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Th
T- h\

TheThNThe \NN.\; NationalNtioNationaltio1 i
'
CongressCCongressCongressofg ess ' ofi?A&'

, mericanm rican Indians is slated tot pushpush-

'for
push-

for'forfor' passagepasSage of tKethetJi Alaska"AtaskaAtaska" FederaFedera-Federa-FederaFedera-

tion
Federa-

tion
¬--'

tion of'of' Natives land claims billbill-

as

bill-

astas(,as a Jesuitlesultresult of a resolutionsolution passedpapassed-
recently

sedsed-

recentlyrecently ', at thethe organization'sorganizationsorganilation'sorganilationsorganilation's-
2.7tliannual

organization's-
2,7thi

'
2.7th27th2,7thi27thi2.7tliannual27tliannual.,
. annual conventionconvention ,. -

Meeting in AnchorageAnchoragethe,
,
the apap-apap-

proximately
ap-

proximately
-¬-

proximately' 500 delegates reprep-rep-
resented

rep-

resented
-¬-

resented about 100 tribestrlb s frornfromfrom-

allover
from-

all
'-

adopted
a-

dopted'
allalloverover the .nationnation.

nation adopted aa-

resolution
a-

resolutionresolution in supportsupport of the origorig-drig-drigorig-
inal

drig-
ihal

¬-

inalihal landl'41dl41d' claimscl ims positionp sitiorysitioryofof thethe-

AFN
the-

AFNAFN .
i; -.

Thus
"
;, accordingac ording to DonD n Wright ,.

, area vice-presidentvicepresidentvie-presidentepresident- of thethSecretaryANCAI ,

the nationwidenationw de organization willwill-

lobby
will-

lobbylobby for thet.he. AFN bill whenwhen-

Congress
when-

CongressCongress reconvenes after thethe-

Novemoer
the-

NovemberNovemberNovemoer elections, . That billbill-

caJs
bill-

calls.callscallscaJs., ] for(or40140;
!40 millionmiUion acresacre of landJand ,

$500500$ millionrrliUion injn cash and a 22-

'per

2-

.per
'

per'per.per'. centloverridingcenoverridingcent.overridingcentoverriding(. royalty .

._ _ The delegatedelegatesdelega alsod9JPjSsed?<:>_.PP.!,passed
"

al!a-

Y
a-

fes
_Y_ "-

resolution
r-

esolution
"
fes-fes-
tesolufesolutionolutiontioll, askingsking Secretary ofoof-

the
(

the Interior Walter HickelRickel to exex-exex-

tend
¬.-

tend the1thethen', federal land freezerre ze inin-

Alaska

in-

AlaskaAlaska without modification .

The actionabtion came
,

intn spite ofof-

assurances
of-

assurancesassurances fromfrlm<; the SecretarySec etary

'-

earli
e-

arli
'

earlier
:-.r.r- " .

at' ' 'thth'
thethe conventionconventiJnconvention thatthaththat hehehe-

willwill protectprotec! the'landthelandthellandthe ' land around thethe-

n
the-

nativenativen tive Villages .

Addressing the de'egatesdeegatesdelegatesder' gates WedWed-Wed-

nesday
Wed-

nesday'Hickel
¬-

nesdaynesday'HickelnesdayHickel, Hjckel'HickelHickel'
, said'thatsaidthatsaid 'that the InIn-InIn-

terior
¬.-

terior Department WillilI probablyprobably-
liftlift the land .freezefreeze., freeze partially-

when
partiallypartially-

whenwhen ilit expiresexpijes, Dec . 3131' .. .,
,

In
'

thattha.tthatthatevent. .eventevent"event.". , th Secretarys'SecretarySecretary-
has

cretarycretary-

hashashassaid'saidsaid-said'- that a complete freezefreeze-

would
freeze-

wouldwould beb * maintained on about
40"' million acres surrounding'na-
tive

surrounding'na-surrounding'nasurroundingnasUrroundinlffia-sUrroundinlffiasUrroundinlffia-
tiy

surrounding 'fia-fiafia-

tive
-

tivetiytivevillages
,
villages . This action wouldw .ulduld<?,. ,"

be designed to protectprot6Ctprotecthe10protect
, \he10he10the'the'metheme\' ' *

1010-

million
10-

millionmillion acres that the interior.Interior..Interior-
Department

Interior-
DepartmentDepartment feelsfeeJs'thtfeeJstht'thethe' nativeshahativestives 'areare' rere-

entitledentitled11entitledto .
11

'

