuk-
EskimoEskimo , as the primary languagelanguage-
ofofofinstructioninstruction .

AkjachakAkiachak . NunapitchukNun pitchuk andand-
Napakl3k

and-
NapakiakNapakiakNapakl3k are the first villages toto-

receive
to-

receivereceive thisIIl1S new program ,. develdevcl-devcldevel-devcl-

oped
devel-

oped
¬-

oped by the linguistics departdepart-depart-
ment

depart-
ment

¬-
ment of the University of Alaska .

The departmentdcpartment developeddevcloped thethe-

system
the-

systemsystem as a pilot programprograTI! underunder-
the

under-
thethe aegis of the Rural SchoolSchool-
Project

School-
ProjectProject , sponsored by the BureauBurcauBurcau-
of

Bureau-
ofof Indian-AffairsIndianAffairsIndlan-AffairIndlanAffair- .

The program isIS.,. uniqueullique be-bebe-

causFTi
be-

caus
b-

ecause
-

causFTicausecaus1tit Involvesnvolves a new systemsystemJ-

t1
system-

ininJt1 which thetlle language can nownow-
1t

now-
bebe\1t1t\ ' writtenwntten asIS< wellwellJwellasasJ spokenspukt'llspuktll' .

EskimoIskimo: has been writtenwntten to somesome-
cxtent

some-
extentextentcxtent forfor manymanvittanv years , but thethe-
slI1l1lant

the-

similaritiessimilaritiesslI1l1lant es fromfrOli1 one village toto-

the
to-

thethe next were so vague asa\aato\ toto-

often
to-

oftenoften be undecipherabelundeclpherabcl .. becausebecause-
the

because-
thethe spellingspelllllg anddnd grammar werewere-
left

were-
leftleft up to thethctile individualmdlvldual..

The linguistics department hashas-

developed
has-

developeddeveloped a new system ,. usinguSl11guSl11-
gthe

using-
thethe standard EnglishEoglishEoglishaJphabctEnglishalphabetalphabetaJphabct ,

with the exception ofofaa fewfew-

symbols
few-

symbolssymbols , which has standardisedstandardilcdstandardilcd-
the

standardised-
thethe spelling and grammar rules .

This offers the opportunityopportunityC-

ontinued
opportunityC-

ontinued( Continued on Page 6 . )
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of9f usingususingng the' mothermother'tonguemothertongue"tonguetongue'tongue"' ass aa-

iau'guage
a-

.languagelanguageiau'guageiauguage.language. ' of instruction , andand inin-

soso doing preservepreservethepreserve-thepreservethepre rve -thethe-. the native .,
lart-lartlan-lanlart'iguag-

e

lan-

page
ar1-ar1ar1-

ge
-

'-

iguage
i-

guage"-pagepage- ge .whichwhich. hasliarh s beenbe.en. in Seriousscriousscrious-
ie

seriousserious-
jeopardyjeopardyie pardy ofof'dvinofdvinofdvinkout'dyinft'oufdyinftoufou';, .

-
,

.

UntilUnti1-nowUnti1nownownow- ,., childrejichildren-werechildrenwerechildrert-werechildrert-- were, forcforc--forc-
ed

forc-
ed

¬-'

ed tottotospeakspeak-speakspeakEnglishsPspeakk:-' English fromfront thethe-

time

'

time they firstfirst' '' wjentwente t
"-

to
t-o"-

toschoolto'schooltoschoolto-schooltoschoolto'school-
and

"toschool-
and

-schoolschool-'
and

.
werewerepunished"- punishedp-

unished'-punishedp-

unished
-- punishedp-

unished"'- for doingdoiygdoiyg-
'otherwise

doing-
Qtherwise .otherwise'otherwiseQtherwise . '

.ManyMany. ' of. the materialsmat rials usedusedused-

for
used-

forfor the instruction ofofreadingreading ,

writing , and social studies andand-
math

and-
mathmath cancan be and havehavebeen-beenbeen- been-
adapted

'
adapted fromfrom EnglishEI,1g1ishEI1g1ish, texts-textstextsFur.:.- Fur-FurFur-
ter

Fur-
ter

Fur-
ter

-
ter materialsmateriats.aremateriatsarematerialsate.areare. being developed
bydevelopedbyIrene Reedee'deed' , pfqfof , the 1epart-
ment

depart1epart-1epartdepart-depart-
ment

¬-
ment ofof1inguisticslinguistics and her a.ssjst-a.ssjsta.ssjs-
tant

.assistassist-assist-
ant

¬-
ant , Pascal AfcanArcan , with a largelarge-

grant
large-

grantgrant from the BIABlA . -

Mr . Afcan has written andand-
illustrated

and-
illustratedillustrated several original chil-chilchil-

drens
chil-

drens
chil-

drens
-

drens stories , and alongalongwithwithwith-
Miss

with-
MissMiss Reed , translatedtran laed! several oth-othoth-

t

oth-
ers

oth-
ers

-

ers from the English . TheseThese-
'littlelittle'little' bo9ksb09ksbooks are being used in1in-inin'theinthein'the-
three

'- thethe-

threethree schools at the present time .

., The three villagesvillagesall-allall*-allallspeak-speakspeakspeak-
'the

speak-
the

-peak
'thethe'the Yuk dialect and this willw l.1l1. be

,
the primarypriniary language .usedused.,usedusedinusedi"inin-in-ii"- in-

the
i-

the
n

the firstfirslgradfirstgradethisyeargrade'triisvyeargradetriisvyear
.,
;ll1isye' ,: lr.: ,;. ,". -.