Requesting a 4040'mOlionmillion'mOlionmOlion' acreacre-
settlement

aCre-

settlement
acre-

settlementsettlement , thethe'AFNtheAFNAFN'AFN' ha'shas' opposedopposed-
any

opposed-
any

opposed-
anyany lifting of the freeze untiluntil-
the

until-
the, the native land claims issue , isis-

resolved
is-

resolved
is-

resolvedresolved .

The NCAI stood behindb'ehind'
itsits-

member
_

memberorganizationmemberem r trizatiorganizationizati
_ .nn<:>. and askedasked-

-
aske-

d

aske-
dat

-rtrtr"thatthat"_-atattt HickelHiclcelIC e pledgepledgepeagep eage to continuecontinue-
the

continuecontinue-
thethe two-yeaf-oldtwoyeafoldtwo-yeat-oldyeattwo-yetwoye-- t-oldtold-- freeze . TheThe-

freeze
The-

freezefreeze was ordered unofficiallyunofficially-
inin 1966 and officially in 19619681968-

to
$

to protect native claims . ItIt-

plac
It-

placedplacedplac d unreserved public landslands-
in

lands-
inin. a status quo position pendingpending-

settlement
pending-

settlementsettlementsettlement of the native landland-
clai.ms

land-

claimsclaimsclai.ms. . _

Native leaders spoke out forceforce-force-
fully

force-
fully

¬-

fully on the landlanil claims questionquestiquestionquestion-
in

n
'

in a conventionconvent on session ThursdayThursday-
afternoon

Thursday-
afternoonafternoon . All such sessionssessions-

were
sessions-

werewere held ininthe-thethe- AnchorageAnchorage-
Westward

Anchorage-
Westward .Westward .

President of the Tlingit andand-

Haidas
and-

HaidasHaidas , John Borbridge , Jr . toldtold-

the
told-

thethe delegates that the natives areare-

opposed
are-

opposedopposed to a land freeze modifmodif-modif-

ication
modif-

ication
¬-

ication because it is a compro-comprocompro-
mise

compro-

mise
--

mise .

. "'
.We'We]' havehave already givengivengivenup, up

1177 million ' acres of theth choicestchoicesfchoicesf-
.land

choicest-

land.landland.,
. in Alaska to the State, ."

And out of 340 million acresacres-
claimed

acres-
clammedclaimedclammed by natives , "wewe"we'areweare"we-are"weweare" "'- are askask-asask-

ing
¬-

ing forfOt onlyonry 40 millionillion ,." hehe-

added
hehe-

addedadded .

"WeWe"
, are, not going to be givengiven-

land
given-

landland becausebecaue this is our land ."
, 1ft10' 111 ' aa moVins'pemoVinspemovjpgmovjn&speftcijmovjnspeftcij&&,

speeslx' h,;,,, BorbridgeBBorbridge-

concludell
rbridge '

concludedconcludeconcludell , "WeWe" can'tcantc n'tnt' ask thethe-

NCAI", NCAI-ioNCAIio'NCAl-jo'NCAlNCAljoNCAIto'NCAI -toto-- fighi.jmy.harde.ffighijmyharde.ffighijmyhardeffighldU1Yfighj.anyfighjany.,. ., hardhardgtfi. , thanthan-
we

than-

"rW

than-

TWe"rWrW"
, T- -WeTW- e, -wewe- are willing to fight and bebe-

heard
be-

heardheardheard ., " ,

heardThe '

The-The.- .crowdcrowd., gave the AlaskanAlaskan-

native
Alaskan-

nativenative leader a standing ovationo ation .