. i-
.English-wil

i-
.Englishwil

i-
.English

i-
English

w-il.JngJistiJngJisti.. .JngJistiwillriglishill: "

-willwill-.* ] l be taughttaug11'1taug111taug11'1aftbe' a- 't-thea-'ta-tt-heaftbeaftbes-

an1e
a- 't'tba-ttba-'t'tbswine'

_''- e
swinesamesan1e tirrjetifuethine asMat a secondarysecQndary, lanIantantan-

guage
¬.:

guage . .,'' ' ' .
:'

guagev .
. -v-v-vNext,

- Next yearye.ar. 'EskimoEskimo' wilKbewilhwill.' + t) e
. used-useduedusedalso:; -, alsoalo$ in thethe-thesecond- second grade.gradgradgrade-
acid

. ':,
andhdacid so'onisoonisosoon''OnOn' ;, untiluni the 'fifthfifth' . gradegraqegraqe-
when

gradgrad-
when

e
when the '-

children
c-hildren'-

children
c-

hildren' hildreo are supposedsupposesuppose-

to
d

v, to be.., fluent in reading , writingwntingwnting-
and

writinwritin-
and

, g

and, speakingsp aking bothb.othboth
.

languageslangta-geslangtages} - .

TheseThese villages-villagesvillageswere-,. werewerewerechosechosenchorenchosechose-
because

n
. becausebecauS tHey areire1i e stillst ll primarilyprimanlyprimartlprimarily-

native
primanly-

native
primarily-

nativenative speaking-SospeakingSospeakingsospeakingospeaking-speaking," - , o theth childrenchildren-
will

children-
will

children-
willwill comeome.inomein.intoto tine-schooltineschoolthe-schoolthe-the-'schthe'schschtheschoolalready- -' ololalreadyalreadyalready-
usingusing the nativen tiye tpnguetongue ini speechspeech-

Another
.

AnotherAn the { important part-partpartofparto-. ofof
.

., the , bi-lingualbilingualbi-IingualIingual-- 'programprogram'prognul1prognul1' partthatisis-isisthat"'- thathatthat-
which

that-

which
( ,

whichw ich is presentlypr sently going on at1tat-

the
1t-

the
a<a-

the
t

thetheuniversityuniversity . ,
-

,

. Ten native studentsstudentswho' , whowbowwe.rewerewerwer-
recruited

, .ree

_
recruited ,. from, thet e , villages bybybb-

Miss
Y

Missliss .ReedReed.,Ree4 are nownownowandow Tihdgrgbingand' rgoin(
an'UlttgOingananrgoinan. intensive-intensiveintensiveyear-- year 'UlttgOingUlttgOingofofEskimo./EskimoEskimo/ skiino-skiinoskiino-

lao
skimskim-

language

o
language-languagelanguagestudylao age-ageagestudy-- study , preparingpreparprepay ng therri-therrithem-themtherri-
as

them-
as

thethe-

as
rri

as teachersteach'ers' of.. 4his.thisthis. systernsystem , soso-

fhat
sso-

that
,

.thatthatthatfhat.that-

it
theytheywill* will be able',* to insti-instinsri-nsriinsti'tut-

e
instinsri'tut-

e

-
'-

tute
t-

ute
'-

tute
t-

ute'. it in theirthe r homebornehome villagesvillagevillages-
when

village-
when

s

when they return ..
'
.

Each student , whowhomustmust beQeQe-

fluent
bb-

fluent
e

fluent in the nativenativetongue-tonguetongue- tott-
start

o

.
start with , will become literateliterate-
andand roaster the system ofofspellspellspell-spell-
ing

spell-
ing

¬-

ing ahdaridand rulesrufes ., grammar 11*,,
They also take instructioninstwction inin-

the
'

the subtleties involved in the artart-

of
art-

ofof teaching .

Last summer , the UniversityUniversitUniversity-
hostedhosted a special eighteigh week traintrain-train-
ing

¬.-
. ing coursecou.rse. to prepare the , teachteach-teach-

ers
teach-

ers
¬-

ers now instructing in the vilvil-vilvil-

lages
vil-

lages
¬-

lages .: Most of the students werewere-
already

were-
alreadyalready assistant teacherstea hers andand-

fluent
and-

fluentfluent in their native language .

At that time Irmalima Jean Ben-BenBen-

ton
Ben-

ton
Ben-

ton
-

ton was in charge of the "teachteach"teach-"teach-
ing

"teach-
ing

" ¬-
ing teachers to teach ." She waswas-
particularly

was-
particularly

;
particularly well-equippedwellequipped--- toto-

handlehandlendle this as she is quite familfamil-famil-

iar
famil-

iar
¬-

iariar with the Kuskokwim areaareiiareii-
and

area-
and

,
and sensitive to the needs of thethe-
peoplepeople there . .

Mr . Walter ' .FeatherlyFeatherly. , whowho-
was

who-
waswaswas the principal of the schoolschool-
in

school-
inin AkjachukAkiachuk , is acting as superUper-Upersuper-Uper-
visor

super-
visor

$ ¬-

visor for the program in thethe-
participating

the-
participatingparticipatingparticipating'iIIagvillages\'iIIag'iIIagiIIag\' s . '

So far the , reportsreportsreport'- sreport- s' from thethe-
field

the-
fieldfield indicate an enthusiastic rere-rere-

aption
re-

ception
¬-

ceptionaption on thetethe part of the parpar-par-
ents

par-
ents

¬-
ents in the villages . A more acac-acac-

cur
ac-

curate
¬-

curatecur te appraisal willwill' Il be forthforth-forth-
coming

forth-
coming

¬-
coming after Miss'R-

e
MissR-

e
Miss ReedReetdd returnsreturnreturns-

fromfrom an inspection tour sheshe-

hopes
she-

hopeshopes to take in the near future .
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