FollowingFol1owing Borbridge , Al Ket-KetKet-

zler
KetKet-

zler
-.

zler2ter , president of the TananaTanana-

Chiefs
Tanana-

ChiefsChiefs , calledalled upon the NCAI toto-

help
.

help the Alaskan nativesdatives mainmmain-mainmain-

tain
in-inin-

tain
¬-

tain the landJand freezefreezeand-andand.and-. securesecure-
passage

secure-
passagepassage of the AFN landlandclaimsclaimsclaims-

bill
claims-

billbill ._bill5Y-5Y5Y.-"WeWe"
_lrLareare-

per
askingaskintisk ng .i.QLQIi.QLQIiQLQIf0ionI.lQLQnlvJLL__ .JLJL}'..JLp-

erper centc nt of the land forforforaboutabout
23 perperpercentcent off the population ,"
he stressed . "WeWe" are not askingasking-

for
asking-

forfor allaU that land and all thatthat-

money
that-

moneymoney . ItI't
'

is they who are asking '

for all that land . "

"ThroughThrough'Through"' the years , WE havehave-

compromised
have-

compromisedcompromised ,.
"" he stressed .

Also , Chief of the TyonekTyonekl-

rydians
Tyonek-

IndiansIndianslrydians , Fred, Bismark brieflybrieflyybriefly-
yrelated

.
related how his people won aa-

court

a-

courtcourt fight for their land andand-

later
and-

laterlater leasedleasal that landand[ to oilooil-

companies
ll-

companiescompanies for almost SISS13S13-

million
t 33-

millionmillion ,.
He strongly urged , "Let'sLets" ' fightfight-

for
fight-

forfor 100 million acres of land ,.

not 40 million . Never give up .

Never say you can'tcant' do itit... HowHow-

do
How-

dodo you know you can'tcantc n'tnt' do it ?

You'reYoure' going to have to work

for the restresrest ! of youryourour lifejandtifelife and itit-

might
it-

mightmight not jbenefitjbeneflbenefitt youyyouu , T&iitTiitbut6& t itit-

vill
it-

will\villvill\will benefitbenefj , yotiryouryo r children andand-
grandchildren

,

grandchildrengrandchjdr] n ." ' . __
"II" don'tdontdon'tJdontJ' ]

' carecareare ififallall IndianstndtndansIndians-

become
ansansb-

ecomebecome millionairesmilllionaires.rmilllionairesrmilllionaires.rThey. . They willwwil-
lget'hurigry

llll-
getgetgetget'hurigrygethurigryget'hurigryifor""' hungry 'forforifor

'

for wild gamegameandg<}me -andand.and-. .and-

fish
and-

fishfish and you will ,need,
,

' land ito, toto-

go

to-

gogo in and getget?' it ."
'. '. The ' crowd ' ap01aUdedapplatidcdap l d d whe'riwheriwhen' '

Bismark added that he does notnot-

consi.der
not-

considerconsiderconsi.der. the SenateSen te billbill'abilla;'a bill..
"II" consider ifit a welfarewelfarebillbillb'mbmbill'

. We
ififa

dontidon'tdont' .wtantwtant., want a ., welfare .billbill.,bill.. WeWe'w-
a

We-

want.A
'-

wa
w-a--

don't
d-

on't
d-

ont
'- wa'ntvdwantvdwant.AwantA' t,. settlementiettleriient bill?:;' he said .

Other speakers On the panelpanel-
alsoalso stressedssed the importance ofof-

the
o-

fthethethe1the;,
,

Alaska nativeshatives obtaining asas-

much
SS-

mumuchmu h landlandasas possible and obtain-obtainobtain-
inglfull

obtain-
ingfutl

obtain-
ingfull

, ., -

inglfullingfutlingfull;, title to .thatthat.

, land .
" '

TheyiTheYIWhey ;

.
were Frank Degnan ,

..
.

sergeant-at-armssergeantatarmssergeant -at-armsatarms- oof the ApNjAFN :;

'Ge'nevieyeGenevieye'GG'GenevieveGenevieve' '
vieye Hooper1Tooperl-TlT- per- -Secretaryp-erSe- cretaryperSecretaryof,

,-SecretarySecretaryofofof-

the
of-

thethe Yakima Tribe in WashingtonWashington-
state

Washington-
statestate , and James HqvisHovis , YakimaYakima-

atto
Yakima-

attorneyattorneyatto ney , i"


